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INTRODUCTION 

JOHN ARTHUR MARSH (1.901-19.93) and HELEN MARSH (1900-1986) 
roere born at the famil:v's first home on the west side of Dalhousie Street, to 
Arthur Wesley Marsh (1872-1.940) and his wife, Bessie Hiclls (1876-1968). 
Arthur W. Marsh was at that time associated lDith John A. Auld at The 
Amherstburg Echo. In 1919 he built a new home at the north end of Dalhousie, 
across from the uiest town park Arthur Marsh died from injuries sustained in 
an automobile accident in 1940. His widow remained at the family home unt;/ 
her death in 1 968. 

John and Helen Marsh receh1ed their early education at the Aniherstburg 
Public School, where Helen returned to teach after completing her education at 
the Amherstburg Continuation School and London Teachers' College. She 
remained there until 1941 when she gaue up teaching to join her brother at The 
Echo, following their father's untimely death and reporter Bill Currie's 
enlistment in the servic<'. 

For forty years "Miss Marsh" he pt the community informed of social and 
family events in Amherstburg, Harrou 1, Riuer Canard and the surrounding 
townships. In that position she carried on telephone friendships with news 
contacts for many years, some of u1hom she never met in person. During World 
War II Helen's duties llept her in touch u1ith families of sen1icemen and women 
overseas. She was involved with the Canadian Red Cross and reported on the 
boys killed and wounded, as well as those tallen prisoners-of-war. One of her 
more pleasant duties was to advise families when their. "u 1ar-bride" daughters
in-law would be arriving in Canada. Helen was an encyclopedia of this century's 
local history and genealogy. Her uieellly "Com1ersation Pieces" in The 
Amherstburg Echo were models of houi the English language should be written. 

John Marsh attended the Amherstburg Public School, completing 
entrance requirements at the tender age of el<'lien. His parents f<'lt that he u1as 
too young to be thrown in with the big boys at the Continzwtfrm School, so they 
llept him out of school for a year, during uihich time h(' p('ddl('d papers and 
performed other taslls at The Echo. elohn always said that he started out as a 
paper boy and ended up as one. 

He then entered high school but b:v the <!nd of Form Ill found that school 
u.1as getting tiresome. His father u1isely agreed that perhaps John would be 
happier doing manual labour at the n<'wly-established Brunner Mond of Canada 
plant. After a year there, returning to school loo/led P<'ry good to young John. 
He completed his high school education in Amherstburg and then travelled to 
Windsor Collegiate for a year, obtaining his Upper School diploma. H(' then 
entered McGill University in Montr('al and graduated in 1.924 u1ith a Bachelor 
of Commerce degree. John Auld died that y<>ar so following graduation from 
McGill, ~John Marsh joined his fathff full time at th<' n<>mc;paper. 
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Activities on the Detroit River were an integral part of the lives of John 
and Helen Marsh. Their childhood zN1s filled with exciting events. They 
witnessed Amherstburg's history first hand - from the dredging of t~e 
Amherstburg and Livingstone Channels - purification of the town's water - 1,ce 
harvesting and horse racing on the river - changes on Bois Blanc Island and t~e 
advent of automobiles. They lived through the horse and buggy era, the ele:t:1,c 
railway and motorized buses, to seeing-through a neu' invention called telemswn 
- man walking on the moon. 

The development of Fort Malden as a National Historic Site and John 
Marsh are synonymous. It would be difficult to relate one without the other. 
That's just one of the stories John dictated for the boo/-?-. There were many things 
he didn't mention - particularly if might bring him attention. 

In 1942 he was elected President of the Ontario-Quebec Division of the 
Canadwn Wee}dy Neu.Jspaper Association. His father had held that position as 
the National President. In 1953 he was Secretary-Treasurer of the Southwestern 
Ontario Weekly Newspaper Association and in 1954 was elected President of that 
body. During his more than sixty years' association with The Amherstburg 
Echo, from paper boy to publisher, the role of reporter was the one he most 
enjoyed. Throughout those years he strove constantly to develop and maintain 
the interest of The Echo readers in their heritage and community, all the while 
keeping tabs on the town fathers! 

It might appear from this s/1-etch that John and Helen Marsh had no 
personal life . . . such is not the case. They both experienced a full life but only 
a few close friends 11-now of their personal joys and tragedies . . . and they would 
have it no other way. 

In 1981 John and Helen sold The Amherstburg Echo to John and Linda 
James. They looked long and hard at other offers but decided that The Echo 
should be in the hands of the grandson of John's old friend, George James, 
publisher of a family-operated weeldy in Bowmanville, The Canadian 
Statesman. 

Upon retirement John had more time to devote to his lifetime loves -
talking to people and collecting things. He has met and mingled with 
dignitaries, prime ministers and people from all walks of life, but derived the 
most enjoyment from sitting on his favourite bench in front of the Ban}1, of 
Montreal, conversing with his favourites - the folks from Essex County. 

Paul Vasey was a Windsor Star staff writer in 1981. He interviewed John 
and we believe that his perception of the "z.ohite-haired bespectacled" Marsh, 
"sitting with his bare feet on the couch in the glassed-in den of his river-facing 
home" was, as he himself 1,oould say, ''Right on the beam!" "Most of the talk", 
z.orote Vasey, "has to do 1.oith the history of this town .... tal/1, of brothels and 
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bootleggers and rum-runners and politicians u1ith their hand in the coo/de jar. 
And most of the good stories he tells only after putting you off the record. Which 
mahes you guess John Marsh may he thinhing of writing a book about it all." 

In 1985 Helen and John Marsh wer<' the recipients of that year's Chamb<>r 
of Commerce "CITIZENS OF THE YEAR" Award for their cont,.;bution to 
Amherstburg and the tri-communit)' . . . nominated by his old friend, H. Murra)' 
Smith. On that occasion E. P. Chant wrote an insightful article in The 
Amherstburg Echo about John and Helen Marsh, aptly lab<'lling them "The 
Curmudgeon and the Lady". ''.As a true journalist", he wrote, "that is a recorder 
of a community's life and times, its foibl<'s and strengths, John Marsh is without 
peer. As a citizen, h<' has always fought for u1hat he believed in, striving to 
improve his tou.1n and its government u1ith /?-id-gloved appeals, or both-barr<>ls 
editorial comments . .. . Helen is the perf<>ct counter-balance to her brother; loved 
and admired zi.1ithout exception or qualification, tactful and fashion-conscious. 
· .for the most part she iB a thoroughly modern woman who can chuclde at fads, 
welcome beneficial technological developments and caution against thos<' su1ings 
pinpointed above which can only bring ill results . .. Thus if John u1as th<> 
recorder of this area's government for the past forty years . . . Hel<'n 's job u1as no 
less important; she loohed at the day-to-day triumphs and tragedies of 
individuals and families. . . together they were a temn u1hich turned out a 
unique and roeehly-awaited publication." 

THE MARSH COLLECTION SOCIETY 

During the early 1980s many discussions tool?- place betu1een John and 
Helen Marsh, their dear friend and attorne:v Richard D. Thrashe1', Q. C., and 
Eleanor Gignac, concerning the eventual disposal of the extensive library of 
historical bool?-s and papers collected by the Marsh fmnil:v during th<>ir lif<>time. 
Realizing that their collection of not only books and papers but photographs, 
genealogical and personal recollections was a valuable asset to the community -
particularly to researchers of local history - the "MARSH COLLECTION 
SOCIETY", a non-profit organization, operat<>d with a board of (};rectors, 1'1as 
established and chartered in 1988. The intention of the Collection, os outlined 
in the Policy Statement, is "to encourage research into the history and devcfopment of the 
fower 'Detroit ?Qver, the 'Town of .Jitmherstliurg and areas adjacent tfiereto; to coffect and to 
preserve aff articfes of interest re{ating to sucfi history and devefopment; to provide a pfacc to 
house, dispfay, conserve, restore, conduct research into and otherwise, to accep"t gifts, fegacies, 
devises, and liequests, and to hoU, invest, e;qJand or dea{ with the same furtherance of tfic 

oliject s of the Corporation." 

The Marsh family left not onl.v a legac)' in th<> way of research materials, 
but also a foundation which ran operate the Collection. One of the {<'1'' 
stipulations u1hich John insisted upon was that a facility u1ould not be opened 
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until after his death, 11.Jhich tooll place in Fc>bnwry, J ,<J,9:J. Helen passed aw~y 
in March, 1986. Dicll Thrasher also lc>ft us a 11 too 80011; he> /Hissed (Jll'a.v rn 
September, 1993 but not before getting the u 1heels in motion /or the opening of 
the Marsh Collection. 

In October, 1994 the Marsh Collection Societ:v rentc>d temporary quarters 
on the second floor of 285 Dalhousie Street . . . across the street from The 
Amherstburg Echo ... above Tempest Boo/ls . . . u1ith a Pieu 1 of the Detroit River, 
in the same neighbourhood where John and Ile/en Marsh had spent their entire 
lives. An archivist was hired to catalo{{ue and maintain the collection and 
facility, which opened to the public at that time. 

In the early 1980s, ~John Marsh rernrded some of his recollections of life 
in Amherstburg from boyhood throuf.{h almost sixty years at The Echo. Those 
who llnew his feisty naturc> ma:v e:rpect to find some juicy tidbit or caustic 
remarks in hi,s recollections - but such is not the case. ~John had no intention of 
causing ill-will or embarrassment to anyone - though at times he was very 
tempted! His only wish u1as that ."r'OU read ond en}o:v the stories and perhaps 
along the way picll up a bit of information prP11iously unknown to you about his 
beloved Amherstburg. After .John retirc>d from The Echo he walked the tou.m 
every single day for a couple or more yPars. On one of these 11.Jalks along 
Dalhousie Street, he was interviewed ond filmed for a documentary about 
Amherstburg. Hi,s last comment in thP film was, "I love this tou.m . . . I love every cracll in it. " 

Eleanor Gignac 
Marsh Collection Society 
May, 1995 
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MARSH PAPERS 

The 'MARSH PAPERS' is an in corporation of items assembled during our 
liues, many of u1hich u1ere spcn t cnjoyabl.v as editors of The Am herstburg Echo, 
a u1eehly newspaper established in Noucmber, 1874 by John A. Auld and 
William D. Balfour. 

Included in th e 'MARSH COLLECTION' is an excellent library of boohs 
which con ta.in material relevant to hist01·ic A1nherstburg and th e surrounding 
district . HowevPr, 1N! are primarily concern ed here u1ith relating some history 
of Aniherstburg and the area a.s u1e hn ru1 il from th e early 1900s. We u1ill focu s 
on tales of this wonderful riuer town and some of its beloved characters uiith 
whom over th e yea.rs lN! haue bN' n acquainted a.nd blessPd. 

In the yea.rs to come the MARSH PAPERS will be a. source of information 
and interest to A1nherstburg's future genera.lions. We pass it on to the 
community with our love. 

Sincerely, 

John A. and Helen Marsh 

courtesy Fort Malden National Historic Site 
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MARSH FAMILY - Arthur and Bessie (Hicks), Helen and John 

Helen and John Marsh 
Circa 1904 
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Courtesy Fort Malden 
National Historic Site 

RECOLLECTIONS OF A BOY GROWING UP 
ALONG 

THE DETROIT RIVER 

· It 1uas a grea t privilege for me to grow up 
and spend m.v entire life along the ,.;ver. I u1as 
born ;n a house on north Dalhous ;e Strl!et luhich 
lNJS torn do1N1 many .vears ago to mahe Tuay for the 
spac ious ycllou1 brich residence wh ere M r. & M rs. 
Drifford Bertrand and later Mac Oatfield resided. 
Th r John Auld home was next door on the 
immediate north .. . John Mailloux' family has been 
liPing there for a number of years now. Around 
l.914-lc915 father had our present home built across 
from the parh, so the river has always been an 
integral part of me. 

Original Marsh residence 

HARRY ATWOOD'S FLYING BOAT 

Many memories come to mind, one of the first being during the period 
prior to W~rld War I when Harry Atwood, a well-hnown American aviator, 
landed his flying boat on the river at Amherstburg. The aeroplane, z.oith a breah 
in her hull, roas towed ashore just north of what is now the King's Navy Yard 
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Park. Fred Girardin, a master ship's carpenter u1ith The U._S. Corps of 
Engineers, was engaged to repair the dmnage. Da.~· after day the flyrnf{ boat was 
tall.en out into the river but Atwood failed to get 1t off the 1N1ter. Hundreds of 
people were attracted to the scene - they sat along the b?n1~ from the Waterwor~s 
Parll to North Street, enjoying the fruitless efforts. Fmally, Atu 1ood gave up in 
disgust and the plane was towed to Detroit. 

ICE HARVESTING 

Along that same stretch from the Waterworhs Parh north, in front of old 
Fort Malden to Alma Street as u1ell as at Callam 's Ba.v south of tozon, local 
butchers and ice dealers waited anxiously each u1inter for steady, cold weather 
which would freeze the river solid for harvest time. As soon as the waters froze 
over and ice was a suitable depth, they carefull:v wandered out onto the surface 
and stalled their claims. While there uias supposed to be an unroritten law that 
a staked claim not be violated, there U.'ere times u1hen claim jumpers disregarded 
this agreement and trouble breuied. 

John Hamilton Sr. usually reaped the biggest crop of clear blue ice. Other 
dealers lDere Edward Crimmins, Si Bertrand, Arthur Kemp, Remi Primeau, 
Samuel McGee, George Girardin, Henry Florey and the Lake View Hotel. 

When the ice was frozen to proper thiclmess the tash of plowing a furrow 
and sawing the ice into uniform scales had to be accomplished quickly. Scores 
of men worlled hard and fast. They crawled out of bed at cold-gray dawn and 
hurried to the ice claims using large saws to cut the frozen squares which would 
be loaded up when the men and teams arrived at 7 a.m. A man and his team 
earned an average of eight dollars per day. The ice was uniformly piled on the 
large bobsleds and pulled bJ• horses up the ban1ls near the end of Ranldn 
Avenue. Area icehouses, large frame buildings, hummed with activity. The 
bloc/ls of ice U.'ere systematically paclled away between tons of smodust or hay, 
where the.}' remained intact until needed during the warm summer months. 
Much of the ic<> was stored in John R. Hamilton's three ice houses. 

While this annual haruest u1as far from being a picnic, the men did 
manage to have some fun. To see a man fall in and get a cold duelling was 
usual(y a big jolle for awhile. If the man didn't come down with pneumonia, he 
ll'as the target for !lidding by his fellow worhers for some time. Betting by 
ou•ners of the horses' pulling strength was another method of taking the frosty 
sting out of what was otheru1ise a heavy task Whose team could pull the most 
and the fastest up the banll made for some interesting wagers. 
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(January Harvest) 

There were times z.ohen, due to 1nild weather, the ice harvest was Pery 
poor, or even non-existent. One ·winter, I think it u•as 1914, Arthur Kemp began 
to cut ice on January 1st. The other dealers ridiculed him for harvesting so 
early on ice that was only about eight inches thick. But a couple of days 
afterwards, the ice went out and the river didn't freeze up again that winter. 
Thi,s forced ice dealers to irnport. Realizing that an ice famin e would seriously 
hurt his butcher business and render a hardship on the comniunity, John R. 
Hamilton Sr. contacted harves ters in the Lahe Simcoe district and was 
successful in securing tons of ice. (John R. Hamilton Sr. operated a "Grocery 
and Meat Store" on Gore Street, z.ohich in the early 1940s was nwved bach ten 
feet from the sidez.oalll and has since been the Glen Hamilton residence. ) 

STRANGE FLOATING THINGS 

During the pre-WWI period, we boys were playing along the river banll 
and while z.oalhing north one day came across a man's body. It later deiieloped 
~hat this man had been /?-illed in a drunhen braz.ol, which made a lasting 

unpression on our young minds. 

THE CIRCUS COMES TO TOWN 

During the same u.;eell that Harr)' Atwood zDas trying valiantly to get his 
Plane off the z.oater, a circus came to Amherstburg and they set up in the Z.N!st 
town parh. It was quite a tug for a small boy to decide whether he wanted to 
haul water to the elephants or watch the zoorll on the Atwood flying boat. 
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FIRST HUSSARS ... WORLD WAR I 

At the outbreak of World War I Major Thornton Ba l/our r ffr uited /or the 
First Hussars. After joining up, the local boys u•ere s tation ed in the former Two
In-One Auto Factory building (now Fa ucher Lu m ber) on Sa n<lu•1ch ?tr~e t. We 
well remember the day they left A niherstburg fo r Val Cartier on theu· frrst step 
to the war zone. A parade was held th rough the tozon to th e M ichigan Centra l 
Depot on Richmond Street, where the bo:vs boarded the 'Plug '. This uia,s a 
branch of the railway between A mh crs tb urg and Esse:r. The parade 1uas l<!d by 
a band and the recruits were bid a tear{u l fareu1ell . So me never return ed lo 
their beloved home town. Their nam es are eng rcwed on th e Cenotaph in the 
King's Navy Yard Parh. 

RACING IN WINTERTIME 

Horse racing was a very popular uiin ter sport in this area. There were 
several tracks, one of which u1as on San du•ich S tree t from the Pioneer Distillery 
(Seagrams) for exactly on e m ile, end ing at the Tin House (Library Corner). 
Throughout the winter matched races u•ere staged over this course and the 
roadway was lined z.oith warmly-clad on lookers. The intersecting streets were 
blocked for these occasions. The horses belonged mainly to Albert Fox, Jim 
Cousins, Ed Boyt, Theodore Lang lois, Tobe Michle and J. G, Maloney. Among 
the hardy animals were Strogoff, Colonel Pepper, Ingamar, Jach the Ripper, 
Grey Duke, Greyhound, Grey Franh , Erie Mae and Sleepy Tom. There 11..1as 
plenty of betting and it was a blood-ting ling experience to u•atch the beautiful 
pacers tearing along the snow-pached track with the shouts of excited spectators 
ringing out in the clear, frosty air. There was also a trach on Bois Blanc Island 
from where the Papoose used to doch to the foot of the Island. And yet another 
was on the River Canard from the bridge by the church to Willie Drouillard 's 
hotel. Nearly every Frenchman in the district had a horse which he thought roas 
the fastest animal in those parts. 

Racing on the ice 
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CRUISIN' DOWN THE RIVER 

In the 1920s, most local boys and girls had canoes or row-boats. The 
young people thought nothing of su1imn1ing from the Amherstburg shore to Bois 
Blanc, usually accompanied by a boat. There lDas no danger then from boats 
with high-poroered engines racing up and down the river. 

The older young people, or ''.voung adults" as they are called today, often 
went over to the dances on Sugar Island in their canoes or row-boats. There was 
no fear of the river and no lights required as these trips were usually 1nade on 
a moonlit night - the young lady ensconced in cushions, a victrola playing, the 
young man pressing his love and singing romantic songs while paddling along. 

Courtesy Park House Museum 

AIR SHOW 

During the 1940s, Amherstburg citizens 
were treated to many aerial displays put on by 
planes from the Grosse Ile Naval Air Station 
at the south end of Grosse Ile. The bugle calls 
could be heard in Amherstburg. This base 
roas . used to train young men entering the 
Naval Air Force. On Jul.v 29, 1949 the 
Constitution, the largest troop-carrying 
transport plane, visited the station. It came to 
Grosse Ile on a test flight prior to acceptance 
by the Navy. A number of distinguished 
guests, both American and Canadian, were 
invited on a flight from Grosse Ile. From 
Amherstburg roere Captain J . Earl McQueen, 
Alex Traeff (Manager of Calvert Distillers) 
and myself as editor of The Amherstburg 
Echo. 
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The Constitution l.Oas capable of carrying 187 passengers ._ The u ii ng 
spread was 189 fee t, maximwn sp eed .JOO m .~J . h .. c·n1i.-;i ng speed. _2:)0 .' '. 1 ·~· h. It 
had 4 motors, each 350 h.p. It was the la.st of the !urge plan es h zult /)I 1?1 to the 
abandonnient of prop engines. The Cons tit 11 t ion 11<'1 1er pas_se<~ th ~' rcq u 1 rem (' 1'. ts 
set down by the Nav:v, and building of other prop p lanes of tl11 s size ceased u l.th 
the introduction of j et engines . 

About this so.me tinic the onl.v o ll -metull ic dirig ihle e11er bui. lt by the U.S. 
Nav)' luas constructed at th e Grosse 11<' A irport . People of A mh erstburg 
wit1;essed its tes t f!.ights . It loohed lilN' o l{ iu nt pig in the a ir. It left the Grosse 
Ile Airport for the eas t coo.st and zuh ile /lving over the 111 oz111 tains th e hillbillies 
tooh pot shots and fina.ll.v did so mu ch damage that the dirigible had to be 
aba.n doned. 

AMHERST HOTEL 

In the la.st hun dre d .vcurs there lw iie been many hote ls in Amherstburg. 
One b.v one th e:v disap/H'ored . u 11 ti l 11011 1 (7 .982) there is only one of these original 
inns operating and that is the A mhers t Hold on Riclnnond Street, owned and 
operated by Paul Masnc.v. This s lru clzll'e 1N1s built in 1882 a.nd for many .vea rs 
was !mown a.s th e Bro1N1 House. It zuas bu ilt by Ellis Brown who was the son 
of Charlotte Brou 111 uiho operated th e orig in a l inn by that nmne. Ellis tooll over 
from his mother and derided to ronstruct a new hotel a.cross frorn the Albert Fox 
Liuery uihich u ias the tenninus of th e A mherstburg-Windsor stage coach, and 
u•hich also ran a seruire from the Can a.do Southern Ra.illua.y at Gordon. This 
Station uias situated on the riPerbonh in Anderdon touinship ~pposite the present 
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Allied Cheniical plant. The 
new inn roas modern and 
attracted many visitors who 
cam e to Amherstburg by 
rai.lwa:v, stage coach and 
passenger boats. 

The Brouin house, 
later th e Amherst Hote l, 
had a long list of owners 
including George Holmes, 
George Addlenian, W. R . 
Pizer, W. T. Gunn, Eugene 
Joli, W. J . Alexander, John 
Case.v. A. ~J. Brooher, 
Charlrs Fleming, Andrc u.i 



Masney and Steve Butchok, Andrciv Masney and sons Steve and Paul Masney.
Before the turn of the century this inn ivas a popular place for travellers. It was
especially busy in the early IDOOs when there was a lot ofdredging activity on
the lower Detroit River. During the days of prohibition in Ontario the bar
continued to operate and spirits ivere openly sold. It ivas a. swinging place where
often there was a lively crap game in progress at one end of the bar.

Many interior changes were made when the Amherst Hotel came under
the Masney ownership. When the Masney family entered the picture in 1949, the
high quality of the food in the dining room became well-known. Several
structural changes have been made through the years including updating of
guest rooms and facilities, enlargement of the main floor dining room, a secon
floor banquet room, and an addition to the south of the origwal building
providing for an enlargement of the bar room, and a modern kitchen.

AMHERSTBURG BOARD OF WORKS

Amherstburg's first Board of Works was headed by Freeman McCaffrey,
who was in charge of the waterworks on Dalhousie Street.
consisted of four men -Andrew Boyd and Walter Mann (known as Mutt and
"Jeff"), Charles and Jack Gibb. There was also aperiod when Ed Kemp
him but my memory isn't clear on that. They dug all the sewers, put in the
water lines and worked long hours for little pay.

In the spring of 1938 when McCaffrey's health began j
Pettypiece was appointed as "working foreman for t e own. jJ thg
(McCaffrey) was kept on in an advisory capacity and maintained an ff
Town Hall.

In 1942 upon the death of Mr. McCaffrey. H. Lester
from council to become town foreman. At that time t e epar m . , • fj-nck.
the way ofequipment. Mr. Hamilton's first duty was to pure ^ <t\stem and
He also gathered the engineering records of the sewage cm ro ' r
provided theground work that enabled the toum
Department of Public Works. It ivas during Hamilton s
garbage pickup service was started. Such a service was ^. Qj^der, I
toivns the size of Amherstburg. After Lester, not necessarily
recall that Bill Nye occupied this position for a head ofthe
and Pat Cunningham. At the time of writing Dominic Donofrio is hca
department.

For many years the population "indmtries
there was little growth. An upward swing began „ River Smelting in
expanded and brought in additional employees. .
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A derdon was one. In the 1970s the Fort Malden A1all an~ four a_partment 
b;ildings were developed by the Flynn Development Co., of 11•h1rh Dm•1,d f'to;r 
1.oas part ou.mer and main promoter. In 1 .981 ll'hen Amherstburg s 1· .~r 
annexation of sections of Anderdon and Malden ll'as af!p~·oped by th<> 07~t011·~ 
Municipal Board, the population increased to 8,500. This increase nec,ess~.tate d 
additional equipment and employees for the Hoard of \.t~orl.'s. The rnc7 ec:se · 
demand for services also resulted in the tou'n fathers see!.'1~1g a flace to bw.ld a 
new structure. They chose a site south of the Water Pollut10n ( 0~1trol Plant on 
Highz.oay 18 at the southern end of to1Ni. Hmceper, it 1N1s not untzl the prope:t.v, 
then in Malden, was annexed to the tou·n that the place coul~ be put mto 
operation. The new Board of Worl"s building u,1as official!.\' opened rn June, 1982 
and i.s modern in every respect and ll'ill serve the to1N1 for man:v :vears to come. 
It is a good investment. 

AMHERSTBURG CHANNEL DREDGING 

In 1957 two companies ll'ere engaged in the deepening of the Amherstburg 
Channel. The Great Lahes Dredge & Doch Compan:v. used the conventional t:vpe 
of equipment, regular type drill boats and a dipper type dredge. Marine 
Operators, on the other hand, used the unorthodox type of drill boat u,ith twenty 
drilling frames and the drills operated h:v compressed air. Roel" and other 
material was lifted out of the rii1<.>r by a huge dragline. 

The first dredging el'er done in this section of the lou,er Detroit River was 
at the Lime Kiln Crossing. A ridge of limestone stretched from above the 
Brunner Mond Canada Limited pumping station across the river. This 
prevented boats with more than 12-foot draught from crossing. Few Canadian 
sh;ps were loaded beyond this depth but United States vessels wanted to carr.v 
large cargo<>s and about eighty percent of the traffic on the lahes was by 
American tonnage. Although the Canadian Government had started the worl?. 
of dredging a channel across the Lime Kiln Crossing, an agreenient was made 
between the Canadian and United States governments that the latter would 
undertahe the improvements on thl' Lou 1er Detroit River. Congress appropriated 
$25,000 for the beginning of the worh and on September 25th, 1876, Case and 
Jennings started operations at a point opposite the Gordon Station ;n the river 
immediately in front of Brunner Mond (Allied Chemical Limited). 

At that time, roch dr;/ling was done b:v hand power from the decl?. of a raft 
anchored in the desired position b.v spuds. Iron pipes, three inches in diameter, 
were fixed at regular inten1als through the dee!" of the raft and drilling was done 
through these pipes. Eight d,.;lls were used. The average depth of a hole z.oas 
4.5 fel't and at first .'J.5 pounds of oriental rifle powdrr per hole was used for 
each charge. Aft<>r about a month, nitroglycerine in three-pound charges was 
used instead of rifle powder. In 1877 mica-powder in 4.5 and 5.5 pound charges 
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1,vas used. 

At intervals during the next ten years the United States Congress 
appropriated additional funds for continuing the improvement and several 
contracts were let for roch excavation in thi.s locality. Charles F. Dunbar and the 
Dunbar and Sullivan Dredging Company u.1ere mainly responsible for early 
improvements in the methods and equipment of drilling and dredging. 

History has shown that Amherstburg u.1as prosperous when river zDork 
was in progress. One of the town's most opulent eras was u.1hen the Livingstone 
Channel was being constructed bet1Deen 1907 and 1912. H.S. Locker Company 
performed the first dry dredging in the river. The Great Lahes Dredge and Doch 
Company, the Dunbar and Sullivan Dredging Company and the M. Sullivan 
Dredging Company were all employed on the channel job and the headquarters 
for all crews was in Amherstburg. 

In 1957 hi.story u.1as again 1.oritten with the first work on the 136 million 
dollar connecting channels projects. Although not a part of the giant St. 
Lawrence Seaway Project it was vital to the successful operation of the Seaz.oay 
in that it provided proper depth of u.iater in connecting rivers for the larger ocean 
vessels to get up to the important lake ports. 

SAM AR.MSON - October, 1984 

Mrs. Sam Armson has donated a picture of her late husband to the Marsh 
Collection. It shou.1s him at z.oorli in his blachsmith shop on the south side of 
Gore, east of King. The shop was the original Primeau blacksmith shop. In the 
early days of Amherstburg, it was a busy place, taking care of the horseshoeing 
trade. Sam's iron furniture and other iron pieces were u.1ell-known and in 
demand. The iron gates at Fort Malden are his z.oork In addition, he was well
known for his photography. Soon after his death Mrs. Armson donated his 
picture scrap bool-ls to the Collection. These contain copies of pictures of early 
Amherstburg that appeared in the Echo feature "Those Were The Days". 

Sam took many pictures around town and processed them, in his oum 
studio. These covered a variety of subjects - whatever strucl-l his fancy. His iron 
furniture items are prized by his friends. We have tu.10 coffee tables which are 
priceless. He loved floz.oers, and had a keen interest in his garden, one of those 
men u.1ho had a green thumb. Sam Armson possessed unusual talent and 1Das 
an artist in every sense of the word. He was a good neighbour and helped in 
many ways. It is fortunate this picture of Sam and his scrapboohs will be 
preserved in a provincial chartered collection for future generations to enjoy. 
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AMHERSTBURG MAYORS - 1983 

A lool-l at the men who headed the Amherst burg Muni6pal g?1·er~ment 
from the time I first reported council meetings in the late 1920s until th~1s date 
.. . Among those on the list are a feu..J capable, unselfish men uiho had th~' interest 
of the town at heart and worl-led towards its betterment. Then th~re uie1 e th~ [eu.J 

h · d bei'ng called 'Mayor' and the honours that came u•1th the pos1twn, w .o en1oye · · . . , · b t h 
and last but surely not least, the political types who d1dn t contn u e muc 
unless it was to their benefit - u 1e u1on 't mention th<'ir names! 

Dr. W. Fred Parl-l had the honour of serving the tou 1n as chief magi~trate 
for the longest period, 1917 - 1.927 and again from 1.932 to '34. It l.''as m the 
early twenties that the town began to grou•, due mainly to the establzshm~nt .of 
Br;,nner Mond Canada, Liniited. Before that time the economy of the dzstnct 
depended very much on river activity. Brunner Mond changed t~.is dependenc.e. 
Dr. Parh served Amherstburg u•ith ability and dignity. He uias 1nstrumental rn 
getting a purified suppl.v of u 1al<.'r for to1N1 residents through a deal he 
engineered with Brunner Mond, in the constructfrm of a purified water pla~t 
above the Amherstburg u1aler department main. This ended the annual t,yphoz.d 
epidemic. He was also activr in the promotion of an automobile plant in town 
which turned out a few models of the Amherst 40, otherwise 1-lnown as Tz.oo-In
One. 

Another outstanding mayor u•as F. "Ted" Pichering. Prior to taking over 
the Red Cha.fr in 1.946-47, he served u•ith distinction on the Amherstburg Public 
Utilities Commission. To his credit u•as the cancellation of the huge Sandwich, 
Windsor & Amherstburg Railwa:v debt; putting the program for construction of 
a Fedrral-Provincial Housing project (Warren Parh) on the proper tracl-l after it 
had been turned dou 1n b:v the Federal government; and la.st but far from least, 
lleeping th<? tou 1n from going into default through the sale of the Parh farm for 
$10,000 to James Flynn. This action eventually led to the development of the 
Fl:rnn Subdil>ision, the Fort Malden Mall and adjacent apartment buildings 
many :vears after Mr. Picllering's death. His U'orl-l was reu.>a.rded in the naming 
of Pfrhering Dril'<' and one of the apartment buildings. 

II. Murra.v Smith, former head of S. K. D. Manufacturing Com.pan)', 
serl'ed as mayor for se11eral years and during his term more progress u>as made 
by th<' t01N1 than in the prei 1ious hundred years. Needed services were 
constructed as u•ell as Class A roads. Parlls li'ere dC'11eloped and Mr. Smith had 
the courage to carry out his dreams. He lN1s liberal u•ith donations to the 
common cause both in lN>rh_and mone:v. lie did, in our opinion, go off the beam 
some u•hen he lNJs res1>ons1ble for the demolition of the old town hall and post 
office. Jl.Jurray's dream, told to me by him in Jul:v, J .982, uias to demolish all the 
old huil<lings on the ll'l'Sf side of Dalhousie Street frorn Murray to the 
Wa lerworks Pa rh a 11 d <'Xie 11 d l he' Ki 11g '.• Nm•y Ya rd Park to Fort Maiden. He 
l'l'entzwlly adnutted to tlus erroneous thinldng and tooll an actii>e part in the 
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development of the King's Navy Yard Park Present day Amherstburg owes a lot 
to Murra~ Smith. He had a certain vanity about wearing the chain of office in 
his Red Chair, which we got a bang out of! 

Garnet Fox became head of Amherstburg's government in 1979 and waB 
fearless in taldng steps to preserve the town's heritage. He played an important 
part in the development of King's Navy Yard Parh and at times had a hard row 
to hoe. Garnet will be remembered for his ability to get grants for the upgrading 
of streets in the old section of tou.1n, particularly Gore, King, George and Brocll
Streets. At this time of writing we feel that he may have political aspirations 
and probably roill be a Conservative candidate in the next provincial election. 

There was a period between 1942 and 1946 u.1hen little or no progress 1.oas 
made in tou.m development. This z.oas the period during war years when Nich 
Marra was mayor. He was against spending any money for improvements and 
res;.sted any increased taxation to alloui such needed work F. T. Picll-ering was 
faced with the problem z.ohen he tooh over the chair from Mr. Marra. 

In our opinion there were no other outstanding mayors in Amherstburg. 
However, there were several items of interest to the histor:v of municipal 
government. Mayor Harvey E. Hamilton, an emplo.vee at Brunner Mond 
Canada, Limited, resigned his company job and the office of ma:vor to accept a 
position in the operation of a neu.1 soda ash plant in South America. I believe 
that he was deputy reeve at that time. On returning to Amherstburg he again 
entered municipal politics and served as mayor in 1.957-58. lncidentall:v, Mr. 
Hamilton was responsible for bringing the U. A. W. Union to Brunner Mond. 

Ferman Sinasac served twelve terms as tou 1n Reeue. During that time he 
was elected Warden of the county of Essex. 

George D. McCurdy was the first blach citizen to be elected to the positfrm 
as Deputy-Reeve. This also gave him the distinction of being the first blacl~ 
member of the Essex County Council. He served with credit to Amherstburg and 
distinction to himself 

ARGUMENT CLUB 

This is just one of those little things that came to mind.· Bacl~ in the 
twenties J believe, a group of men met between 6 a.m. and 8 a.m. euery u1celulay 
morning in the office of the Mullen Coal Company, lN'st sid<' of Dalhousie 
between Richmond and Murray Streets. Regular members u1ere Arthur \ti'. 
Marsh, A. F. Falls, Tom Healey, Captain Gale Ha.c/.lett, elimmy .Ell;utt, .John 
Dicherson, Maurice Mayville, w;1ham Am Un and S1 llul~J<'l"l. T~11s 1''US tol~l to 
me b:v John Dic/?,erson. Dues were five cents a month. Thu; u1asn tan orgamzed 
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club, it just happened ... no race, creed or colour. I?iscuss_ions o( affairs?( toz~m, 
· t1"on almost anything would start a lwely d1Scuss10n. At f11 st s1gn provmce, na . , . . 

of spring, every member appeared m a wh1.te hat. 

ART BY THE RIVER - September, 1984 

The recent Art by the River show drew an attendance of over four 
thousand. It was started by Fort Malden Guild of Arts and Crafts on t~e east 
bank of the Detroit River at Fort Malden National Historic Park. During _t~e 
early days of Fort Malden Park, the Guild was form('d by a number of cw1.c 
minded people who felt such an organization was needed to foster work of local 
artists. In those early days the Guild held mPetinRs in the McGregor House, 
north end of Dalhousie Street. After sei1eral years of successful operation, it was 
decided to purchase the former Amh<>rstburg train station, and convert it into 
an art gallery. This mou(' u 1as made possible through diligence of members. 
Substantial financial donations were made towards the project by Flo Gibson 
and H. Murray Smith. 

The conversion of the building was carried out by members z.oith David 
P. Botsford and Hazen Price taldng an active part. Very active in the beginnings 
of the arts and crafts group were Mrs. Percy Waldron, Mrs. Fred Thomas, 
Maurice O'Beay, Daphne EW.s, Helen Marsh, Mrs. Marwood Parks, Alice Bailey, 
Muriel Knight, Florence Woof and many others. From time to time art shows 
are staged at the gallery. The building, although owned by the Guild, stands on 
a site oz.oned by Penn Central Railz.oay. From time to time negotiations have 
been underway for the guild to acquire the property. 

A feuJ years ago Elizabeth Willmot, a well-knoum Canadian railway 
historian, visited Amherstburg and spent some time at the art gallery. This 
resulted in a fine essay on Amherstburg, featuring the gallery in her book "Faces 
and Places Along the Railway". In this feature is a splendid picture of the old 
station. Incidentally, the building erected in the mid-l 890s, was located at the 
western end of the Essex-Amherstburg branch line, which terminated on 
Richmond Street. 

ATOMIC - May, 1982 

At 6:80 a.m. the other morning the telephone sounded - it was a call from 
Wes Ball; Mal~en River Front, to inform us that the beloved tug Atomic had 
passed up, out m the A7nherstburg Channel. In a matter of minutes it was seen 
fr~m our window, passing Canadian floating buoy 64D. The Atomic, once the 
pride of the people of Amherstburg, is now ou.med by Great Lakes Marine. It was 
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a real thrill to see her steaming up the river. 

For many years the Atomic was the bright star ol the Amherstburg river 
She UJas designed by Captain Earl Mc(lueen and constructed b:v Russel 

scene. · . · · d th day 
Brothers Shipyard in Ou.ien Sound. The Aton11c lNIS comm1ss101H' on e · . 
that the Yanks dropped the Atomic bomb on Japan and u•as ~wmed for that 
historic event. We follo1.oed the design of the tug on the drau•rng board. The 
Captain 1.oanted a powerful utility tug that could handle the problems connected 
with salvage work and also ice brea1-ling 

The Atomic soon proved the shipper hm1u 1 what he u1as doing in his desi?'1' 
for construction of a utility tug. She lNm her spurs in so luaf!e work, 1.ce 
breaking, and other marine.operations. T~.e skipper~s u1e1:e Caf!tam McQu_een, 
Captain Jahe Penner, Captam. Angus Morn.son and Captmn Chfford Morn.son. 
Following Captain McQueen 's death, McQueen Marine was purchased by 
Stanley Dupont u1ho ran a nery successful marine operation for a number of 
years. 

The Atomic was one of the best l·mown lugs on the Great Lakes, noted for 
its ice breaking ability and the fact she won champion tugboat races for a couple 
of years until the Yanhs put in a ringer. She was on call during the winter 
months to /1,eep the freighters on the Detroit-Toledo coal run moving during 
periods of heavy ice. It was not uncommon for the Atomic to free United States 
Coastguard cutters stuck in the ice. To1.onspeople turned out by the hundreds 
to l.Oelcome the Atomic and her creuJ bacll to home port after tugboat races. She 
created pride in residents of her home town. With the colourful Captain 
McQueen on the bridge she generated a lot of good publicity for Amherstburg. 

B.C.M. TECHNOLOGIES LTD. 

B. C.M. TECHNOLOGIES LIMITED, a Sodium Chlorate plant was 
established in Amherstburg in November, 1981. It z.oas decided this was 
important material for the Marsh Papers l.ohen I realized the real story behind 
this event had not been told. 

At an official announcement meeting in the Amherstburg Council 
cha~nbe~s wi.th tele~ii.sion, radio and news media present, Mayor Garnet Fox was 
lavr.sh m his prm.se of members of council, town administration and other 
municipal emP_loJ!ees w~.o had a hand in the negotiations for the plant. Never 
a word l.oas ~aid m praise of the man l.oho pulled the rabbit out of the hat! We 
refer to Dain~ Dufour,~ local promoter, who z.oas really responsible for getting 
the company interested 1.n the Amherstburg site. The Compan h d · z 

d d · · b "ld h · . y a prevwus y ma e a .enswn to m t ,e1.r plant rn. the Windsor 1·ndust · z D .r. 
. na. area. u1 our went to Toronto and spent some time with the pr1• • l l · · h 

· · .nc1p es, exp 01.m.ng ow 
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expensive it would be to sinll piling and other worll to prepare the Windsor site. 
At first they were lullewarm. He persuaded them to come to Amherstburg to looll 
over a site on the Second Concession Road. They left, discussed the matter, 
called Dufour bach in and finally signed an option for the property. 

Had it not been for Dufour 's aggressiveness the plant never would have 
come to Amherstburg, yet nary a word of praise for him was voiced by the mayor 
- in other r.oords, the politicians u1ere out to tahe the credit and forget the per~on 
who did the job. 

BANANA BELT 

Many years ago, the Amherstburg Echo z.oas loo/ling for a catchy slogan 
that could be used in the promotion of national advertising. Members of the 
Echo staff held a thinll tan!?- discussion and the late A. W. Marsh came up with 
"Serving the Banana Belt of Canada". He pointed out that in the area served by 
the Echo, many crops were grown that were not common to other parts ~f 
Canada. From that time on, this slogan was carried on the masthead, and on 
all letterheads and other advertising material. This catchy slogan produced 
results and interest. Soon the u1hole of Essex Counf.y was often called "The 
Banana Belt. 

BED AND BREAKFAST - October, 1983 

Some roeells ago, Councillor William Ferguson suggested to his fellou1 
council members that a "Bed and Breall[ast" program be established in 
Amherstburg, this to tal?-e care of tourists seel?-ing accommodation. His 
suggestion did not meet with much enthusiasm and consequently died by the 
wayside. As a matter of fact we didn't at the time thin/?- the plan held much 
merit. Since then we have changed our thinhing due to information u1e received 
on the merits of a "Bed and Breahfast" plan. 

Probably the main reason for the changing of our mind was an article in 
the Sunday Detroit Free Press by Ricll S:vlvain. He extolled the merits of the 
"Bed and Breal?-fast" concept and told u1lwt it means to a special class of tou6sl, 
the t:vpe most wanted in Amherstburg. Not onl.v does this plan provide needed 
tourist accommodation but it makes it possible for more people and families to 
travel and avoid the high cost of hotels. Amherstburg is ripe for such a plan as 
it u1ould prm 1ide good accommodation at pricf~S an ~l'erage tow·i~t could pay and 
in addition provide an income for taxpa,vers 111 designated sectwns of the town. 
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BELLEVUE VETERANS HOME 

In July, 1947 thirty or so ucterans of Vir'or !d Wa r I began to arrive in 
Amherstburg. The Department of Ve terans Affairs had purchased th~ former 
John G. Mullen property on Da lhousie Stree t South and established. a 
convalescent home to serve th e needs of aged uC' terans in Southwestern Ontarw, 
specifically Essex and Kent CounUcs. Gavin A. Greig u1as appointed as manager 
of the home. He had been engaged in th i:i type of worl~ in London at 
Westminster Hospital. 

The first eleven patients arrived with th e matron of the home, Miss Laura 
Moutrie. On a Saturday afternoon in earl:\' A ugust of that year, the Bellevue 
Veterans' Home was officially opened. The program, included short talks by 
various governnient officials, but tribute uia.s especially paid to S. Murray Clarh, 
M. P. for Essex South and to the Essex County branches of the Canadian Legion 
who had worked so hard in promoting the establishment of the veteran's home. 
I had the honour of being called upon to speah and as editor of The Amherstburg 
Echo observed that we were ve1y proud of this fine home and would do our 
utmost to assure our guests that their stay in Amherstburg would be a pleasant one. 

In March, 1949, Prime 
Minister Louis S. St. Laurent 
visited the Veterans' Home. 
When the motorcade, headed 
by the Ontario Provincial 
Police, arrived at the 
northern end of town, it was 
taken over by Amherstburg 
Police Constable H. Peever, 
at which time I had the 
privilege to join the Prime 
Minister z.oho was 
accompanied by the Hon. 
Paul Martin (then Minister 
of Health), and explained the 
historic points of interest 
along the route to the 
veterans' home. 

Many visitors came to 
Bellevue and during the few 
years that it was in operation 
z.oe had Christmas dinner 

Prime Minister Louis St. Laurent visits Bellevue 
Veterans Home - 1949. Left to right: Prime Minister 

St. Laurent, S. Murray Clark M.P., Capt. J. Earl 
Mcaueen, Gavin Greig - Manager. 

with the veterans, z.ohich was a real treat. 
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Gavin Greig did his level best to purchase supplies from local stores. He
found, however, that food prices in Amherstburg were much more expensive than
in Windsor and was forced to buy out of town. The Amherstburg Echo took up
the challenge and in our column we compared Amherstburg food prices with the
same items in Windsor stores. Naturally the local merchants resented our
approach and we were threatened with advertising boycott. We didn't budge an
inch, the result being that the Dominion Store and other food outlets in town fell
in line with Windsor prices. In later years this meant a great deal to the
community.

In 1954 Bellevue was becoming too costly to maintain and on September
30th operation of the home was discontinned. The patients were moved by
Greyhound Bus to Western Counties Lodge at Westminster, London,
accompanied by orderlies and matron Peggy Zeigel. The following August, Mrs.
Nellie Tetzlaffpurchased the home from Crown Assets Corporation, with the
intention of operating a nursing home there. This enterprise, however, never
developed according to the plan and some time later the property reverted to
Crown Assets Disposal Corporation.

On Sunday, June 3, 1962, the Essex County Historical Association
sponsored the unveiling and dedication of a historical plaque at Bellevue.
Simultaneously, the building and grounds, which had been purchased by the
Ukrainian Catholic Church of Eastern Canada, were dedicated by the Most
Reverend Isidore Boric, Bishop ofToronto. Bishop Boric celebrated Pontifical
High Mass in the garden where nearby still stood two Jesuit pear trees which
were planted, according to local legend, when the Jesuits made their first trip
up the Detroit River in the early 1700s. Subsequently the name was changed to
St. Nicholas Ukrainian Village and in 1981 an attractive, spacious senior
citizens housing complex was erected adjacent to the historic "Belle Vue .

Most times little credit is given to politicians who make it possible for
worthy local projects to get grants and other help from the federal and provincia
governments. At the recen t dedication ceremony ofthe federal historic p aque
at Bellevue, there was no men tion of the two members who used their mtluence
in making itpossible for St. Nicholas Ukrain ian Catholic Churc to pure ase
and develop the historic building. Richard Thrasher, who once served as an
Executive Assistant to former Prime Minister John Diefenbacher and ^
of the federal Conservative Party, arranged for the church .
properly from the federal government at a very low figure When
to slow up and financing for developinent was not availa e, ugen '
Minister ofAgriculture, arranged a grant from the government to
project. Both Mr. Whelon and Mr. Thrasher were also u
Maiden National Historic Park getting gran ts for park expansion and
development.
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BLOOD AND GUTS GANG 

We lost an old friend recently (1983) in the death of ~alter Goodchild, 
Parh Street. To residents born in the post prohibition e_ra, 111~ nam_e ma:v n~t 
ring a bell. During the days when liquor expo_rting was _b1:g bus1_ness :n O~tarw 
and the United States, Walter was a prom111en t part1.c1pun t rn tlu bus mes~. 
Thi.s was an exciting period in our town's history. In recent :vears, although in 
failing health, Walter enjoyed relating stories of th~se do.vs u 1 ~1en 

1
he too~ part 

in "over the river" liquor traffic to help quench the thrrst of the dry Amen.cans. 

In those days, Ontario was also supposed to be dr:v, but residents c?~ld 
order liquor for their own use from th<> province of Quebec. It was surpn.sing 
how many residents tooh advantage of this opportzmit:v. So much so that lar~e 
stochs of liquor were built up in garages and basr.>men ts. These caches were in 
turn sold to bootleggers z.oho either turned the grog bacll into the local trade, or 
shipped it over the river. This should not be confused with the legal export of 
liquor to other countries. In the case of booze that u 1ent over Amherstburg docks, 
it was all consigned to Cuba. 

Not to be outdone by American bootleggers, several local gangs went into 
the act. Walter was a member of the then famous "Blood and Guts" gang. These 
young men specialized in highjaching loads and they gathered in many a dollar. 
One of their hits was at the home of a Colchester Village resident who had a 
large supply of booze. 

The theft was investigated by the Provincial Police, with the result that 
several young bloods, including Walter were arrested and charged. The case 
dreu.J a lot of attention. The trial was held in the second floor auditorium of the 
Amherstburg town hall, with a packed house. Presiding magistrate was William 
McCormicll, clerk of the town of Aniherstburg. At the conclusion of the trial, he 
found the defendants guilty and sentenced them to ten years in Kingston 
Penitentiary, along lDith ten lashes. In comparison to other sentences of the 
time, this was cruel and unjust punishment . 

. As a young reporter 1.oe covered the trial. When my father, the late A. W 
Marsh read the story, he remarked, "There is something wrong here. Your job 
i.s to chech and find out the reason for thi.s unfair sentence." Checl1, it z.oe did and 
discovered some interesting facts. Our findings were sent to the Federal 
Mini.ster of Justice and the sentence was shortened. It 1.oas too late to avoid the 
lash, lwwever, and the spirit of the young men was broken. None got into any further trouble. 

Walter made no bones about hi,s part in the illicit liquor racket. In fact 
he liked to talk about it and told many a story of those old days. One story w~ 
about the "Battle of Old Crow." Walter and some friends had brought in a 
car load of "Old Crow " whi,s/,ey from Montreal for their ''personal use", which 
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they planned to run across the river. The cache ivas stored on Gore Street in the
abandoned horsebarn of St. John the Baptist Church. At that time autos had
come into popular use, so the shed leas neglected.

Prior to the liquor being ujoved, the route to the Indian Burial Grounds
in Anderdon was checked by a constable in on the deal. He found a horse diawn
wagon with another large load ofbooze mired in the mud on George Street. This
was seized and turned over to the Blood and Guts Gang. When the cases of Old
Crow were assembled on the shore ofthe river at the west end ofthe Middle Side
Road in Anderdon, another group ofAmherstburg men tried to stage a hold up,
resulting in the famous battle.

Yes, we will miss Walter and his entertaining stories. The business
brought many millions of dollars into the coffers of Canadian distilleis, and.
those involved became known as Rum Runners.

BOBLO

The operation of Boblo played an important role in the economy of
Amherstburg down through the years.

For many years Boblo was mainly a recreational site for church and
family picnics. Liquor was forbidden on the island, which was open each day
for only a few hours and closed at six o'clock. In later years the open ours we?e
extended and more emphasis was placed on games and rides
restaurant was put into operation, a liquor licence was obtaine . en
island operated each day until midnight.

Back in the days when Boblo was used primarily as apicnic grounds
there were many large firms who would once a year oo^, e is _ mme
annual outing for their employees and their families. o many peo

.. • •xr:-?-

Str. Columbia at Boblo dock, Str. City of Cleveland passing. Circa 1910.



down on these excursions that the Detroit, _Bel~e Isle. a_nd Winds~r Fer~y 
Company put their passenger boat into opera t10n 111 add1twn to the Colu mbw 
and Ste. Claire. After a few hours on the island the young bloods became bore~ 
so they ferried over to Amherstburg, where the hotels had arranged t~ l?ok aftei 
the infiux. Extra police z.vere engaged to control the conduct of the u1.sitors and 
children were absolutely forbidden to venture into the dozrnto1l'11 area near the 
hotels, where the croz.od was mal?.ing whoopee! At the end of the day hz:-ndreds 
of tipsy revellers u1ere hauled bacl?. to the island and returned to Detr01t_on the 
steamers. In the meantime the Amherstburg hotell?.eepers and other businesses 
had reaped a tidy profit from the free-u 1heeling Americans. 

Free passage of Canadian citizens to the U.S. uiithout official papers came 
to an end in July, 1940 when the Americans became paranoid and closed ~he 
border to anyone z.oho didn't have a Canadian passport or a border crossing 
card. Thi.s came z.oith great suddenness and for lN'ehs there were lineups in the 
American Consulate in Windsor of Canadians seehing proper credentials. This 
had a reaction on the ferr:v between Amherstburg and Boblo. Suddenly on a day 
in July the U.S. Immigration authorities told the owners of the Boblo Company 
that the service had to be discontinued if Boblo was to operate z.oithout 
immigration services when the passengers returned to Detroit. 

Thi.s action caused a lot of consternation among Amherstburg merchants. 
We u1ere charged z.oith finding a solution to the problem. One Sunday morning 
a meeting was held in the Echo office. Murray Clarh, M.P. Essex South, 
representatives from both Canadian and American Immigration and the 
Canadian Legion u.1ere present. The U.S. authorities pointed out that these 
agents had found many "undesirables" were slipping into the U.S. They came 
to Amherstburg and bought a return ticl?.et to Boblo. On the island they met 
friends from Detroit and switched tickets. This was causing a lot of trouble. 
The U.S. officials said the only way this practice could be stopped would be the 
di.scontinuance of the ferry service betz.oeen Amherstburg and Boblo. After some 
discussion a solution to the problem was suggested by the U.S. authorities that 
an American immigration officer be stationed on the Amherstburg dock. He 
could not have the authority to refuse passage of a Canadian. citizen. from one 
point in Canada to another point in Canada. Hoz.oever, the Boblo Company had 
the right to refuse admission to the island of anyone they thought was 
undesirable. The American officer would signal to the ticl?.et seller when he 
sighted anyone who u1ould ordinarily be refused to enter the U.S. This solution 
was acceptable to both Canadian and American Immigration authorities. At 
first there was a bit of a problem from some Canadian citizens. Hoz.oever, it was 
soon ironed out and this plan was follou 1ed without incident for many years and 
Boblo was again opened to Canadians using the Amherstburg to Boblo ferry. 

20 



MORE ABOUT BOBLO 

The 1984 season ended on Labour Day. As per custom, the people of the 
Amherstburg area went down to the river to bid goodbye to the last boat leaving 
the island. This farez.oell rite has been carried out down through the years. 
Boblo is more than a resort out of Detroit - it is a part of Amherstburg. It 
generates a great deal of money for the toum 's economy through its large 
employment and purchase of supplies. There are many successful professional 
men and women who earned their needed college and university financing via 
jobs on the island. This happened again during the past season z.ohen several 
hundred young people had jobs ... not the case in many western Ontario towns. 
The 1984 season was a successful one, thanl?S to its operation by the new owners 
- - Michigan Auto Club. The future looks bright for Boblo. 

The island was first purchased by the Detroit Win,dsor and Belle Isle 
Ferry Company, which operated the cross-ferries between Windsor, Detroit, and 
Belle Isle. Walter Campbell headed the company. He took a personal interest 
in its operation and development. In its early days, the emphasis was on family 
picnics. The Columbia u.1as the first large vessel to serve the Island. On busy 
days the ferries Britannia and Pleasure were called upon to carry larger than 
normal numbers of passengers. The Columbia left Boblo at 12 noon, crossed 
over to Amherstburg and picked up locals (mostly women) bound for an hour or 
two of shopping in Detroit. They disembarhed on the return trip at four o'clocll. 
These passengers had to pass through Canadian Cust01ns inspection. The 
officers were not very strict and most of the ZJ.Jomen came bacll loaded with 
goodies from large Detroit stores. In those days people z.oere allou1ed to pass to 
and from Boblo freely. 

Some years later the United States immigration service threatened to 
make it difficult for Detroiters to come down to the island without going through 
immigration inspection on their return to Detroit. To allow the Detroit 
passengers to avoid the inspection, the U.S. authorities demanded the 
Amherstburg-Boblo ferry service be discontinued. This ruling went in to effect 
for a while but z.oas finally rescinded. Ferry service between Amherstburg and 
Bob lo was allowed from the island to Amherstburg except for U.S. returning 
passengers. 

Folloz.oing the closing doz.on of Amherstburg-Boblo service, the publishers 
of the Echo arranged a meeting to u. 1hich the owners of the island, S. Murra.v 
Clarh M.P. Essex South, representatives from both Canadian and United States 
immigration services, the mayor of Amherstburg, and a meniber of the Legion 
z.oere invited. This meeting tooll place in the Echo office. All phases of the 
problem were discussed and finally the United States authorities agreed to lift 
the ban providing a U.S. immigration office be stationed at the Amherstburg 
doch to check over all purchasing tic/lets. He did not hm1e the authority to ban 
anyone from the island, however, so when he gave a signal to the ticllet seller, 
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he or she refused to sell the ticket. The island owners had th.e right to refuse 
ticket sales to anyone. The ruling dated bach to problems ~' 1h1ch the company 
encountered when Detroiters, fining no liquor sold on the_ r.sland, crossed over 
to Amherstburg to get their thirst quenched. Sale of tlc/.:ets from _Bo?lo to 
Amherstburg was cancelled. The drunlls had to get bacll to Detrmt via the 
Amherstburg-Windsor trolley, plus the Detro;t I W;ndsor ferr_t'. 

A lot of changes were made - all for the better, since the Michigan 
Automobile Association purchased the resort and tooll oPer its management. T~e 
club deserves a lot of praise for the uplleep and management of the Park. We did 
not get over to the island in 1983, so u1ere determined to malle it befo~·e the end 
of the 1984 season in order to see for ourselves what so many z,oere talking about. 
This excursion was made on Saturday, before the end of the season. The 
weather was ideal, resulting in a large crowd on the island. Several thousand 
crossed over from Amherstburg on the Boblo ferries. Many came over from 
Gibraltar, Michigan by the ferry service establi.shed at the beginning of the 1984 
season. In addition, the Ste. Claire and Columbia brought down thousands 
from Detroit. It was a very happy day for the visitors. Several new rides were 
in operation, the island was spic and span, without litter, and the fl,ower 
gardens put on a good shmoing. We wallled around the south end of the island, 
viewing the historic lighthouse, the blocll house and the white sands beach off 
the south end of the island. The grass was z,oell kept. The general appearance 
of the island was good. The attendance showed a marked improvement over 
previous years. Plans are underway for further improvements before the 1985 
season opens. All power to the Auto Club for a job well done. 

ANOTHER BOBLO STORY 

The Spring of 1982 was a tough time for young people to enter to labour 
market. With few jobs to be had in the Amherstburg area many of our locals 
had to look elsewhere for worll. One young Amherstburg man went out West and 
stood in a number of lines waiting to be interviewed. At one point he was asked 
for his .resume. The official read it and told him to come back the next day, 
which he did. During the interview he was asked about previous employment. 
The young man replied that the only job he ever had was during the summer 
cooking hamburgers on Boblo. "You cooked hamburgers on Boblo?" asked the 
interviewer. "Yes" he replied. "So did I!" answered the official. Of course, this cinched the job for him. 

Through the years young people have worked on the island in order to 
finance. their . educ_ation. Many prominent doctors, lawyers and other 
professionals m Windsor and Detroit boast of their early experience while working on Boblo. 
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BOOTLEGGING AND RUM-RUNNING 

There has been a good deal 1.vritten about bootlegging and rum-running 
a~ong the lower Detroit River. To set matters straight, there was a vast 
difference between rum-running and bootlegging. 

Rum-running was legal export from Canada to foreign countries. In the 
case of Amherstburg shipping, all the booze was destined for 'Cuba'. The 
operation was mostly carried out on the Fred Woods doc/1-, Dalhousie Street 
South - that water property being owned by Conklin Planing Mills and still 
later, a part of it by McQueen Marine Limited. Bootlegging covered the illegal 
sale of booze in Ontario. The two are confused and intertwined. 

In Amherstburg during the "Dirty Thirties" times were tough and many 
residents resorted to bootlegging to keep body and soul together. While there are 
many humorous stories from those days, following is one of my favourites: 

Joe Fleury lived at the corner of Gore and George streets and across from 
him lived Henry Odette. One day Joe called Constable Carl Farrow of the 
Provincial Police Detachment at Amherstburg and reported that his neighbour 
across the road was bootlegging. "How do you know?" asked Constable Farrou.J. 
"I knou.J because he's taking all my customers", answered doe. 

ANOTHER BOOTLEGGING STORY 

This particular tale concerns Alexander K. Duff, a son of Henry G. Duff 
and Mary Cunningham, early Amherstburg area citizens. 

Coming bac/1- from overseas following World War I, Alec got into the 
bootlegging business. He opened the Deerhead Club on the west side of 
Sandwich Street, a site nou.i covered by General Amherst High School. Being 
very successful there he decided to move downtown where he opened a club on 
the second fioor of the building }1-nown as Bullock's Tavern, northeast corner of 
Dalhousie and Murray Streets. The club was set up, also a hiding place for the 
liquor, and Alec prepared for a grand opening. A few hours before this event 
took place however the Provincial Police raided the premises and went directly 
to the hiding plac~. Alec never linew how the liqu~r U)aS discovered. It so 
happened that a young man wor/1-ing for him at the tune had as/1-ed for a raise 
in salary, which Alec refused. Irate, the young man went to the police and gave 
them full information. 

Later Alec moved his operation to the Fraser building, southwest corner 
of Gore and' Dalhousie. Here, because of his political influence, he was able to 
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Alec Duff 

BOWLING ON THE GREEN 

open a bar and (Jlso estah li~h ed CI r.es t<rnr?nt in 
an adjoining building, uiln ch /Jrou 1ded hnn the 
proper regulations for o liquor license. H e. soon 
tired of oper(Jting the res tau rnnt but contwued 
running his f<wern. 

/fr <'Pentun lly ch anged the name to 
Duffv's T<wern, uihich he later sold to. Zarlw 
VuciniC' ond M ille Jojich. 1\[ta sellrng the 
taPPrn, !\ le(' m<wed in to an apartm ent in a s1~iall 
build ing adjoining the tm 1ern and did a li.ttle 
bootlegging husiness on th e s ide . .. just to heep 
in practiC'e. 

Around the turn of thC' <·en tury a.nd in to th e 1900s lawn bowling ZDas a 
very popula.r sport in Amherstburg. Th e> first g reens uiere constructed on the 
river front z.oest of the W. S . Fa lls residen ce. Later, 11iembership in the club 
increased to such a.n extent that the west section of the west town parh was used 
for this purpose. A number of fine greens lN're constructed and the club held an 
a.nnua.l bowling tournament tha.t coPered the weehend of the August holiday. 
Bouilers came from. all over Ontario for this popular event. The last night of the 
gathering was highlighted by a. moonlight cruise on the river. This was one of 
the biggest even ts of the year. 

Interest in bowling waned a.round the 1920s and soon the greens were 
abandoned a.n.d the lights tahen dou 1n. This area., once pa.rt of the old parade 
grounds of Fort Malden, u1as later converted as part of the West Toz.on Parh. 

RED BROWNING -August, 1983 

Lorenzo D. (Red) Browning ha.s been chosen as ma..vor of Grosse Pointe 
(Michigan) to repla.c<' Mayor Dmiid Robb who resigned. Mr. Brau.ming has been 
a member of the Grosse PointP council since 1971 . This is of special interest to 
Amh<'rstburg area resid<>nts as 'Red' was president of the Island of Bob lo 
Com.pan.v for the period 1958-1.979. For several years the Brau.ming family lived 
in Am.herstburg in the formN McGregor home at the north end of Dalhousie 
Street. This house has sincp been demolished in expansion programs at Fort 
Malden Na.tiona/ lfotoric Pm·/,. Red Bro11•ning wa.s a hard wor/,er and guided 
the Ofll'ration of Boblo Island during a Pery difficult period. This ended in the 
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sale of the island to a group of Americans who did not have experience in the 
operation of such a parl-l. Thi,s ended in failure and it lool-led, for a time, that it 
was _the end of this popular resort. The Michigan A.A.A. stepped in, purchased 
the 1,sland and are doing a good job in its operation. 

Back to Red Browning - he was a hard worker and 1-lept the operation 
afloat despite unforeseen obstacles. He spent a great deal of hi,s time, during the 
season, on the island and made many friends in Amherstburg. Going through 
some of the pictures in the Marsh Collection, there was one of a derrick hauling 
his station wagon from the river. It was Red's custom to load his vehicle on the 
Boblo barge to have it carried to and from the island. One day he had driven 
his car aboard the barge and whether or not he set the brakes is unknown. 
Shortly after leaving the island, the car rolled off the barge, and into the river. 
Luckily, Red was able to escape from the car and was rescued. The McQueen 
Marine derrick Commander raised the vehicle. 

BRUCE HOUSE- July, 1982 

We were saddened the other day when the town fathers turned doz.on the 
offer of the Amherstburg Rotary Club to purchase and restore the historic Bruce 
House, northwest corner Murray and Ramsay Streets. The defeat of the motion 
to accept the Rotary Club off er came at the end of a lengthy di{{ erence of opinion, 
and one that was punctuated by a series of personal attacl?.S against some council 
members in stories appearing in the "Gloom and Doom" Daily. Were it not for 
attacks, we feel the historic house could have been saved. 

In our personal opinion we feel the council erred in not accepting the offer 
of the Rotary Club. This organization has a good track record on promotion of 
heritage in Amherstburg. It has put its money u.1here its mouth is, as· shown by 
the purchase, moving and restoration of the hi,storic Par/?. House now located on 
the King's Navy Yard Park The museum is attracting hundreds of tourists. 
Had the council accepted the offer of the Rotary Club, it would have been money 
in the bank for the town. Before the vote we tried to figure out its result. It l.Oas 
quite evident that four members of the Town Council, as their right, would vote 
against the sale. We figured the mayor, reeve, and deputy reeve l.Oould vote in 
favour. That left tz.oo members, one of whom was a school teacher, the other a 
retired school teacher. Our thinl?.ing was that both would vote in favour of 
accepting the Rotary Club offer. 1'_lo~ so. The. teac~er voted aga_inst the off er, and 
the retired teacher didn't vote claunmg conflict of interest. Th1,s doomed the fate 

of this historic structure. 

Unfortunately, the day the Bruce House crashed dow~, members of the 
Ontario Heritage Foundation vi,sited Amherstbw:g. T_h~ story m the Gloo~. and 
Doom Daily featured this aspect of the foundatwn l.ns1.t, and brushed as1.de the 
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outstanding heritage program carried out by the Loui n coun ci l 011cr the past 
number of years. This oversight was corrected by Joh n Whi tC', chairman of the 
Ontario Heritage Foundation. He remarhed that he couldn't criticize the town 
council for allol.oing the demolition, because council has lim ited resources to use 
on h;,storical structures. "I don't want to criticize the Amh('rstb u rg town council 
because their heritage accomplishments hmie been superior to most Ontario 
towns. They have done more than any other community of their size, and 
proportionally more than nearly an:v other commun i f.v uii th the exception of 
Perth and Kingston." 

FIRST BUS TO AMHERSTBURG - 1938 

At a Sandwich, Win dsor and Aniherstburg Railway dinner at the 
Anderdon Tavern in 1958 W. H. Furlong, cha irman of the board, recalled that 
the first bus used by the compan.v ca me to A mh erstburg on a trial run. He 
further stated that th e compan:v d id not 0 1N 1 the bus but borrou.ied it for the 
oc~asion from the Ford Mo tor Compan:v. lru in e W. "Michey" Cochrane was 
drwer of the bus on that Ma rch day in J 938. 

The bus pulle_d up in front of Th e Echo office u1h<!re a represrntative arou 
of Amherstburg busrnessmen U'ere ll'Cti ting to go .r

0
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1
1 rn. er a nee over to 
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Harrow and back they were coinplclely sold on the fact that street cars should
be scrapped and replaced by buses. On this historic trip were Louis J. Fox, T.
H. Fox, C. E. Flood, W. M. Memies, Alexander Bertrand, Charles Fleming, R.
D. Wigle, Drifford Bertrand, John Gott, J. R. Hamilton, W. S. Woof, Geor^
Pettypiece, Arthur W. Marsh, J. H. Lovegrove, J. J. Quinn, C. S. Hall, J. H.
Shillington and myself.

It was shortly afterward that sufficient buses were purchimed to start on
the Amherstburg-Windsor run and the early drivers were rt ur
Joseph Armstrong. At that time Mr. Furlong lived in Amherstburg and his idea
of a good time was to follow the buses in his car to see what kind of business
they were doing.

For a number of years Amherstburg had super-duper bus .
was especially so during World War H when cars, gas an ires,
However, following the cessation of hostilities cars again came on ,
and many of thfbus riders used their own autos for r'Tcnv^
Commuters began carrying passengers in their cars an e u
that bus traffic ivas cut down and the service had to be cur ailed. In those days
the retain fare from Amherstburg to Windsor was 50 cents.

CALLAM HOUSE - January 1984

Late in the afternoon. Thursday before
from Harry Bosveld, head ofFort Maiden to Parks Canada,
of the Callam House on Dalhousie Street ha commissariat for Fort
This historic building for many for the Callam family.
Maiden. For.nearly a century it served n ^^as intimated that
When the estate ofMrs. Walter Callam was Pnrks Canada. Negotiations
the family was in favour of selling the proper y family and the efforts
began and continued. Thanks to deal was completed and
of Eugene Whelan, federal its restoration will be carried
a treasure was preserved for Canadian J . Maiden,
out after aplan has been developed to make it apart or r

, TT uu Fjjffpne Whelan for his efforts in makingWe can thank the Honourable g noliticians and seldom say
the purchase possible. Too often we . ^ getting federal financial
••thanks''. Mr. mdan also playedan^
grants for the development of A g provincial
contributions towards this development were also maae y
government.

Three federal members
development ofFort Maiden National Historic P
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M. P. Essex South, got the ball rolling and u. 1orl?-ed. with the Fort Mal~en 
Management Committee in the original thrust. E:rpans10ns were made poss1,b:~ 
through efforts of member Richard Thrasher and later by~':· Whelan. I~ wouh 
be remiss for the Amherstburg Council not to off1c1ally recognrze t e 
eontributions made by these men. 

CAL VERT DISTILLERS - January 1984 

A man who played an important part in the affairs of Amherstburg in the 
late 1940s and early 1950s died recentl:v in Montreal. He was Alex Tra~ff, 
manager of Calvert Distillers' Amherstburg plant. He gui~e.d this .operati?n 
through good times when the plant produced large quant1.t1.es of 1.ndustrial 
alcohol. Traeff was in charge when a disastrous fire swept the plant on the 
evening of August 15th, 1950, destroying a number of buildings including the 
still. Alex loved Amherstburg and it was he who persuaded Sam Bronfman 
(head of Seagram Distillers Corporation) to rebuild the plant, add increased 
facilities and make it one of the most modern distilling plants in Canada. This 
all resulted in an unprecedented program of expansion and modernization. 

The explosion tool?- place at 8: 15 p. m. The tremendous roar of four 
exploding rectifiers filled the night with flames shooting 200 feet skyward. The 
force of the explosion jarred the countryside for miles. The heat was so intense 
that within minutes the steel beams of the still house l.oere t1.oisted, misshapen 
hunks of steel. Windsor and other county fire departments sent equipment to 
help fight the inferno. Calvert employees did an outstanding job in saving 
remaining buildings. The wall on one rack warehouse collapsed and barrels 
spilled out. Employees recognized the danger and removed them from the area. 
Jim McBride, Lloyd Brown and Ted Pickering took a leading part in this 
operation. Later Lloyd Brown and Ted Pickering climbed to the roof of the 
warehouse and poured z.oater on the building to prevent spread of the fire caused 
by red hot flaming debris. Ernie Naylor, chief distiller, cut the pipelines leading 
from the distillery building to the warehouses and storage tanks. It took several 
hours. and four fire departments to bring the blaze under control. It burned 
until two o'clock in the morning and smouldered long past dawn. It was some 
days until an investigation into the fire was finished, after which a clean-up of 
the premises was carried out. 

Prospects of rebuilding the plant were not bright. The loss of this 
industry l.oas a belly blow to the to1.on. In fact it was not until 1953 that a 
decision l.oas made to rebuild the plant and make it one of Canada's most 
modern distilling plants, its output to be niostly Seagram's V. O. for export to the 
United States. Were it not for Alex Traeff the new bottling building, distillery 
and many u.1arehouses may not have been built. 
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. . ~hile in Amherstburg, Alex Traeff tool-l an active part in community 
actimt1es. ~t t~at t~me softball ~J,iamonds were located on the east town park 
Play u.1as hm1,ted m the evenings due to lac& of floodlights. Mr. Traeff 
spearheaded a drive to raise money to finance this needed facility. His company 
led the way mal?.ing a major donation to the campaign. He was an active 
member of the Chamber of Conunerce and served on other local boards. Leaving 
Amherstburg, Alex supervised the construction of distillery plants in other parts 
of the world. Until his death Mr. Traeff retained his interest in Amherstburg 
and made annual visits to the town. He subscribed to several copies of The Echo 
for members of his family and was heenly interested in the activities in the town 

that he loved. 

The distillery in Amherstburg came into being in 1928 when Border 
Brewers and Distillers of Vancouver decided to build a plant here. This decision 
was prompted by two shareholders, Harold and Joseph Massey. The idea l.oas 
to build a distillery close to the American border so that shipments could be 
:xported to that whiskey-hungry country during prohibition. The plant opened 
in 1929 under the name of Pioneer Distillers Limited (to commemorate the early 
settlers of the area). To facilitate export of whiskey to the United States, the 
company established a small airport at the north-east corner of Texas Road and 
t~e 2nd Concession of Anderdon. Some liquor went over the border from this 
airport but it never became a major operation. The marhet to the States only 
continued until the early 1980s when prohibition there was repealed. Final 
clearance papers for export to the U.S. were issued in Amherst burg on May .'31, 

1930. 

CANADA SOUTHERN RAILWAY - September, 1982 

Had a call the other evening from a railway buff who lives in Connecticut. 
Hi,s special interest is the Canada Southern Railway l.Ohich ran between Niagara 
Falls and Gordon __ troo miles north of Amherstburg. He is an official of a u1orld 
wide electronic company and his hobby is research into G_anada Southern. He 
came across our name when he was reading Elizabeth Wdlnwt 's excellent booh 

aces and Places Along the Railwa)'." "Fi 

Canada Southern played an important part in the economy of 
Amherstburg during the period of 1873 to 1883. The car ferry Tr?nsfer OP_erated 
from the foot of Texas Road to Stoney Island, then oi'.er a .rmlway bndge to 
Grosse Ile. The tracks crossed the island to the u1est s1,de, wher~ the)' crossed 
over to the United States mainland at Trenton. The head off1,ce,, of Canada 
Southern · A h tburg 1·n the building that noH' houses the Fort Malden · was in m ers , , · · · · · . . . 
Branch 157 of the Royal Canadian Legion. Jee condit10ns 111 the lower Detr01t 
River made for diffic~lt passage of the Transfer and fo~ sever?l other ~·easons the 
section of the line from Essex to Amherst burg was d1.scon t111 ued mound 188.'J 
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and the cutoff from Essex to Windsor was put into operation. Ca_nada Southern 
later became Michigan Central Raihoay, Neu 1 Yorh Central R01luiay and Penn 
Central Railway. 

There was a lot of wheeling and dealing done by Samuel.Zimmerman, 
promoter of the Amherstburg and St. Thomas Railway, u·~1ch after Mr. 
Zimmerman's death became a section of the Canada Southern. There were two 
factions involved in the Amherstburg and St. Thomas Railu 1ay. The Buchanan 
group and the Zimmerman group. The Amhffstburg and St. T~omas was 
chartered in May 1855 but was slou 1 getting off the ground untll after Mr. 
Zimmerman's death in 1857. 

The battle for the control of the Amherstbz1rg and St. Thomas raged 
betu.Jeen the Buchanan and the Zimmerman groups. Tu 10 organization meetings 
were held in Amherstburg on August 7, 1856, one in the Amherstburg Town Hall 
and the other in the Horsman Hotel, corner Dalhousie and Murray. John 
McLeod, distiller, was elected chairman of the Buchanan slate and Arthur 
Ranldn, the Zimmerman slate. The Amherstburg and St. Thomas Raihoay was 
slated to be the western linh of the then called "Southern" railway. 

CAULKINS 

The Ralph S. Caulkins was once shippered by Captain Walter Callam. 
He was in command for a number of years beginning in 1942. From time to 
time some Amherstburg residents roere members of the creu.Js. Included were 
David, Mac and Jack Maloney, Russ Fox, Alex Callam, Han.Ii Whelan and Bill 
Miller. No doubt we have missed the names of some. The Caulkins held special 
interest for local river watchers. Its rohistle blast l.oas familiar -- upbound as it 
came to the southern tip of Boblo Island the l.ohistle u.Jould l.oail one long and 
three shorts. The word of its passing would rapidly get around. Friends and 
relatives would go to the river and wave to local creu.J members. This blast was 
especially welcome to Captain Callam 's wife and family l.oho lived on Dalhousie 
Street 'south of the Waterworks Park. 

Captain Walter Callam was the third generation of Great La.hes Sl-lippers. 
He had a reputation of being one of the best on the lakes who often took his 
command out when other sl-lippers stayed in port. Some thought he took chances 
-- probably so, but he never endangered members of his crew. Incidentally, the 
414 foot Caull?.ins was built by American Shipbuilding Company at Lorain, Ohio 
in 1902. She was first named the J. M. Jenks, then renamed R. R. Richardson. 
At one point in its career it was chartered to Nicholson Universal. In 1942 she 
was purchased by Henry L. Caulkins and named for hi.s son Ralph H. Caull-lins. 
After being sold by Caulldn she was renamed Poweraux Peter and scrapped in 
1965. 
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Sidelights on the Caull-lins family; Henry L. Caull~ins was married to the 
daughter of S. 0. Johnson. Mr. Johnson U}QS head of the Penberty Injector 
<?ompany, a large plant operating in Detroit. He maintained a summer home 
in Amherstburg on property west side of Laird, south of Alma Street. This large 
tract noz.o (1984) contains a number of homes south from Alma to property 
owned by Gordon Williams. There was a large house and well furnished 
boathouse, barn for carriage horses, tennis courts and many other facilities 
enjoyed by the z.oell-to-do. It was usual for Mrs. Johnson to be driven dou.mtown 
each day in a horse drau.m carriage. We remember oldtimers telling us she was 
a large woman who sat alone on the bach seat. Her only companion was a small 
dog. The house z,0as eventually destroyed by fire and later the property was 
divided and sold. Another interesting angle was Mr. Simpson, divorced 
husband of Wallis Simpson, married the divorced wife of Homer Johnson, son 
of Mr. and Mrs. S. 0. Johnson. 

CHAN QUAN 

A small item in the October 4, 1962 Echo revealed the fact that Chan 
Quan, a former beloved Amherstburg restaurant proprietor, died in Canton, 
China at the age of 88. He returned to his homeland in 1956. Chan Quan 's 
place of business was in the southeast corner of the Hadley Block at the 
in~ersection of Ramsay and Murray Streets. He always se~med to_be an old man 
with a big heart who never forgot his friends. In the np-roaring days when 
Amherstburg was the centre of the liquor export business to the dry United 
States, the rum runners would go into Chan's to put away hefty meals - at all 
hours of the day and night _ prior to or after completing a successful trip to the 
American mainland. After the Canadian government banned th~ legal export 
o~ liquor and when the Depression brought business to a ~tandstill, Cfia!1' sol~ 
his Amherstburg restaurant and after a year's visit to his homeland wi~h h1,s 
family in China, returned to Canada. He bought a restaurant on Drouillard 

Road and later one on Ottawa Street. 

WINSTON CHURCHILL 

On December 27, 1941 z.ve received a telegram from Herb Lash, Director 

of Public Relations for the Federal Government: 

"John Marsh 
Echo 
Amherstburg, Ontario . . . 

Request of Prime Minister King you are mmted 

to gallery seat for Churchill's speech. 
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Tuesday 3 p .m. Stop. Please u1ire at once if you 
accept. Stop. No acceptances later than ten o 'clocl" 
Monday morning. Stop. If coming pick up ticl-cet at my 
office. Stop. 

G. H. Lash 
Director of Public /11 /or ma ti on 
Stop " 

Needless to say a wire of acceptonce went baci» im m ediately . Mr . King 
had invited 50 top publishers of da ily and weckl.v ncuispapers to go to Ottawa 
to hear Mr. Churchill speak. Thc.v ll '<!l"e given prime sea ts on the floor of the 
House of Com,mons. Mr. Ch urchill had been in Was hington and on his way 
bacli to Britain stopped at Ottau 1a. 

His visit folloroed th e capitulation of France to Germany. The French 
people were saying that soon Eng land would be invaded and also come under 
German rule. Commenting on th is statem ent in his House of Commons speech, 
Mr. Churchill said that th e Bri tish people u1ould be li!-f.e a chiclwn and soon have 
its nech l.Orung. "Some chicken - sonie nee!<,", he said. 

Follol.oing the speech, Mr. Churchill m et privately with a select group of 
the invited newspaper publishers in a closed room behind the House of 
Commons. Before he came in, Prim e Minister Maclienzie King told the news 
people that Mr. Churchill was u.1eary and not to ask him questions. He further 
said that Churchill would ma.he a statement. A few minutes later Mr. Churchill 
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~a.me into the :oom. lool~ing lille a baby's bottom, red-cheeked and smiling. He 
ad a long cigar rn h1S mouth. When 110 one put forth any questions Mr. 

Churchill said, "What's the matter zcith you Canadian newspapermen? I just 
came from the States u1here they hounded me to death." The editor of the 
~oronto Gl?be answered, telling Mr. Churchill about Mr. King's instructions. 
iisk anythmg .\'OU u1ant and I'll ansu 1er as long as none of the information goes 
pa~~ these four u1alls until th(' u1ar is over", said Churchill. Then followed 
spirited questioning in u.1hich Churchill told of the abortive invasion, the dummy 
guns, the Hess affair and other S('(T('f information. which was unknown to the 
P7!blic. Be it said to the credit of the Canadian newspaper people that not a 
single bit of information giu('n by Churchill that day was ever revealed until the 
wa: .was over. That evening clusters of news people from Canada and the 
British Empire gathered in a room in the Chateau Laurien to discuss 
Churchill's uisit and spe('ch. It was lille men who had been to a revival meeting 
and hit the trail. 

One British newsman u..1ho had come to North America with Churchill 
told us some of the experiences that he had while covering Churchill in Great 
Britain: Folloz.oing an in tense bombing of the east end of London, Churchill went 
to vieu.1 the section early in the morning. Standing on a pile of rubble he gave 
courage to the English people. Having the call of nature he turned his back on 
the croz.od and relieved himself Turning bach he said, "That's what I think of 
that Nazi bastard. " Another story z.oas told of his close friendship and 
association with Fran.Jdin D. Roosevelt. Once when Churchill was staying at the 
White House, Roosevelt uiished to talk to Churchill in the middle of the night. 
He wheeled doum to Churchill's room, saw a light under the door and luwched. 
Churchill called out to "come in" and the President, upon entering, encountered 
the British Prime Minister parading around in the nude. Roosevelt started to 
back out when Churchill boomed out, "Come in, come in. We Englishmen have 
nothing to hide!" 

Another WWII story concerned a meeting of the executive of the C. W.M. 
Association in Ottau..1a. W. Maclwnzie King was im1ited to speall at the din ~er 
meeting. At this small gathering he also pledged the secrecy of the Canadwn 
news people and told of the white papers that had come to his desll thc:t d~y. In 
these it was revealed what would probably happen to Hitler and his mistress 
Eva. Subsequent events proved that Mr. King's information was very accur.ate. 

The day following his address to the House of Commons, Churchill held 
a press conference at Government House. Several hundred newsp~per pe?ple 
from Canada and the U.S. attended. Sez1eral times Churchill a~,oi~ed 
ansu.1ering questions. At this public conference he did not talle the medw mto 

his confidence as he had earlier. 

. . ,~ ;. G B . . Ch h ·11' ·sits to Canada did Follou.nng this he le1t 1or real ntam. urc .1. s .v1. · · L much to lift spirits during those troub:e
3
d times. 
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CLOSED MEETINGS 

In our many years of writing stories about local govern_m~n t ll'e di~n 't tell 
many tales about public officials with a hand i~ the cool·ue ;ar. During one 
period, however, we did malign a mayor ll 1ho contrnually battled The Ech? and 
warned the tou.m they'd be better off without this newspaper. W(' had a tip ~ne 
day that he would be required to appear before a closed "off the record'.' nieet1:ng 
of the Amherstburg Council. At this me('ting he ll 1a_s charged_ unth using 
municipal services for his own ben('fit. Admitting to tins he pro1m.sed to make 
restitution, which he never did. 

Over the years there were tu10 other known cases ll1here public employees 
stole funds from the tou.m treasury. As for closed m('etings of the Amherstburg 
Council, we were never barred from these gatherings. It was understood that 
any information we received would not be made public. The town fathers 
z.oanted to keep us fully aware at all times of what was happening in local 
government. This same privilege z.oas extended to the representative from the 
Windsor Daily Star. Their representative broke a confidence lJ..Jhich resulted in 
the press being barred from several 'in camera' meetings, this to the detriment 
of the electors. 

J. "NIG" CLARK 

The Amherstburg district has always had its share of 'characters' and 
we're proud of them. 

One of them z.oas J. "Nig" Clark, the only local boy who ever made big time 
baseball. Born in Anderdon at what was known as "Hell's Corners" (corner 
Texas Road and 8rd Concession) in 1882, Jay Justin Clarh was the son of 
Jerome and Catherine Clark lDho were of Wyandotte Indian descent. 

In the summer of 1902 the 20-year-old "Nig" was a rookie catcher with the 
Corsicana club of the Texas league. His team was playing Texarkana. The first 
time at bat Clark socked the ball over the right field fence for a home run. The 
same thing happened on his second, third and fourth times at bat - in three 
innings. A u.1ealthy Texas cattleman z.oalked out on the field and offered the 
catcher fifty dollars if he would hit one more homer. So Nig obliged and hit his 
fifth home run of the game. The Texan ran back out and offered Nig another 
fifty and he hit the sixth home run of the game. Every time he came to bat the 
crowd went wild . .. in that game he hit eight homers for eight at-bats. Somebody 
in the croz.od passed the hat and collected more than two hundred dollars as a 
rez.oard for his incredible feat. After that game he was shou.1ered by admirers 
with all sorts of gifts, mostly new clothes. · 
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. He als~ played for the Cleveland Naps and Indians, St. Louis Brou.ms, the 
Pittsbu_rgh Pirates and the Philadelphia Phillies. Nig was the only big league 
pla?er in baseball hi.story who scored eight home runs in a single game, a record 
which we believe still stands. 

We met Nig Clark in 1940 when he came home to attend an Old Bo'\Js' R . . J 

eunwn in Amherst burg. He was then a patient in the Dearborn Veterans' 
H~spital. At that time he had come to the end of the road and was sponging 
drinks from his old friends. He died in 1949 at his home in River Rouge. 
Someone outght to make a movie of Clark's life and career. 

CRYSTAL BAY - November, 1983 

Clean up Crystal Bay and Hidden Lake! This is the objective of a number i are?' bo?ters and scuba divers who enjoy their sport in thi,s section of the lower 
E etr?it River. Crystal Bay was created when the United States Corps of Army 
C ngineers constructed a compensating dyl?-e on the east side of the Livingstone 
L J:-anne~, to control the level of the water in the Amherstburg Channel over the 

0 ime Kiln Crossing. At that time it was feared water drained from the Upper 
reat Lakes by the Chicago Drainage Canal would interfere with the water level 

over the dangerous Lime Kiln Crossing. The danger involved the increasing size 
of G_reat Lakes freighters which needed assurance of proper depth over this 
section of the river. 

T . In the building of the dyke, the contractors left a section of the dyke open. 
'his became "Hidden Lake", favourite recreational centre for many. The lake 

was fed by underground streams through the limestone. Entry to the lake was 
closed by a loose stone fill that allowed the water to escape into Crystal B.ay. The 
wa~er in the lake is crystal clear. More and more boaters discovered this prime 
~wim~ing and scuba diving ar1m. Soon, thoughtless people beg°:n removing the 
~ocking stones, small craft began entering the lake and its charm soon 

disappeared. 

There is a movement among Amherstburg area boaters and scuba divers 
to restore the lake to its original charm. Some progress has been made, but not 
enough. Thomas Hamilton drew the attention of town council to the deplorable 
~?ndition of Hidden Lake and Crystal Bay. One of the real problems is there is 
ittle or no control over the users of this recreational area. Many are from the 

American side of the river. Beer cans and other trash is_ throu.m int? _the bay. 
!'here i.s no patrol at this time by either Canadian or American authorities. The 
international boundary line crosses over the northern part of the area. Most of 
both Crystal Bay and Hidden Lake are part of the toz~mship of And~rdon. A 
small section is located in Amherstburg. At one tune, t~,e province took 
responsibility for policing, but little attention has been shown in recent months. 
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The only answer seems to be for interested boaters _to put ~he pressure on ,the 
politicians to clean up the area, and police it before its use 1s totally destro:>ed. 
On a bright warm day in the summer, it is not un~omm_or: _for several ~undred 
small craft to be anchored in Crystal Bay. Aquatic actw1t1,es are earned on by 
many hundreds. Most of the boaters are tops, but there is a. m_inority who cause 
real problems. These can only be controlled by proper pohc1,ng. We ~ope Tom 
and his friends strike real pay dirt in their program to clean U[> this popular 
spot which is used by Canadians and Americans u.iho love the river. 

F. H. A DA VIS/PERCY COYLE - February, 1984 

Recently two old homes along the west side of Sandwich Street between 
Rankin and Richmond z,vere demolished, this to make way for a new entrance 
and parking lot for Richmond Nursing Home. One of the houses was formerly 
the home of F. H. A. Davis, a prominent black lawyer, who for many years acted 
as toum solicitor. The other house rvas the residence of the W. P. Coyle family. 
For a number of years Percy Coyle was Essex County clerk and a good one too. 
He travelled to Sandu.1ich each day aboard the SandzDich, Windsor and 
Amherstburg electric railway trolley. Mr. Coyle was an outstanding official and 
served the county well. He lived in Anderdon Township before moving to 
Amherstburg. 

DEPRESSION 

The Depression of the 'Dirty Thirties' hit practically every family in 
Amherstburg. There was little money and in those days, there were no cushions 
such as old-age pension, mothers' allowance, baby bonus, etc. It was hard
going, with most people scratching to rnal?-e a living. 

There was no organized help except charity committees in local 
communities. The Amherstburg Charity Committee of the Tou.m Council u.'as 
headed by Reverend H. A. Wright, rector of Christ Church. Thank goodness he 
was a man of compassion. Small food orders were given, these to the stores 
winning the contract. The main contract U)as given to a local grocer who 
thought that he could mal?-e a fast bucli by giving recipients inferior goods. 
Anything zDas good enough for people on charity, was his philosophy. His game 
came to an end one da:y when the Charity Committee held an in-camera meeting 
at which we were present. Mr. Wright charged the grocer zDho admitted that he 
gave cornmeal filled u.lith bugs to a charity case. Needless to say this problem 
was closed in a hurry. The Charity Committee continued along for a number of 
years until there was a radical change. Amherstburg was lucky to have a man 
of Mr. Wright's calibre looking after its unfortunates. 
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We z-0ell recall a trip made to Winnipeg in 1936 to attend the annual 
meeting of the Canadian Weeldy Newspapers Association, our first trip to 
Western Canada and a memorable one indeed. The first morning heading west 
out of Su_dbury we passed train after train parked on sidings waiting for the 
transcontinental to go through. On top of the boxcars of these freight trains were 
hundreds of young men travelling across Canada seeking employment. The 
railways couldn't put them off the trains in the wilderness over the great shield. 
Winnipeg was a gathering point for the jobless and we well recall attending a 
gathering of these fine young men on the grounds of the Parliament Buildings, 
when Tim Buck, head of the Communist Party in Canada, spoke to them. 
Thank goodness thi,s bad economic condition in Canada was righted in a fairly 
short period. 

On the brighter side of the thirties was the low cost of food and other 
services. We recall that the Windsor Rotary Club sponsored a package trip to 
New York to be at the French Pier when the Queen Mary made her maiden 
voyage to that city in 1933. The party from Windsor and a number from 
Amherstburg were taken to New York in a private car attached to the Detroit 
New York train. Arriving in that city in early evening we registered at the 
Commodore Hotel on 42nd Street. Included in the package tour was a bus 
sightseeing trip of New Yorh, a visit to a nightclub and a bus trip to the French 
Pier. The private car was attached to the Windsor-bound train the second 
morning. Tom Moffat of Amherstburg recalls that the total cost of this package 
was $42.00. 

H.M.S. DETROIT - November, 1984 

The plan to build a replica of H.M S. Detroit, fiagship of the British Navy 
during the War of 1812-14, has got off the ground in a big way. The enthusiasm 
for the project is mounting. Already a good part of the million dollar cost has 
been nailed down. Industry has made major contributions. The Ford Motor 
Company will cast the twenty cannons to be placed aboard the vessel. 

Interest could not have been generated but for hard work and 
organization on the part of the chairman Murray Kennedy and the_ members of 
the ''Project H.M.S. Detroit" committee. Mr. Kennedy recently ret1,red as head 
of Murray Kennedy Motor Sales. He has a good tra_ck recm:d for_ organiz~ng and 
carrying on a successful operation. He has used this. experien~e in plannmg and 
directing the operations of this comm_ittee. He is. u.J~ll liked, able an~ an 
excellent organizer. These qualities paid ?ff. One million doll°:rs seems lihe a 
lot of money __ this sum did not faze committ~e r:zembers, rather ~t sfurred them 
on to do the seemingly impossible. The Detroit 1s shown at the Kings Navy Yard 
in the Margaret Reynolds painting of Amherstbu_rg 1_813. W~en completed, the 
Detroit will supplement the other Amherstburg historic attractwns: Fort Malden 
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· · k H K. ', Navy Yard Park and the National Historic Park, hT.stonc Par ouse, ing s . . . . K d and 
Black Historical Museum. We 're 100 per cent behmd Mi· enne Y 
associates. 

DALHOUSIE STREET 

Helen and I reminisced about businesses that u 1e recall on Dalhousie 
Street . . . here are our ramblings. 

The Salmoni Hotel, southwest corner of Dalhousie and Richmond, was in 
our time the Cooper Dime Stor: and today_ (1981) the Nau)' Yar~ Restaurant a;·~ 
Preservation Hall, a pine furmture and gift shop, occupy the site. Sou~h oft a 
on the west side of Dalhousie u1as the Mullen Coal Co., which was prem~usly the 
local fire station. This station housed the hand-drazon hose carts whwh ZJ.)ere 
hauled by citizens to a fire u1hen the siren sounded giving the correct ZJ.)ard. 

South of Mullen's was Falls Bros. office which at one time was the Cud~y
Falls Bank Along the street in the office now occupied by Laframb01,se 
Insurance was the William Menzies liquor store, and on the corner was the 
Lalieview Hotel which at one time was one of the most elegant buildings in town. 

Across Murray Street, still on the west side of Dalhousie, was the F. P. 
Scratch Dry Goods Store. It was not generally linown but Colin Wigle, a local 
industrialist, had financial interest in this store. Many years later it was 
purchased by the Boblo Company. The south side rvas for many years a 
hardu.,are store owned by D. L. Wigle, then the Shillington Bros., and later, 
Kendall Hardware. 

On the east side of Dalhousie in the building occupied today by the 
Dalhousie Mar/let there was the D. H. Terry Photography Studio and later John 
Cooper's Stationery, then Ayerst's Drug Store. The present "Plants 'n Things" 
building (southeast corner of Dalhousie and Murray) was for many years Jones' 
China Shop. Before that it was the Lovegrove Grocery Store. 

The building now occupied by the Royal Canadian Legion was the 
_ Stancliffe house. This was an elegant building ZDith a widow's walk and an 
interesting iron grille fence. It was at one time headquarters for the Canada 
Southern Railway . . . a private school run by the Riley si.sters who were ancestors 
of the Scratch family . . . and later it was occupied by H. M. Stancliffe zDho was 
chief accountant for Brunner Mand. To the south of that during the twenties 
was the Stancliffe & French greenhouse, a fairly large operation, z.ohich U.Jas 
later purchased by John Gray. At the northeast corner of Dalhousie and Gore 
was the early Customs House which was later turned into a two-family residence 
knou.m. as the Cunningham house (after the family who moned it for many 
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years). Th;,s was a fine example of early French architecture (built early 1800s 
for the Customs House) according to Fran/din Davey McDowell, author of 
Fortress of Freedom. It was later moved around the corner to Gore Street and 
remodelled into four apartments. 

Over to the west side of Dalhousie across from the Legion is the historic 
Gordon House; the historic Par!?- House was south of that, moved around 1970 
to the King's Navy Yard Park and now operated as the Park House Museum. 

The Kane Drug Store was situated north of the Gordon House across from 
the Legion. Mrs. Kane z.oas the first woman druggist in Ontario and ancestor 
of Mac, Florence and Fr. Ted Oatfield. 

On the southeast corner of Dalhousie and Gore z.oas Samuel McGee's 
China and Groceteria. Sam McGee was a prominent Amherstburg resident who 
was also a local magistrate. Seaway Marine has been on the site since 1958. 
For a time before that it z.oas MacDonald Heating. Across the street is Duffy's 
Tavern, formerly the Simon Fraser house, built in 1885 by D. L. Wigle. Simon 
Fraser was a lumber merchant. On the river side was a z.oharf where the Fra.ser 
tugs were moored. It is interesting to note that an early street in Amherstburg 
ran along the river from Richmond to the west of Dalhousie. It u1as known as 
Water Street. 

On the east side of Dalhousie from Sam McGee's store to Park Street was 
the Amherstburg Roller Skating Rinll, now used as a storehouse by Conklin 
Lumber. South of that u1as the Lewitt Knitting Mill and later the site of an auto 
factory where the ''Brock" was built. Further along z.oas the Woods Foundry and 
also the Middleditch Foundry. These tu10 businesses were very active during 
dredging of the lower Detroit River. Across the street on the river side was once 
located the McLeod Distillery, later purchased by Hiram Walker. Walker owned 
the white frame house now occupied by Mr. and Mrs. Sonny Boulton, but there 
is no evidence that he ever lived there. After the McLeod distillery burned, 
Walker established a distillery in Walkerville. The "Club" whiskey produced 
was so popular in the United States that the American distillers persuaded the 
government to pass a law that the country of origin must appear on all labels of 
imported whiskey and this is the reason that this popular liquor u.1as named 
"Canadian Club". 

South along the river z.oas the Wigle Flouring Mill where the well received 
"Calla Lily" flour was processed. Colin Wigle, the owner of the operation, also 
operated one of the early electric plants in Amherstburg. 

North along the river u.ias the Woods docll which in the 1920s was the 
centre of the liquor export business. It was illegal to export liquor into the 
United States. however, it u1as not illegal for the people hauling the booze to 
thirsty Americ~ns to fill out export papers stating the cargo was going to Cuba! 
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D mat the left end of the curb on Dalhousie Street where the C'anad_ian 
Coast a:~rd statinn is located, was the Amhersllmrp headquarlNS of the Un;i~d 
States Corps of Army Engineers. This is one of th~' few foreign statwns 0 t e 
Corps and has been in operation in Amhersthurg srnce the turn of th<' century. 

Some of the other businesses we recall on Dalhousie Street ~hrough the 
years are Balla's, Stedman's, Francine's, Grant McCready's lau• off1ce, Blanche 
and Ernestine Mickle's Wool Shop, Poppy's Ladies Wea~, Montgomery TV, ~l 
Horne's Insurance, Ingram's Meat Mar/wt, rfimmy Gou•rnf(s Marhet, Eaton_s 
Order Office, Ridley's Coffee Shop, Kitlw Shoe Repair . . . and so many more, in 
our wall?- down memory lane. 

DOMINION STORE - 1983 

We are interested in the current renovation of the former Dominion Store 
building to a mini mall. Th<' hcri Lage theme structure u1as designed by architect 
David Novicl?-, who is suprn,ising the changes. Th is mini mall will contain two 
large offices on Richmond Street and sePeral business places. It is ou.med by 
Motorco. 

The building was initially constructed h:v Lucien Beneteau, I believe in the 
early fifties, as a bou.1ling alley u1hich u1as called Amherst Recreation. It has had 
an up and down career since fire put an end to the lanes. Prior to that it 
contained several stores on Richmond Street, including Les Temesy's Men's 
Shop and Pennington Ladies' Wear. 

Dominion Store entered the picture when its Amherstburg branch on 
Dalhousie Street couldn't handle the increasing business. The "Rec" building 
came into possession of Sam Bolus, a Harrow merchant, who renovated it to suit 
the needs of a chain store operation. Mr. Bolus z.oas a }?-ind and astute man who 
delved into real estate after selling his Harrow store. 

Dominion was originally brought to Amherstburg in 1922 by Hazen 
Pettypi<'ce, who operated a food s'tore on the south side of Murray Street in the 
Kolfage building. He sold his food store to Dominion and carried on as 
manager. The store flourished and soon needed larger quarters, z.vhich were 
obtained in the former G. T. Florey store on the east side of Dalhousie Street. 
Business continu<.>d to increase in spite of the fact that prices here in 
Amherst burg were at that time higher than in the Windsor Dominion Stores, a 
fact which u. 1as lat<.>r corrected. 

It soon becmne apparPnt u1ith thp increase in business that the Dalhousie 
Str<.>et s~ore was too sm~ll and neu1 premis<.>s were needed. The former Amherst 
RPcreatwn bPcwne avmlable and a long term lease lDas signed zDith Mr. Bolus, 
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still in effect when Dominion closed its doors for the last time on August 28th 
1982. Too much education, not enough understanding and a littl; 
bullheadedness all combined in a great deal of the reason zDhy Dominion Stores 
Limited decided to close its Amherstburg store in 1982 after operating in town 
for over half a century. 

Some months previously the big brass in Dominion came to town to look 
over the probability of building a supermarliet on the u.1est side of Sandu.1ich 
Street, south of the Metropolitan Store at Fort Malden Mall. A roadblock was 
discovered in that this property u.1as zoned "Highway Commercial". Therein lies 
a tale. The original designation of Sandwich Street south of Park Street z.oas 
"commercial". The designation passed the town council with only one vote 
against it - that from the chairman of the Planning Board. 

This action z.oas opposed by the Chairman of the Essex County Planning 
Department who was looking after the planning needs of Amherstburg. It was 
contended that allowing certain commercial development z.ohich they thought 
should go in the old downtown was against the principles of good planning. 
Following this, some wheeling and dealing was done by the County Planner u1ho 
contacted the Planning Department in Toronto with the result that the Ministry 
refused to approve the commercial designation, but only the highroay commercial 
designation. Highz.oay commercial designation allowed for the construction of 
such businesses as Colonel Sanders, farm equipment, auto sales, etc., but 
nothing that would compete with businesses in the old downtown section. After 
the Dominion pressed on, council again considered rezoning the property and 
finally changed the zoning so that the large supermarket could be built on the 

west side of the street south of the Met. 

Chairman of the Planning Board again bitterly opposed this change. The 
whole deliberations took so many months by the time action u.1as possible - this 
in spite of the fact that Dominion had given approval for the new b'ranch - the 
economic picture had changed so that the conspiracy decided not to proceed. As 
for the Richmond Street location, it had become totally inadequate to compete 
z,oith the A & p at the mall. Not only was Dominion saddled with an extra 
Business Improvement Area tax, but it was subjected to the closing of part of the 
main street when the BIA group held Sidewalk Sales and other doz.on.town 

events. 

We forgot to mention one of the colourful men who oper°:ted the b?z.oling 
alley prior to the major fire. He was Sam Pearl of Toronto. Besrdes runnmg the 
bowling alley, Sam was heavy into loaning money at rates abo~e bank int_erest. 
We recall being in his office one day when he shoz~1e~ us a p1.le of pr01m.ssory 
notes. We had to particular interest in them b~t he msis.ted that we checll them 
over. "I'll make a pile of money from these_ , Sam smd. !liost of them were 
signed by persons who couldn't get banli cred1L We have no rdea how that story 
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ll . · k for a financial ride turned out but would opine that Sam even tua Y zN1s la en 1• 

by these sharpees. 

DOWNTOWN AMHERSTBURG - October, 1983 

It i.s probable that soon the weather u1ill be such that U'~' cannot.hold our 
usual morning sessions on the pa~k bench .. co~·ner ?f J)alhousze and R_whm~:tk 
We refer to this bench as our 'prwate office. It g1Pe us an opportwnty to 
r.oith old friends and get us a feel of 1l'hat is going on in l01N1. Also ~o get a cross 
section of public opinion. Probabl:v on 1l'arm sunny da.vs we w1,/l be able to 
continue these sessions from time to ti me. 

Sitting on the parl1- bench at this busy corner 1l'<' thinll bacll on the drastic 
changes that have tallen place ouer the years. Our bench is located on the west 
side of the Bank of Montreal building facing the riPer. This building was o_nce 
the site of the local branch of the Imperial Banh of Canada which came 1.n~o 
town when it purcha.c;ed the Souereign Banh on Murra)' Street. Incorporated m. 
the blocli and owned by the late W. T. Wilhinson uias the Wilkinson Harness 
Shop on Dalhousie and the J. H. L(wegrm1e Grocer.v on Richmond. !'he 
Lovegrove store, first lmou 1n as Lovegroue and Scratch, was first operated m: a 
building on the south-ea.st corner of Dalhousie and Murray. When the Imperwl 
Banll moved in 1921 to a new building a.cross Richmond Street the site z.oas 
taken over by the Ban/1- of Montreal, which came to Amherstburg when it 
purchased the Molson 's Banll lDest side of Dalhousie in the Bulloch 's Tavern 
building now occupied by the Boollshelf. 

The building on the west side of Dalhousie, now the Navy Yard 
Restaurant, for many years was the prenii.ses of Berube General Store. Later the 
business was purchased by I. S. Brown. Still later the building was purchased 
by John Cooper and his son Ronald. For many years it housed the Cooper 
owned Stedman Store and the Right Store. The site of the Canadian Imperial 
Ba.nil of Commerce, northeast corner of Dalhousie and Richmond once housed 
the Amherstburg branch of the Bell Telephone Company. When The Echo 
building was erected in 1.915, the second floor was used to provide space for the 
Telephone Company. When the phone service grew Ma Bell U)anted to purchase 
The Echo ou1ned lot north of the neu1spaper building. The com.pan)' wanted us 
to sign a long term lease at an unheard of low ren ta.l. Ma Bell also wanted to 
delay the installation of modern phone equipment in the area. To speed up the 
modernization of the system U'e refused to sign a lease. This was the reason for 
building the large telephone building east side of Sandwich Street. 

Ra.ell to this busy corner. F'or years the Amherstburg Post Office z.oas 
lorated on the northwest corner of the intersection. In spite of the efforts of The 
Echo and others who wanted to maintain this fine old building, the town fathers 
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decided to tear it down around the same time the tou.m hall, corner of Sandwich 
and Gore, was replaced with an uninteresting box of a building which u>as not 
Pl°:nned ~o take care of future groz . .oth of services. Be that as it may, just before 
th_is period a new federal building z.oas constructed on the north side of 
Richm_ond near Ramsay. The former post office building was used by the tou.m 
for offices during construction of the new municipal building. It also housed the 
Amherstburg of {ice of the United States Corps of Army Engineers during the 
deepening of the east side of the Amherstburg Channel. 

Over the years further changes in this intersection have taken place. An 
unsightly coal dock was replaced by a beautiful King's Navy Yard passive park. 
The park has brought a great deal of pride to the community. Let us hope local 
politicians will stand firm and maintain the parh as i.s and not be influenced by 
selfi.sh pressure groups who z.oould change the passive nature of the beauty spot. 

There is a revival of interest in the downtou.m. This is evidenced by the 
revitalization of the former Dominion Store building on the north side of 
Richmond Street east of the Post Office. Across the street is an attractive 
women's dress shop (''Margy's'? in the former I.0.0.F. building. Other 
improvements are on the planning board for th;.s part of the old town. They have 
not taken any action to eliminate a flashing electric sign on the east side of 
Dalhousie across from the Gordon House. Does it mean, to these elected 
officials, "heritage" is but a z.oord to bandy about but not one to protect? We 
musn 't be too hard on members of local government as they have a good track 
record, such as the creation of the King's Navy Yard Parll and the purchase of 
the former Jaber property for expansion of the King's Navy Yard Park 

Playing an important part in the promotion of tourist business is the 
elegant King's Navy Yard Restaurant. Soon to be added to attractions in this 
part of the town is the acquisition of the former Fort Malden Commissariat 
property (Callam House). Fortunately many attraction shops have been added 
to the area and things looll good for the future. There is no place to go bu.t up. 
We have a great town. It can become much more f!ro~uctive if the doz~>ntou.'.n 
merchants and the mall merchants get into conunumcatwn and ma/1-e theTT mam 
objective to do what is best for the good of the u.ihole tou.m. 

DUFF & OATFIELD 

At th , t e .d of Texas Road on the river ban.ll was located a wharf on 
e u. es n r ld JIA' • R . Ag 

which once stood the office of the Duff and Ga_t, 1 .. e . . man.ne . eportmg ency. 
This 1,, d d oinerated by Captains Willwm H. Gatfwld and Henry G . 

... as ou.me an r · h h h · d Du+.f. rn'h "d d pl.lot service to ta.Ile the ships t .roug t 1.s angerous n . .1. , ey prom e a , C · , A · · z ·z 
Pass d d each Season by the Lal.ze arners ssocwtwn to <. .m y 

age an were engage · . . · 
tend th l. ht h · h gui·ded the ships at mght. The range lights then e range ig s w ic · · · 
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consisted of lanterns hanging on trees. Nobody but the members of t'.1 e Duff and 
Oatfield organization hnew the proper locat ion fo r th ese lights , 1ul?Tch u ere put 
in place each day by Mrs . Duff. One .)'<'Or the l,ahe Carriers fa ile~ to pay Duff 
and Oatfield for the previous season's seruice , so no nar ·if{al ion g u1des were put 
in place and they could not sail their Prssels . Finally they cou~h ed up the proper 
fees and ships began to sail again. 

Before the days of ship-to-shore 11hones th (' sf,·iµµers of upbound vessels 
would call in to the Duff and Oat field of/ice using o loud ha iler. They ll'Ould 
announce to which port the vessrl ll'as bound an d a lso g iiie the marine reporter 
Irving T. Kelly a grocery order. M r. Ke lly uiould ca ll the order into the Bennie 
Appel Grocery, corner of San d u,ich and Prin ce Road in Sandwich, and the 
groceries were piched up when the 11essel called into th e Mu llen Coal Compan..) 
doch at Windsor. 

J. W. WESTCOTT MARINE R EPORTING A GENCY 

For many years H. Grant Duff and I. T. Ke lly were the chief operators of 
the office. Some years later Kelly left the finn and opened an Arnherstburg office 
on Dalhousie Street south for the J . W. Westcott Marine R eporting Agency, on 
a little man-made island in front of the home of Captain Charles Hackett. A feio 
years after the deepening of the Amhcrstburg Channel at the Lime Kiln 
Crossing, Duff and Oatfield ceased to operate and the service was supplied solely 
by the J . W. Westcott Marine Reporting Agency. 

_The We~tcott firm closed its Amherstburg office on August 15, 1964, after 
operatmg for flfty -two years along the Lower Detroit River. The firm established 

its first station here as previously 
mentioned, on "Hachett Island", 
opposite the residence of Captain 
Charles Hacl""ett, Dalhousie Street 
South. When the Livingstone Channel 
was opened the Westcott firm relocated 
on the roest bank of the Livingstone 
Channel, still under the direction of 
Irving Kelly, roho remained head of the 
Amherstburg firm until his death. The 
third move was made in 191 7, the site 
being at Gordon Station, on property 
owned by the Canada Southern 
Railway Company (now Allied 
Chemical). Finally, in 1927, the office 
was established in the Livingstone 
Channel Lighthouse. Records u.1ere 
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maintained of passage of vessels both doivnbound in the Livingstone and
upbound in the Amherstbing Channel, ivhere operations continued until it was
violently moved from that location.

In September, 1952, the Lighthouse was hit during a heavy fog by the
downboundsteamer E. J. Kulas of the Wilson Line. The office, with Joseph E.
McGuire - reporter on duty -
was toppled into the drink. H.

swam^
Hearing the light I looked up . , hofnrp poins
and saw that it was leaning toivards me and I ivaited afew minutes before going
on and finally made the light."

McGuire told The Echo that another ''''''
was also involved in the crash. In swinging wide to avoid ^ _Gordon,
carried by the current into the Amherstburg Channe an gro
When the fog cleared the Kulas was lying on the east ,
Crossing dnd the David M. Weir of the Hannah Line ivas out of the Channel
front of the Webster residence.

Following this incident the office was "''k
Maricle joined the firm and took over the office / figures recorded
McGuire and James Turner were the other repore . Channels, it was
of vessel movements in both the Amherstburg an n ' ^ anyichere
shoivn that this stretch of the Great Lakes carried more tonnage
else in the world.

. . f p Channel light ivas put
In October, 1953, the crib for ^ Cowcidcntally, the

into place, replacing the one demolished by the h. J- Futa .



crib was sunk into position by the freighter Ben Moree!, zohich U'as the former 
E. J. Kulas, renamed after the crash. 

FLOATER 

I. T. Kelly ran the Westcott Marine Reporting Office at Amherstburg. The 
last location of this office rvas on the doch in front of nrunner Mond. One day 
he called us and said that he had piched up a half a man in the riuer and had 
pulled him ashore in front of the Anderdon Tauern. Not h(wing a car we went 
out of the office and found Hugh Fleming who 1N1s a little the worse for 1.oear, 
having been out at a party the night before. He droPe us up to the Anderdon and 
we z.oent down on the shore and there 1N1s this large torso stacl?-ed up against a 
container. The sight of this man upset Hugh so much that he went up into a 
field and lost everything he had raten for man:v days. It turned out that the man 
had been found in bed zoith a friend's wife, and the friend had cut hirn in two 
and thrown both parts in the ri1wr. The torso came up at Amherstburg, while 
his lol.oer half came up at Mammy Judy light off Wyandotte, Michigan. 

Incidentally, Iru and Mona (Scott) Kelly raised three sons and two 
daughters. All three boys became Catholic priests, all in different orders. Jim 
joined the Basilians, Tom the Redemptorists, Pat was ordained at Our Lady of 
Gethsemane Monastery in Trappist, Kentucl~y. In 1973 he was in.stalled as 
Abbot with authority over Trappist monasteries in six U. S. states and Chile. 
Irv's parents z.oere William H. Kelly, an M. C.R. engineer, and Maud Doherty. 
They lived near the Gordon Station. 

EARLY AUTOMOBILES 

(Reprinted from The Amherstburg Echo June 6, 1946) 

On Tuesday morning as is our daily custom we dropped into Joe 
Lovegrove 's store and the discussion that day was a.bout the early automobiles 
in Amherstburg. This all came a.bout as Detroit is celebrating the fiftieth 
anniversary of the first auto built in that city and there has been much in the 
Detroit papers about this event and the ea.rl~y days of car building... "I thinl?
Doctor Teet:-r ha_d the first auto in Amherstburg", stated Joe. "If my memory 
serves me right 1.t was a Regal . . . I well remember he used to take us to lawn 
boz.oling tournaments in other Essex County towns and half of the time we would 
never get there. Doctor Teeter roas a hard worl?-ing man and had many night 
calls and I remember hou.J sometimes he uiould become so tired that he would 
stop his car in the middle of the road, catch a nap and then come on home." 
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Mr. Lmwgmiw rPcalled that the late John Fraser a.nd the late Dr. W. Fred 
Parh were amongst th e carl.v car owners in Amherstburg as uiell as Walter Papst 
who droue o Brush. Man.v of our newer residents will not rem ember the days 
when Amherstburg had its 01N1 auto fa ctory and the famous Tu 10-In-One az;to 
was built here in the building now owned by the Canadian Canners Limited on 
Sandwich Street. Its promoters stated this new car would revolutionize the 
industry as it embodied an entirely new idea.. It got its name from. the fact that 
it was a touring car, .vet the bach of the body could be re11wued with little 
difficulty and the converted car used for hauling fann produce or other nw.teria.l. 
Several of these cars uiere built and they were in use for many years. Of course, 
local investors went for the stoch in th e Two -In-One Auto Company lihe a. trout 
goes to a fly and lilu! the trout the)' soon found they ha.d lost every thing. 

"Amherst 40" Built 1 91 2, Two-In-One Auto Co. 

Some years later 
a new nwtor company 
under the name of 
Stansell Motors started 
in Amherslburg but this 
loo was short liued and 
survived just long 
enough to such in a. 
little more local capital. 
We well r('member the 
first auto we ever saw. 
fl u.1as a car belonging 

to a Mr. Pirie of Detroit 

who owned considerable property in Amherstburg along the ~·iver on Dalhousie 
Street North. It was cranhed from the side. Passengers got 1.n t~.e back and a8 
it went down the street it sounded like the firing of a bunch of f1.re-crachers. 

ESSEX COUNTY COUNCIL - WAR-DEN'S DILEMMA 

From the turn of the century until recent .ypars The Amherst bur~ Echo 
covered all sessions of the Essex County Council. In the eorl.v 1.900s Coun ly 
Council was made up of sincere men wor}-?-ing (for th~ nwst part) for the good of 
all c1.t1·2 

It · z · cent ~·ea rs that th e counol has become so large that · · . ens. 1.s on y 1.n re .r · · · 
it operates awa:v fro1~ the people. 

Th h · h z · h f th. ouncil y<.'ar earl.v in the rPn Lury ll'<is th<.' Warden 
1

8 e ,ig . . 1,g ,t o e c . d · I J r· J 
Ban t . h · h ll held ,·n ont? of the hotels in San ll'IC 1 one con rner · .que w l.c . usua y was · · · · · · . . . . 
to b, f C ·c ·z and other county off1.cwls. One particular )'Par mrm ers o aunty ounn · · . . 
soo r h l . f l' .. aa1·n became lega l h.anquet tnne [( l(J8 roll111g n a, ter t .e sa .e o 1,quo1 ab · 
around. The Warden of the roun ty uias a Colchester f ar11w1.' u

1
ho u

1
as a 

rn H . holl 'l'Per JJersuaded to get a li('('n<'<' and to 
1 emperance aduocate. <' uias, ' 
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purchase a bottle of whiskey and a case of beer for the euent, l~ 1hich h_e. d_id. O~ 
his way home he thought to himself, "I must remember to get nd <:f thu.; llcence · 
(so that his wife wouldn't discover his sin) and he_put the paper rn ~he pocket .of 
his overalls with the intention of destroying the ev1dence upon n~ach_rng the bm n . 
. Unfortunately, he forgot about it completel.v. l~ ll'OS _not untll h1s better half 
accused him of purchasing the liquor that he reallzed hTs horrendous ~'T?r .. She 
had found the paper when washing his oueralls. Needless to so)', this 1.nc1.dent 
nearly brolle up his happy home! 

ELLIOTT'S POINT 

In 1984 the Marsh Collection received a u 1elcome acquisition. This was 
a print of Catherine Reynold's painting, "A vieu 1 of Amherstburg 1850". Better 
l?-nown is a painting by her sister, Margaret Reynolds, ''A View of Amherstburg 
1813". Both paintings view the Amherstburg Channel and the shore line of the 
town from Elliott's Point. 

Elliott's Point is located about where the Bob lo dock juts out into the 
river. The point extended nearly to the south end of Bois Blanc Island. It was 
a sand formation and remained as such until it roas realized the large quantity 
of available sand could be used in building the streets and other construction 
projects in the grou.>ing city of Detroit. Much of the sand was loaded onto barge 
type sailing vessels u.>hich ran close to the point. The sand was tallen aboard in 
large u.>heelbarrou.>s and often spent a long time waiting for a favourable wind 
to allou.1 them to go upriver against the current. Later, tugs towed the barges 
upstream over the Lime Kiln Crossing. 

Interesting too, at the mouth of the river was a larger deposit of high 
grade silica sand used in the manufacture of glass. In more recent years, large 
quantities of the silica sand l.oere dredged up in the deepening of the z.oest side 
of the Amherstburg Channel. Much of it was dumped on the dyke below the 
island. This created a popular spot called White Sands Beach. Many plans 
have ~een made to mine the silica sand for commercial use. In years gone by, 
the late Captain David Hachett formed a company to mine and market the sand. 
Thi.s venture died through lack of funds. Later came a dream to develop a major 
glass factory in Amherstburg. A start was made using a zoarehouse on 
Sandwich Street as a manufacturing centre. The tou.mspeople u.>ent wild z.ohen 
one sheet of glass was drau.m. There was a town wide celebration but the 
enthusiasm soon died down. When it developed, there u.>as no money to carry on. 
In recent years there l.oas again interest in getting the silica sand out to 
commercial mar/let. Test holes z.oere drilled in several sections of Malden 
Township close to the river. High costs plus transportation to the market soon 
put a damper on the plan. Goodness only llnou.>s u.1ith high grade silica sand in 
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short s1:"pply, some major company might enter the field and get a sand mining 
operation underway. 

FORT COVINGTON - September, 1983 

.A constant.reminder of the U~ited States occupation of Amherstburg in 
181.~ is the naming of the new strip plaza on Sandwich Street South, 'Fort 
Covington Mall'. Fort Covington was the name of the camp of General William 
Henry !f arrison and the American invaders who took over this section of Canada 
follounng the British defeat in the Battle of Lahe Erie. The William Harrison 
flag of fifteen stars and stripes replaced the British fiag, and remained for a 
couple of years. 

Records show that the American troops landed below Amherstburg and 
marched up to a position which now can be described as north of present day 
Lowes .Side Road and east of the riverfront road. 

. The William Henry Harrison flag now fiies at Fort Malden National 
ll_istoric Park, and the King's Navy Yard Park, constant reminders of the 

historic days of 1813. 

FORT MALDEN MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

Fort Malden National Historic Parh was the dream of a man who didn't 
~ive to see it materialize. That man was Major A. W. ''Mac" McNally, a lawyer 
in Amherstburg, who had a vision of the restoration of Fort Malden. Others over 
the years had this same idea, but it 1.oas Mc Nally u1ho got the ball rolling. He 
was instrumental in the formation of the 19.18 Amherstburg H;storical Sites and 
~useums Association, the object of which was to establish a permanent policy 
in preserving and restoring Amherstburg's historic sites and to establish and 
maintain a museum. Mac u.1as successful in gathering together numerous 
important relics of Amherstburg's rich history and soon. exh.ibits were s:t u.p an~ 
early records made available in the Amherstburg Public L1.brary. Th1,s histonc 
collection would eventually be moved to a permanent ho:n.e at. t~.e Fort Malden 
Museum - but he u..'as not to see his drearn come true. His un tinng efforts were 
constantly met with opposition and ridicule by the 'establishment', ?· gro1!P. of so
called prominent businessmen in tou'n u1ho thought McNally to be idealistic and 
eccentric _ a group which la.cl-led foresight and were more interested in their own 
personal gain. Mac finally became so frustrated that he disappeared and 

committed suicide in Cincinnati, Ohio. 
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A few hours before committing the deed he uirote _letters to m.vself and to 
J. Earl McQueen in which he outlined his dream. He smd that he had contacted 
the principles of Cleveland Cliffs Iron and Coal Comp?ny and had persuaded 
them not to renew their mortgage on the north sectwn of the f!01:t Malden 
pr~perty which contained the northwest bastion (where the stone bulldmg stands 
today.) 

After A. W. McNally's death The Amherstburg Echo took an active part 
in going ahead with this plan. The property in question came up at a tax sale. 
Fortunately, I had received word that there were certain people who wanted to 
buy the land for residential development, so I persuaded the touin to let me knou.1 
at which point in time the property would come up for sale. A few moments 
before this time arrived, the representative for the developer was called out to 
take a long distance phone call. When he returned, the Town of Amherstburg 
had acquired the property! A feu.1 months later the town turned the property over 
to the Department of Mines and Resources (National Parl-ls Division) and it was 
designated as a National Parh Site. 

When the government took no action towards the site's development I went 
to Ottawa and contacted H. Murray Clark, Liberal member for Essex-South at 
the time, who introduced me to the deputy-minister. I made the pitch but it 
didn't have any effect on this official 1.vho told me there would be no money 
available for many years for the development of the park. Leaving his office Mr. 
Clark turned back to the deputy-minister and said "You 're only a civil servant. 
We will have money before the end of this fiscal year!" On the trip back to 
Amherstburg, Mr. Clark told me that The Amherstburg Echo could not develop 
the site alone and advised me to appoint a committee composed of the Mayor, a 
strong Liberal and a strong Conservative. The people chosen were J. Ernest 
McGee, Mayor of Amherstburg; Captain C. R. Hackett, a Liberal; Devere 
Thrasher, a Conservative; and myself This proved to be a very potent and active 
committee. Official letterheads were printed and the committee operated as 
though it were properly appointed. Mr. Clark advised that the first step was to 
hire an architect and proceed as though money was available. I contacted 
James Pennington, a Windsor architect, and told him that the committee u1anted 
the building to be of stone, early French chateau design, like Chateau de 
Ramezay in Montreal. Plans were drawn up and the next step was to get the 
limestone from Brunner Mond Canada Limited. 

The committee planned a wild duck dinner at a Sandwich ~Vest 
roadhouse, at which the manager of Brunner Mond was to be the honoured 
guest. That noon, the head of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police for that area 
called me with a warning not to hold the dinner at that particular site. As it 
turned out, the roadhouse was raided that evening for serving migratory birds. 
We had, however, changed the dinner location to the Anderdon Tavern, where 
St~n and Betty Gott coohed a marvellous meal. That, combined with a few 
drinks, softened up the Brunner Mond manager and he agreed to furnish the 
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stone for the build ing. 

Although th en' 1uas a period u1ith no action, The Amherstburg Echo 
pressed on. Dur;ng th e autumn of 1937, Victor R enaud u1as hired bv th e 
committee as caretaker and he cleaned up thP badly neglected properly. 
Towards the end of th a t (;sea l year al the end of March , 1\1.r. Clark ca lled m e 
and said that 1non e.>' 1ua.s m 1ailable as a sum which had previously been 
allocated lo a National Parh ;n No va Scotia was not being used . He ashed that 
the plans be sent to him immediately tha.l da.y uia C. N . to Ottawa. There was 
a terrific snozuslonn that dav and verv little tra.ff;c to Windsor but the . . 
committee, armed zuith sho11els in their ca.rs, managed to gel through to the 
Windsor train station and th e plans were sent on th eir 1uay . 

Not long after that tenders niere called and the contra.cl for the building 
was awarded to Luig i De Appolonia.. As the budding progressed a sod-turning 
ceremony was held at zuhich , unfortunately, I was not able to be present as I was 
down with the flu . Th e contract price au 1arded was $13,000 to which there u.

1
ere 

to be no extras. ft happened that] was in the minister's offfce in Ottawa one day 
later on when, coinciden ta 1 lv, he had that very day recenied a. letter from the 
contractor requesting additio~,al funds to prepare for extr~ worl~. The minister 
turned the letter over to m e zoith the comnient "You SQ,l,d there zuould be no 
extras". After perusing the request, ] sau.1 that there indeed was no need for any 
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of the extras mentioned, so th e contractor rl!Ceiued the original contract price of 
$13,000. 

One day the minister ca lled J\ mhersthurg and ashed me to checlz on 
exhibit cases and to set up n displcJ\', as Canada needed foreign exchange and 
this would bring American uis i tors c;nd American mone:v in to Canada. Assisting 
the committee with sellin g up this exhib it 1l 'er<' George MacDonald, a well
/mown historian and Dr. Milos ()ua ife, editor of the Burton Collection in Detroit. 
The building was opened and right from the begin ning th ere was a steady flou 
of United States visitors. The operation rolled a.long very well and it soon 
became apparent that a fJrrm rrnent curotor 1N1s needed. The committee loohed 
over the situation and in JfJ10, u1ith oul federal authority appointed David P. 
Botsford, a local historian , to the position 1ehich he held until his retirem ent in 
1964. 

It became obvious that there 111as need for expansion of the parl-l and Mr. 
Clarh very diligently pushed this a lon g as did his successors Richard D. 
Thrasher (later executive-assistant to Mr . John Diefenbalwr) and Eugene 
Whelan (later Minister of Agriculture). The Hough and McGregor properties 
were eventually purchased and the pa.rh expanded. 

. . One of the major events in promoting the beginning of Fort Malden was 
a 1omt meeting of the Michigan-On ta.rio Historical Societies which was held on 

Members of the Fort Malden Management C _ omm1ttee: 
J. E. McGee, John A. Marsh, J. Dudley. s. Murray Clark M.P., 

George MacDonald, Nick Marra, Devere Thrasher. 
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June 9, 1938 at "Bognie Brae". the riuerfront home of Mrs. Malcolm McGregor, 
who was the gracious hostess of the afternoon Tea and Garden Party. Members 
of the Amherstburg Rotary Club and their ladies gave the Fort Malden 
Management Committee a great deal of help in this event (especially Ben 
Shillington and Ted Pic/.wring), as did the Fort Malden Branch of the Can.adian 
Legion, the Businessmen's Association and the local Boy Scouts. 

Among the illustrious visitors to Fort Malden in its early days were the 
Honourable Prime Minister John Diefenballer; the Honourable Prime Minister 
Loui.s St. Laurent; Premier George Dreu1 of Ontario; and many other federal and 
provincial ministers, and other pr01ninent Canadian and American figure.~. 
Among the well /?,nown visitors 1.oas W. C. Handy, father of the 'blues' and 
author of "St. Louis Blues". He was accompanied b:v Mary McLeod Bethun<', a 
leading blac/?, educationalist. 

The Fort Malden Management Committee continued to operate the parll 
until the mid-1950s, during which period the Comniittee ceased to function as 
the Federal Government assumed full control. 

FRENCH, DR. W. S. (1874 - 1930) 

Early in this century a popular man in Amherstburg was Dr. W. S. 
French, a dentist, whose first office uias on the second floor of a building on the 
north side of Murray Street between Dalhousie and Ramsay. Some .Years later 
he built an office on the east side of his residence at the southeast corner of 
Richmond and Ramsay, where he had moved in 1901. (That residence is still 
there in 1994.) 

In those days Dr. French also had an office in Harrow. Eve1)' Wednesda.v 
he made the trip t~ Harrou.', accompanied by Arthur W. Marsh, publisher of The 
Amherstburg Echo. Dr. French lool·wd after his patients while my father 
collected the news of Harrow and district. 

The good dentist li/?,ed the libation and was /mown to go on prolonged 
drinhing sprees _ but most people didn't lmou' that he 1N1s often und<.>r the 
influence. Dr. French had a brilliant mind and spol-ce eloquently. On one 
occasion he preached a Temperance sermon. in lii'esley M<.>t~odist Church in 
Amherstburg z.ohile the juice of the grape was m complete control. Th<' result of 
his fine sermon u1as that many people lN'r<' attracted to the Temperance 

movement! 

Wi!Z:am s French uia.s born at Campbellford, Ontario. son of Charles and 
Katherine /coo/?,).Fr<'nch. A graduate of Toronto ~Inhwrsf ty's Dental College, he 
came to Amherstburg in Nouember 18.97 and 1mmedtatcly became a ualued 
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b f th Unl.t)' Dr French's 101 '<' of uthle tics m ade him an ardent mem er o e comm. ,, . · · ~ · Cl b 
advocate of sports. He was a bozdcr in the J\ 111h~rstbz: 1 -g C nc/"et u ' a 
prominent member of the Amherstburg tmN1 lfou 1l1ng ( lub, us zuell as the 
Brunner Mand Club. 

In 1899 Dr. French married Josephine J\ u ld, daughter of the late John A. 
Auld, co-owner of the original A mh er8 lburg l~'cho . 

In February, 1930, Dr. French beccnnc ill u•h ile at the death bed of h~,s 
aged mother. He contracted pn eumonia and died not long afteru 1ards. H_1s 
remains z.oere buried from th e family home on Richmond Street to Rose Hill 
Cemetery. 

FLO GIBSON -August, 1983 

After a lengthy illness one of Amherstburg's leading citizens in the person 
of Flo Gibson recently died. During h<'f" residence in toum. she played an 
important part in community and church affairs, generous in the support of 
town activities. A couple of years ago she zuas n01ned "Citizen of the Year". 
Many of her good worhs were unhnou•n to a ll but her closest friends. When the 
Fort Malden Guild of Arts and Crafts zuas negotiating the purchase of the 
Michigan Central Railway Amherstburg depot to be converted into an art 
gallery, she made a financial contribution niahing the purchase possible. 

When the Amherstburg Rotary Club was negotiating for the purchase of 
the Park House in order that this historic structure be saved, she came up with 
the needed dollars to complete the purchase of the building. She was also a 
major contributor to the finances of St. Andrew's Presbyterian Church. 

A weeli before her death, Flo called telling us plans to back another tou.m 
project. Amherstburg has been a better place to live thanks to the love and 
generosity that Flo Gibson gave to the town. 

CAPTAIN DAVID JOSEPH GIRARDIN (1848-1909) 

David J. Girardin was born in Amherstburg on 
the 4th of March, 1848, one of Jean Baptiste and Julie 
(Fortin) Girardin 's thirteen children. 

He began his career on the Great Lakes at the age 
of 12 or 18 as a wood passer, in the days when tugs 
called in at Amherstburg for fuel . Next he became a 
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de.ck~and and advanced by successive steps to the Master's post on the bridge. 
Hts fTTst berth was as wh<?elsman on the tug DART, which plied between Lalws 
Erie and Huron ports in the 1860s, under the command of his uncle, Captain 
Alexander Wilcox. Later he sailed as master of the tugs KATE WILLIAMS 
BURNSIDE, HECTOR, JOHN MARTIN and 0. WILCOX, all famous amon~ 
the vessels which operated on the Detroit and St. Clair rivers. For more than 
tu.Jenty years Captain Girardin sailed as master with the Northwest 
Transportation Co., commanding in turn the steamers R. J. HACKETT, 
FOREST CITY, S. R. KIRBY AND H.H. BROWN. 

In 1869 at Amherstburg, David J. Girardin married Elizabeth Hutton, 
widow of John Gleason and mother of five children - George, Rose, John, 
Elizabeth and Thomas Hutton. David and Elizabeth had five children - Eva 
(Mrs. Alex Callam); Stella (Mrs. John Mertens); David C. Girardin married 
Edith Pizer - he lost his life in 1916 when his ship the S. R. Kirby went down in 
Lal?-e Superior; Walter L. Girardin married Irene Smith - he too was a mariner; 
George F. Girardin married Lila Beatrice Hamilton. 

In early December, 1909, Elizabeth Girardin accompanied her husband 
aboard the steamer Harvey H. Brou.m on his last trip of the season. Before 
reaching Milwaukee Captain Girardin became ill. Upon reaching that city he 
was taken to Chicago to the home of his daughter, u.1here six physicians, 
including Dr. Teeter who had rushed there from Amherstburg, were consulted. 
He gradually improved and was planning to return home to Amherstburg when 
he suddenly collapsed and died on December 19th. 

Captain David C. Girardin was also a well-known Great Lakes captain 
like his father. A story was told amongst old sailors that Captain Dave could 
wake up any time of the day or night and without looking at the charts tell just 
where his ship was sailing. His early training w~ received under the "old 
guard" of Amherstburg - his father, Capt. E. C. Gatfwld and Capt. C. C. Allen. 
In May, 1916 Capt. Dave's ship went down on Lake Superior after smashing on 
the rocks near Sawtooth Reef during a violent storm. Tu.Jenty-two of the crew 
lost their lives including the captain and the cook, Harry Martin, also of 
Amherstburg. Harry was married to a daughter of John Bailey of Amherstbu.rg 
and she was left with four children - Percy, Ray, Ralp~ and Frances Martin. 
Edith (Pizer) Girardin and her three children - Reva, Whitney and Robert - were 
left to mourn their captain. 

GEORGE GIRAllDIN (1880-1949) 

ur h d mber of characters in Amherstburg and one of them was 
rre a a nu , t bl , bl" d . h 

Ge G · d · tl 11 bootlegger - who ran a respec a ,e ui pig ,ere orge irar in, gen ema 
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for many years. 
bootlegger. 

I'm not betraying any secrets for George said h<' was a 

George was born in Amherstburg on Ma:v 27th. 1~80. the son o~ Ca~tai~ 
David and Elizabeth (Hutton) Girardin Sr. I fr gn'll' up 111 l01l'l1 a 11 d a_s a J ouno 
man z,oas quite a sport. Captain Dave decided lo mahe a man of th1s boy and 
took George aboard his freighter. th<' Han 1ey ff, Brown. 

In those days cocl?.-fighting was a major sport. One ne1:er hnew ~i1here a 
match would be held until a few hour:-; pre11ious to the e11ent. (1eorge sh1ppe~ to 
Buffalo with his father aboard the Harvey 13ro~i'n and going_ ashore w:nt into 
one of the waterfront pubs where he connected lNth :-;ome men 111terested m coch
fighting. There was a fine bird, champion of all, that he cove~ed an:d s?mehow 
eventually became its owner. George figured on cleaning up lNth thrn b,,rd bach 
in town, but he didn't }?.now hou 1 to get it bacl?. to Am herstburg without his father 
malling the discovery. After a bit of conni11ing u 1ith a couple of the crew 
members, the bird was stow<'d (m1ay up forward in the hold of the vessel below 
the Captain's cabin. 

For several hours before the ship was due at the mouth of the Detroit 
River there was a heav:v fog and the "Brown" u1as proceeding z.oith extreme 
caution. George u.1as at the wheel and his father pacing behind him, very much 
worried. Suddenly a coch crowed! Captain Girardin said "My God, we 're off our 
course and going up on Bar Point! Full steam astern!" 

Within a reasonable time the ship came to a stop - the lead line went over 
the side and when Captain Girardin found that the "Brown" zDas in safe waters 
he heaved a sigh of relief Then the cocl?. crowed a.gain and the old man was 
puzzled. Upon investigation he discovered the fighting fowl. Needless to say, 
as soon as the Brou1n headed up the Detroit River the good Captain signalled for 
a small boat to come out from the Duff and Oatfield Marine Reporting Agency 
and young George u>as put ashor<'! 

In the 1.920s George went in to the grocery business and had a quality 
grocery store on the southeast corner of Murray and Bathurst. He did a thriving 
business and had all the richest customers in town. Unfortunately, they didn't 
pa:v their bills so the end of the store soon came. Later he bought a small grocery 
store on the east side of Sandwich Street just north of Alma (now the Canton 
R<>staurant). ~fr progr:s~e_d along and finally decided to go into business as a 
bootlegger durmg proh1bll10n. The place was popular with bigshots both from 
tou 1n and out of lOli'n, and especially popular u>ith the mariners who 1'.'0uld 
gather there, hmie a feu' drin~?.s, s1_'-'~P fall's, play cards and have a good old time. 
It lNJS s<>ldom that l~e pohr<> u1s1t<~d this spot as George ran his place very 
carl/z_llly. Known as Snug Harbour, 1t was a rendezvous for many men of high 
pos1 twn. 
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GORDON, JUDGE P. H. 

Canadian Red Cross Society 

. An item of interest locally tool?- place during World War II. In 1941, I had 
been i~ f!ttawa at a meeting of the executive of the Canadian Weeldy Newspapers 
Association, where I met the Hon. Mr. Justice P. H. Gordon who was chairman 
of the Canadian Red Cross Society. He said he would like to come to 
Amh~rstburg so I invited him to address the Amherstburg Rotary Club, which 
he did. He told of the privation being suffered by Canadian prisoners of war 
and stated if it were not for the Canadian Red Cross food parcels these men 
would starve. I was the only reporter at that meeting and we printed Judge 
Gordon's remarks in The Echo. 

Imagine my surprise two weel?-s later when a letter arrived from a friend 
who was editor of the Kelowna (British Columbia) Courier, in which was 
included a clipping from his paper whereby he had reported an address given 
by Judge Gordon to the Kelowna Rotary Club. In his tall?-, Judge Gordon spoke 
of visiting Amherstburg and his talk in connection z.oith the prisoners of war. 
He said that within tu.10 days after h;,s v;,sit to the Amherstburg Rotary Club had 
appeared in The Echo, the German government protested his remarks to Red 
Cross Headquarters in Switzerland. 

GROSSE ILE AIR BASE 

There was, during the WWII period, a large United States _Naval Airport 
at the foot of Grosse Ile, Michigan where young flyers we:e trained_. Many of 
these planes used a course directly over Amherstburg. Residents here protested 
at these low-flying planes so a meeting was arran~ed betroeen t~e heads of the 
Naval Air Station and the Amherstburg Council. That particular summer 
evening, I u.ias out cutting the grass and five "!inutes before the meeting 
suddenly realized that J had to get going. Gra_bbmg note .paper c:nd pe_ncils, 
without changing my clothes, J went to the meeting. Counc1,l was _m sessions? 
naturally I took a place in the corner. In came several Naval officer:s, all _spit 
and polish. The mayor introduced them to every member of council, entire~y 
overlooking me. After the meeting, however, the mayor called me over and smd 
these me h d h d bout u.ihat was going on at Fort Malden. They had n a ear a h · b · d 11v 
brought th · · "th them and would like to see w at is eing one. .i ou 
are th leir wwehs whi key to the building. Would you looli after them?" 

e on y one w o as a , , · 

It l r. e to meet these fine people. They understood my 

Pr d. was ~ p easubre_ ,or m rly. dressed. However, after showing them 
e icament m not emg prope · k d h d 

around the Fort I took them to the Anderdon for a drin an we ,a a good 
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· ·t The following week Commander Walker called and invited me 0
1
i 1er t~ t':J 

~{{;~ers' Mess for dinner. He said_ to bring along a friend. ~o _I look (,aptam r'~ 
Earl McQueen. Following that visit I was sent a membersl11p Ill t}~( Offi.ce 
Mess (a Mess Card) and during Comnwnder Walher_'s tenure of off1ce, he se~.t 
a crash boat over for me every time there was a specwl ePent at the Naval Ai,r 
Station - including the appearances of the Hlue Angels and many famous people. 

HAAS, RUTH 

The first woman president of an American College was Ruth Haas. of 
Amherstburg. Ruth as a child came to Amherstb11rg from Syracuse, N. Y., w1th 
her family. Her father, F. W. Haas, was chosen as purchasing agent for the then 
newly-founded company, Brunn<'I' Mond Canada Limited. Ruth attended the 
Amherstburg Continuation School, then located on the second floor of the 
Amherstburg Public School on Richmond Street and she was further educated 
at Syracuse University. Later she joined the faculty of Connecticut Teachers' 
College at Danby, Connecticut and through her ability eventually became head 
of that institution. Ruth became llnown as one of the top educationalists in the 
United States. 

HARROW RESEARCH STATION 

Way back in 1909, a major farm crop in Essex South was the growing of 
flue cured tobacco. So important was it that the Federal Department of 
Agriculture decided to establish the Harrow Experimental Station to help 
tobacco growers with their problems. To head the station and supervise 
Experimental worll, an expert in tobacco growing was hired as the first director 
of the station. This man was Dudley Digges, who did an excellent job. 

This small beginning has resulted in the Harrow Research Station - a 
large centre, staffed by experts who have made a mark in research in the 
Canadian agricultural picture. The station can rightfully lay claim to many 
firsts that have made an impact on production of food products in Canada. In 
recent weeks, this outstanding research station observed its 75th anniversary. 

For many years during our newspaper days we visited the Harrow 
Research Station each wee!?. to tall?. with man.r• niembers of the staff. In the 
beginning we called in at a small office. The research facilities were located on 
the south side of Highway 18, east of Harrow. Additions were later made to the 
original building including greenhouses. Our first contact with a director was 
Herb Murwin who _came to th.<!. station from the United States. Down through 
the years he superVf,sed expanswns to the research facilities and enlargement of 
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the acreage used in added research projects. A substation under the direction 
of John A:vl_eswort~, to conduct experiments on the land, u,as establi,shed. Before 
Mr. Murun~ 's. retrreme_nt, there was serious talh about construction of large 
research bwldmgs. Th1s plan zDas carried out by Mr. Murwin 's successor, Dr. 
L. W. _K?ch. Jl;1any ~ours were spent by Dr. Koch, departmental heads, Don Lee 
(admm1,_stratwe off1.cer), and the architect in the planning of the new building. 
The p~o1ect had the blessing of the Honourable Eugene Whelan, Federal Minister 
~f Agnculture, who pushed the project along. The station was constructed, and 
in operation before the retirement of Dr. Koch. 

HAUNTED HOUSE - November, 1983 

In the not too distant future, Amherstburg's "Haunted House" will be but 
a pleasant memory. The structure will be demolished to malle way for the 
extension of the King's Navy Yard Park. In its last days it made possible the 
holding of a three-day haunted house session, sponsored jointly by the 
Amherstburg Rotary Club and Project Mainstreet group. It enabled these 
community minded people to raise well over three thousand dollars to go to the 
trust fund to pay for an expensive liver transplant operation for Eric Middleton, 
a local youngster. Not only did the locals get a thrill but the attendance showed 
that the people of this area are z.oarm-hearted in caring for this little boy. 

But back to the Haunted House -- Peter Jaber was the last owner of the 
building. We well remember it as the residence and office of the Dr. R. H. Abbott 
family. After the doctor died and the family moved, it was the centre for singing 
lessons for youngsters taught by Miss Lovedy Barret. Folloz.oing that it was the 
home of a number of local families. The town in its wisdom purchased the 
property following the death of Mr. Jaber. It is thought that after the house is 
demolished the site may become a downtown par/ling lot to serve the King's 
Navy Yard Park and provide extra off-street par/ling for businesses in the old 

core area. 

Baell to the Abbott family. During the early part of the 1900s, Callam 's 
Bay in Malden Township u.'as utilized as a boneyard for abandoned i1essels that 
had seen better days and z.oere no longer in service. There were a number of old 
wrecl?.s that marred the beauty of the river. Best remembered were the Bulgaria, 
a z.oooden freighter and the Freemont, a former passenger boa_t. '!'he Bulgaria 
z.oas a total u.irecl?. __ the young bloods of the touin had a ball _stnpprn.g the vessel 
of artifacts, not realizing they were stealing. ~a_ny a ~,om~ m tou''! nou1 has an 
artifact off the Bulgaria. The reason we are lmlung .th1.s ep1.sode zNth the Abbott 
family i.s the fact the young people of the Abbott famdy camped out each summer 

on the upper deck of the Freemont. 
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The ships' boneyard was an eyeson~. The Echo led the demand ~-r tht~: 
removal At first there was little interest rn the matter, many locals t~ fiJ l 
attitud~ The Echo was trying to run the town. Ho11•e••er, local an .e er~ 
politicians began to see the light. Finally, the federal government ldec7,d:d:; 
take action. Tenders for the removal of the hu.lhs lN're called. The oz~:; t: be 
submitted by Captain J. Earl McQueen. It (lid not talw long for the J 
done. 

This section of the riverfront is shown in the Margaret Reynolds paint_ing 
of Amherstburg 1813. It shows Elliott 's Point a 11 d the Amherstburg shorelm;; 
including the British vessel _"Detroit" on the_ drydock, the Park House and ~ed 
Gordon House. Elliott's Powt eventually disappeared when sand was loa d 
aboard flat bottom sailing vessels and hauled to Detroit to build streets an 
other construction during the development of that city. 

Yes the "Haunted House" is a thing of the past, but it will long be 
remember~d. Probably by Ballowe 'en in 1.984 the Rotary Club and Mainstreet 
group will be able to find another site for this popular event. 

HORSE AND BUGGY ERA . .. 

On March 1st, 1935, Fred Bertrand sold his livery stable business to his 
son, Drifford, but retained the taxi service - a year or so later he also turned over 
to his son this branch of the former livery business. Fred Bertrand conducted 
a livery stable business in Amherstburg for 38 years. The first location was an 
old stone building at the corner of Dalhousie and Park Streets, a building that 
was commonly known as the Middleditch Foundry. His stable numbered from 
25 to 40 horses. There was considerable demand for horse power in those days 
both for work and pleasure and he had no trouble in keeping the animals busy. 
In fact, business increased to such an extent that he decided to build his own 
barn. He bought a piece of property on Ramsay Street from Miss Bruce and in 
1912 erected a livery barn that stood until it was destroyed by fire in February, 
1935.. This was immediately north of the former Echo office in the Sons of 
Temperance Building. 

Mr. Bertrand not only let horses for hire but during the war bought horses 
for the Government and sold as much as $1,975 in one day . . . He also bought 
horses for use on the old horse-drawn street cars in Detroit and Windsor. Horse 
racing aroused his sporting blood and he was the owner of three horses in the 2.20 class. 

When Drifford returned to Amherstburg from serving overseas in World 
War I, he joined his father in business. Motor trucks and cars were beginning 
to replace the horse-drawn vehicles and the Bertrand firm - to keep abreast of 
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the times - began to get rid of their horses and do more and more business by 
motor truck. Thus the livery stable business merged into the trucking business 
and resulted in the creation of the truching firm of Minute SNv;ce. A number 
of years ago Gerald Bertrand became associated with his father and fairly 
recently the name of the company has been changed to D. Bertrand Transpm:I 
L1.1nz,ted. The once small livery stable grew into big business. In 1962 it 
operated 26 units and hauled Aniherstburg produced products to all po;n ts of 

Ontario. 

. The story of the livery business in Amherstburg u1ould not be complete 
unthout mention of the Fox Livery Stable that u1as operated b:v the Zak Alhrrt 
Fox and on his death was tahen ouer by his son Esria.s Fox. This u

1

as the local 
headquarters of the Amherstburg-Windsor stage and u

1
as famous as a racing 

stable as well as a livery barn. It was from this placr that carriages were called 
to tahe Amherstburg socialites to dancrs and it u1aB also from. here that carriagrs 
were supplied for funerals and other special affairs. ThP large barn extended 
from Richmond Street to Rankin Avenue on the site where the Amherstburg Cold 
Storage and the Federal Building nou 1 stand. In the front u

1

as a small office 
where hostlers and manv transients slept. The main barn u

1
as a large llN)-storev 

structure that was mo~1ed to the property in 1880 b:v Mr. Fox. ThC' building 
originally stood on the grounds of Old .Fort Malden and u

1

as f;rst used as a 
barrachs. Later it became part of the Insan<' As.vlum and u

1

as abandoned rl'h<'n 
this institution was mo

1
1ed to London. The other large barracks building zNis 
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moved off the Fort property when part of it li'as purchwwd by F. A _HouRh. This 
particular section was cut into three parts and nolt' forms three re.-.ufrnces on the 
east side of Laird Avenue. 

The late Albert Fox was 1.oell-lmo1N1 to the lrauelling public in his day as 
it was his stage coaches that ran for many years betu,een J\mherstburg and 
Windsor and from Amherstburg do1N1 lhe Lalwfront to Oxley. The coaches 
continued to operate until the first <>lectric curs cam<> _to J\mherstburg over the 
tracks of the Sandwich, Windsor and J\mherstburg Ratlu'ay. Mr .. Fox also held 
the contract to haul passengers and mail from Gordon Statron - now ~he 
Brunner Mond Canada, Limited riPerfront - to Amherstburg. Gordon ~tati?n 
was the western terminus of the Canada Southern RaillN(\' and from. this pornt 
the trains were ferried across the Lo1t'er Detroit Rii1er to Sugar Island, over a 
bridge to Grosse Ile and over another hridge to the American mainland. 

HORSESHOE BAY - NovembeT!', 1983 

In the past few wee/ls th<>re has been some discussion as to the location 
and naming of Horseshoe Bay. We well remember when this bay was created off 
the northern tip of Bois Blanc Island b.v Captain Oruille Duncanson. The walls 
of the bay consisted of roc/.l dredged out of the Detroit River during deepening 
of the Livingstone Channel. After the bay was completed it was used as a haven 
for small craft. One idea the promoters had was a grandiose plan to purchase 
an abandoned passenger craft, tow it to Horseshoe Bay and create a gambling 
mecca, mostly for the American trade. The Echo led the fight in opposing this 
plan much to the disgust of those who would malie a fast bucli and ruin the 
tranquillity of the residents in homes along the Amherstburg Shore. There z.vas 
such a clamour that the plan was abandoned. 

HOTELS IN AMHERSTBURG 

(Reprinted from The Amherstburg Echo November 4, 1932) 

Down through the years, from the days when Amherstburg was old Fort 
Malden, public hospitality here has been a by-word. The practise of the owners 
of hostelries of giving the finest and most efficient service available has been 
car~ied on from generatio~ to generation. At present (1932) only tu.Jo hotels exist 
which used to be located in Amherstburg and vicinity. And not only the hotels, 
but t~e f!eople .themselves have on all occasions exhibited that spirit of public 
~o~p1.tality 1~1~ich has meant a g_reat deal in the history of this town. Perhaps 
1.t 1.s that spint of good fellou.1sh1.p 1.vhich has done so much toz.oard our tourist 
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tr.ade during the sum"!'er months. "The stranger within our gates" is always 
gwen the greatest poss1hle considerat;on. 

Isaa In the early part of the last century such celebrated figures as General Sir 
c B:och, Sunon Gt.rt)' and T<>cumseh are smd to have been regular patrons 

of public houses in what was then Fort Malden. 

b At one time there were four hotels on Dalhousie Street in the block 
etween Richmond and Murray Streets. The site of the present Bank of 

Montreal was the JOHNSTON HOUSE. HORSMAN'S HOTEL stood firmly at 
the corner of Dalhousie and Murray where the Bank of Commerce is situated 
for nearly a century. There was a hotel at the present location of the Lakevie,;, 
and another in the Mullen Block - the SALMON! HOUSE - once owned by the 
grandfather of ex-mayor Salmoni of Kingsville. The old BRITISH NORTH 
AMERICAN, famous as headquarters of British army officers, held forth at the 
present Dominion Stores location on Dalhousie. The old CONROY HOUSE was 
a tavern on Murray St. which did business across from the PRINCE ALBERT 
HOTEL, owned and operated by the late William Bungey. Bungey later built the 
UNION HOTEL, which is now a residence at the corner of the Pike Road and 
Sandwich Street owned by Thomas Lucier. The WILCOX HOUSE on Simcoe 
St. operated for many decades as the official stopping place in Amherstburg for 
the stage coach lines which communicated with Sandwich and other towns. 
Over half a century ago the BRUCE HOUSE on Ramsay Street which stood near 
the_ old Echo office was a famous hotel - offici.als of the Canada Southern 
Railway made it their headquarters while in town. The SEARLE HOUSE stood 
on the corner of Richmond and Bathurst Streets across from the public school. 
This hotel was one of the most famous in the district and flourished in 1812. It 
was on the upper floor of this hostelry that Adoniram Masonic Lodge No .. 18 
held meetings at which it is said both General Brock and Tecumseh attended. 
Military history tells of the exciting days of that midsu_mmer of 1812 a"d of that 
memorable evening in June when the lodge was m session, tha~ a ~unner 
brought the news of General Hull's intention to cross the Detroit Rwer at 
Sandwich and that reinforcements were needed to strengthen the small garrison 
at Fort Malden, which was within sight of the lodge room at Amherstburg. 
These men left the lodge room, buckled on their swords, shoula-;red their 
flintlock guns and as a part of a mere handful of troops repelled Hull s forces at 
the River Canard three miles from Amherstburg. A British soldier named 

Handcock, was killed in the skirmish. 

Where the Public Library now stands the AMERICAN HOTEL served the 
Public '"or d the DOMINION HOUSE was located where Leo 

1• many years, an · d d G ) Grondin 's grocery is now located (southeast corner of Richmon an eorge . 
One of th 1.. · ·t d y uias the old GORDON HOUSE at Gordon 1ust 

e most 1amous m 1, s a M d c d north f A h b ,nerty now owned by Brunner on ana a, 
. o m erst urg on proJ-' 

Limited. 



I 
I 

I 

I 

I 

I 
'•1 

. -··~· -" -· ·~·~·....:... -~~-=- -

· · J doing u•cll but the All of these hotels were operating at one ! 1 me w1 ( · . ',, • d 
trend of traffic from slow-moving vehicles to su•1ft tnrnsportaf/011 hm-<: f0_1 ce 

f b · the TEMPERANCE ACT too made the hotel business many out o us1.ness - , , · , 
unprofitable. 

The AMHERST HOUSE, formerly lmo1N1 as the RROWN _HOUSE}, was 
built in 1882. Since that time it ha.c; seen local histor:v in the ma/.ang. It 1.s now 
owned by Charles Fleming. 

The Laheview Hotel, now 01N1ed and operated b.v T. H. Fox, was built in 
1876 by the late Theo Pa.rh, father of /Jr. T. James Parh, Medical Officer of 
Health. for Amherstburg. This building was erected on the site of the 
Amherstburg public marllet u1hich lNJS laid out in 1858 b:v the late James A. 
Willlinson, Provincial Surveyor. The mar}wt lands also included the property 
on which the present Scratch hloch is situated. For some reason this project of 
a market place was abandoned. 

HYDRO CONVERSION STORY 

During the pe,.;od 1948-1955 the h:vdro power lines in Ontario were 
converted from 25 c:vcle to 60 c:vcle. This co1wersion was done u1ith a minimum 
of inconvenience to hydro consumers. Ontario H_ydro paid the bill for the 
conversion of all electrical matters and equipment. 

Prior to the conversion, Amherstburg was zDell served with hydro power 
lines - 2 lines came into town u1hich ensured that service could be maintained 
during most interruptions in the main lines. After conversion, Hydro engineers 
decreed that only one main line u1ould come into Amherstburg. This did not 
serve the town well and there lN're many interruptions in production schedules 
for local industriC's. Marra 's Bread Limited plant was one that suffered the 
most. 

· Much was written about this condition in The Amherstburg Echo. The 
Hydro district engineer maintained that a second service would not be installed 
as such lines lN're not m 1ailable in other Western Ontario tau.ms. However, a 
sen ;or C'mploy<'<' of the Essex County Hydro Office contacted us one day and 
brought in a plan wh;ch showed that a second line could easily com~ into 
Amherstburg ;fa short span u1as built from the Kingsville station to "a line which 
ran to Amherstburg. 

About this time Robert Saunders, a chairman of the Ontario Hydro 
Commission· U'GS com;ng to th(' Clari~ Keith plant in Windsor to meet ~.l. 1 ith 
members of the ~outhuiestern Ontario Weeldy Newspapers Association. We felt 
that the map lNth the sugg('sted rhange should be brought to Mr. Saunders' 
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atter:tion. Through the good graces of Rev. M. C. Davies, member of the Ontario 
Legislature for Windsor and Speaher of the House, and William Murdoch 
M.P.P., Essex South, a meeting was arranged with Mr. Saunders in the board 

room of the Clari?- Keith plant. 

. When he started to explain our needs to Mr. Saunders, the Hydro engineer 
interrupted and said it could not be done. "Hold on there, young man", Mr. 
Saunders said. "Let John make his pitch". After we had shown how a second 
service could easily be established Mr. Saunders turned to the Hydro engineer 
and asked, "Can this be done?" The engineer hung his head and replied, "I 
think so but it would cost a lot of money." Mr. Saunders questioned him again 
and found that it was a minimal expense. He said to the Hydro engineer, "I 
want this line in operation by midnight". The 1.oor/?- was accomplished and 
Amherstburg had a second service without a lot of "to do". 

INDIAN ON STACK 

. The Detroit River and the passage of vessels up the Ainherstburg Channel 

is a constant source of information. 

We recall that when Bellevue was a Veterans' Hospital in the 1940s, high 
Canadian officials coming to visit Bellevue would sit on the fr.ant verandah and 
be asWunded by the vessels passing upstream. One frequent visik>r through this 
section of the Detroit River was the steamer Wyandotte of the Wya.ndotte 
Transportation Company, the first self-unloader on the Great Lakes. On her 
stack was painted an Indian. On either side of the stack were landwg ladders. 

One official seeing the Wyandotte going upstream turned to Gavin Greig, 
manager of the Veterans' Hospital, and ashed ,,.hy the ladders. . Garn~, 
answered wn'h th t ll , the Indian to climb down to reheue h1.mself. 

, 1 , ey are ere o a ou · · , · · 

ICE BREAKING 
UT h l" d ll l" the banlw of the Detroit River. The river 
rre ave we a our tves on · · · h · 

holds a great fa~cination for people ,,,ho love the ships and act1mtY_ rn t i.s 
section of the Great Lakes. Fortunately we have been able to spenil c~;~t,':;,~ble 
time on the Detroit River, Lalles Erie and St. Clai.r and the St. a · 

. Sundav morning we walked doumtown 
t . In the late fort1.es, one cold, foggy h -d th t plane had gone doll>n on 
~pi.ck up the morning P'!per "'hen we .ea; J · ;ar~ McQueen to see if he u•as 
s obl? Island, so we ~urne~ to contact dCap th;,t Capt. Jalle Penner would tall<' 

endmg over a tug to mvest1.gate. He tol us · 
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Capt. J. Earl McOueen aboard tug 
Atomic. 

th r !\tomi(· out and cut through the thicl-?. 
ice lo the island ond ll '<' u >en! ll elcome lo 
go along. On board ll'<'IT m embers of the 
0.JJ.P. l?l:'aching the is land u e wa l!-?.ed 
oner tu the zoest side hut found no plan e. 
We returned to the Atomic - a m essage 
came th rough /or the tu R to go to Toled? 
mu! bring but!,· o fre igh ler in the Detrmt 
Toledo coal run . T his vesse l was under 
the command of Capt. Duncanson . We 
le/t Toledo lceep i ng ah ead of the 
fre ighter, hei ng held up many limes by 
the thief\. ice and fin a lly managed to get 
her in to the Rouge R iver. A signal cam e 
from the /rcighter to go to the port side 
of the riuer. The captain, rather than 
la hi ng to starboard, h eaded for the tug 
miss ing us by inches. 

T he trip downriver to 
A m hers tburg was uneventful except for 
a u1indrow at the h ead of Bois Blanc in 
front of our residence z.ohich we could 
not see on account of the fog. It took 
several hours to break through this 
massive ice fi eld. When z.oe reached 
A mherstburg the 0.P.P. officers stepped 
ashore, exclaiming how happy they were 
to be on land again. 

Another rnemorable trip through the ice z.oas aboard the Canadian Coast 
Guard ice breaher, the Griffon. One day about 5:80 Capt. John Bennett of the 
Amherstburg depot of the Canadian Coast Guard called and said the Griffon 
was lying at Amherstburg but would soon be going to the head of La.he St. Clair 
to free a giant ice bloch near Marine City. He invited us to go along and minutes 
later we 'were on board. 

The Griffon proceeded up the ice-clogged Detroit River and La.he St. Clair 
z.oithout too much trouble. Upon arriving near Marine City she began cutting 
through the deep ice to put it on the move. We spent mos.t of the time on the 
bridge with the shippers. There was little vibration. in the powerful vessel and 
after a couple hours' work the job was completed and the Griffon proceeded back 
to home port. It was a 11iemorable day. 

The Griffon z.oas named for the first sailing vessel that came up Lake Erie 
through the Detroit River around 167.9. The story is that LaSalle, shipper of the 
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Griffon , U
1as afraid to enter the 11 CllTOll'S bettl'een Bois Blanc and the mainland, 

and he sent men ahe(J(/ to set fir es on th e island and the ban/is of Malden to 
guide him th rough. 

ON THE MARK HAM 

S ince the early 1900s the U. S. Corps of Anny Engineers has maintained 
an. office in A m herstburg for th e purpose of directing the vessels in maintenance 
worl-r. on Lal-r.e Erie and th e DC' tro it River. N ear the beginning of the last major 
~eepen ing of th e Amherstburg Channel, Fred Sniith was head of the Engineers 
ln A mherstburg. One day he as!?.ed us to accompany him to the suction dredge 
Marllham u1hich toas u1orking near the Detroit River light. The Marliham had 
suction urms on each sid(' . It made its rounds and after filling up went to the 
dumpin g grounds south of Boblo to discharge its cargo. This procedure 
continued day and night. We boarded the Marliham while it was in motion. 

Nearing d inner time Mr. Smith ashed how we u.1ould lihe a T-Bone Steah 
dinner. He sa id u1e would have to pay for our ou.m meal which we were more 
than happy to do . The charge was 15 cents. 

l 
;, .. , . 

The Dredge Markham. 

INTERNATIONAL BRIDGE - August, 1983 

Once again there is some talk about the construction of an ln_ternation._al 
bridge to connect Hightoay 75 in Michigan z.oith Highway 401 in Onta_rw. 
Unless the economy improves and there is a lot of political pressure o~ ~oth Sldes 
of the Lower Detroit River, this will remain a dream. When the original plan 
for Highway 401 was made public, provi,sion was indicated for~ cut off near the 
town of Essex and an extension. to a point in Malden, what is now t~e Boblo 
ferry dock Jt is not outside the realm of reason that someday ther~ wi~l be a_n 
International bridge over the LOl.oer Detroit River to connect Ontarw Hlghway 
401 and Michigan Highway 75. 
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. . ... ' r hridac lNJS prepared, the bridge 
Some years ago a plan for an. ac1(<~;s-11r e I nd I i1·in as tone Channel on to 

crossing over the Lime Kiln C'ross111g _d1anne n ti , Tre~1ton Channel to the 
Stoney Island across rrosse ( ,· l l I th, first earth u1as turned. -1 • .a. s G fl• h\' hn ge <Wl'r 1" rn'h t' 
mainland. In fact, a ceremony ll'<Is 1<' ( 1'' ?en 1 • 

as far as this promotion u 1e n t · 

--. . r . ed a feasibility study for In later years the Island of 13oblo Compon.\ 1.rn~nc , · · l d · th of the 
. l l . l r ti ' A1u·/11aan mam an . sou. the building of an In tern a II 011 a >r 1< ge 1ro111 " " f th · :s m about 

foot of Boblo Island to the Malden Shore. Then• ".'as a lot 0 ~ u~;°.emember 
this venture but it too, did n ol ge I beyo 11 d I he I a Ila 11 g 8 tage · e u•e 1 h the 
an enthusiastic ,;,eeting of the Amherstburg Chamber of Commz~ce ~'' enan)' 
proposal lDas outl;ned bv Red Brou•ning of the Island of Bo 0 odmp · ",." 

. r· f B bl Company turne , sou ' Shortly after this gathering, the 111a11ces o o 0 • · d.d t have 
resulting in its sale to a group from the u•est. The new group 1 · no! k d 
experi<!nce in sue h an ope ration, and it u •en t belly-up in a few years. Ith 00 l e t 
lille Boblo parll was doomed uihen the company went banl-lrupt. At t e ,as 
minute the chestnut was pulled out of the fire when David Dufour, Amhers~burg 
promoter, managed to enlist the aid of sei1eral monied men, and malie a b1d for 
the island. This allowed enough of a delay for American interests t~ t°:ke 
another look at it. Remo Mancini persuaded Michigan Automobile Assocwtwn 
to enter the picture. The rest is history, and Boblo opened on time for the 1983 season. 

INTERNATIONAL YACHT AND COUNTRY CLUB 

During the 'roaring twenties' a Yacht and Country Club was established 
along the riverfront on the Henry G. Duff property, z.ohich extended from Duff 
(then Morrou 1 Lane) to Brunner Avenue. This club was the brainchild of H. 
Grant Duff, who secured the financial bacl-ling of several Detroit millionaires, 
notably Aaron DeRoy, who at that time held the largest Hudson motor car 
dealership in Michigan. (He also had the largest yacht, which took up the whole length of the dock) 

B:v the spring of 1928 the old Duff homestead had been remodelled into 
a clubhouse for the newl.Y-formed International Yacht and Country Club. An 
imposing structure of Spanish architecture, the building U)as complete with a 
large dining room as u1ell as a smaller, priliate dining room, lounges, dressing 
rooms, locl?.ers and showers, manager's apartment, kitchen and service rooms. 
S. F. Cooper, u1ho had pr<>l1iously been connected with the University Club of Detroit, u1as general manager. 

There was an open dee!~ on the second floor where members could sit out 
and watch the riuer or the eighteen-hole putting course which u.1as laid out on 
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183 acres of beauti fu l, rolling grounds . Large yachts came up the river and 
doched across th e highway from the clubhouse. 

A few loca l citizens belonged to the club, but for the most part its 
membership uias made up of people from, the Windsor-Detroit a.rea. 
Unfor tuna tely, th is opera tion neuer really got off the ground, having its ups and 
down s for a (l!u1 years before it zuc1s tota lly destroyed by fire. 

A n am.using in ciden t of th is operation z.oas a raid held one night by the 
Provin6al Po lice in search of liquor. One of the Aniherstburg young-bloods, 
"Cuss" Fa lls, had a bott le of zohishey hidden in the water tank of a toilet there. 
The police went ouer th e bu i !ding with a fine-tooth comb but didn't find the 
booze. 

Thi.s local "hotshot" at a party in Windsor one evening was out to impress 
som e friends and ini1ited them to come out to the International for Sunday 
lunch, but forgot all about it by the time I arrived home. At eleven o'clock on 
S unday morning, l received a phone call from one of the 'guests' ashing what 
time he should be at the club for lunch. It took some fast manoeuvring. I called 
the steward and thanhs to him, saved face. At 12:30 p.m., twenty-one people 
showed up for lunch! 

The club had a nine-hole golf course on the second concession of 
Anderdon, u1hich in 1931 u.1as operated by Grant Duff It was !mown as the 
Springhill Golf and Country Club. 

The Amherstburg Echo - March 30, 1928 

"Citizens of Amherstburg have been watching with great interest the 
remodelling of the old Duff homestead this z.ointer into the clubhouse for the 
newly formed International Yacht and Count1y Club. A remarkable change has 
been rorought and noio stands an imposing struc~ure ?f ~pm:.ish architecture 
which will be formally opened early in April. T_h1.s bwldmg is most. complete, 
containing a large dining room, lounge room, ladws' lounge and dress mg rooms, 
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men's lounge, locker and shower rooms, pri1 1ate dining room, manager's 
apartment, kitchen and service rooms. 

S. F. Cooper, formerly of the Un il'<'rsity Club of D:troit, is general 
manager of the institution. One of the features _of thC' building rs th<: deck on: t:~e 
second floor. Here club members ma:v be out m the open ouerlook1,~,g the : 1-.v. ' 
the bonny wee course or the eighteen hole putting course. The dockm,g facr.ht1,es 
will be improved besides which a championship 18-hole golf course u.nll be 
constructed. It i.s expected that this will be playable this .vear. A number of local 
citizens belong to the club, although for the most part its membership i.s made 
up of Border Cityites and Detroi le rs." 

IRWIN WOMEN 

While the folloz.oing incidents occurred before I was even a twinkle in the 
old man's eye, they are treasures of an earli<>r Aniherstburg u..1hich I believe 
deserve to be recalled. Both are from The Amherstburg Echo in 1880 during 
Messrs. Balfour and Auld's ownership. 

"The youngest of the Irwin women who keep the disreputable house on 
Bathurst Street, feeling annoyed at our reference to their establishment in last 
week's i,ssue, came to our office on Wednesday morning and threw a parasol at 
Mr. Balfour and fled. We understand that several of the male friends of these 
parties are considerably annoyed and say that roe have no reason to condemn the 
di.sorderly proceedings that lately tooh place. Perhaps these thin-skinned 
individuals may give us some good reasons for our condemnation when 
summoned to give evidence in a court of law as the residents of the 
neighbourhood have made up their minds to be no longer annoyed by the 
presence of such a resort. " 

"On Saturday afternoon last the u.1oman calling herself Octavia Irwin 
made another attempt to assault the editor of this paper, this time by stril-dng 
him with a rawhide on the street near this office. He threw her down and took 
the whip from her and shortly afteru.1ards had her brought before Justice McGee, 
who fined her one dollar and costs on the first charge of assault, and five dollars 
and costs on the second, and ordered her to furnish securities to keep the peace 
for one year. In connection with this matter 1.oe zoould inform such degraded 
women and their advocates that no act or menace on their part shall deter us 
from doing our duty to the public by condemning the existence of such 
disreputable haunts in the town and their accompaniments of drunkenness, fighting and robbery. " 
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JOHNSON, DA VE 

Dave (Johnson u1as a Linot:vpe operator toho was with The Amherstburg 
~cho [or many .v<'ars. l rememha him uiith his curving pipe, lack of teeth, and 
he pwturesqu<' lNJ)' he cou Id suierir. 

He spent part of his .vouth in Kingsville and part in Amherstburg, and 
used to tell us about searching in the sand at Elliott's Point for relics of Indian 
days and of TNirtirne,· of being chased out of the melon patches and apple 
or~hards on dark summer nights; about the gang swimming in their birthday 
swts and tailing rid<>s on the sand barges; of playing baseball with The Echo 
team, and cricl-let with home-made bats. 

W: In .1 ~41 Dazie celebrated his 50th year as a member of The Echo staff. 
hen he ;mned thP pap<>r in 1891, printers didn't sit down and punch at little 

lieys to set type. The)' piched their letters from a case one by one - and had to 
rep~ac'! them after the paper was printed. When he z,()as around we didn't need 
? d7,~twnary, geograph:v or encyclopedia. Dave retained a z,()ealth of information 
zn ~7,s memory bank If one wanted to know what Sarah Smith's grandmother's 
mm~en name was, he hnew; who fought in the Battle of Bull Run? Ask Dave. 
For information on the history of a certain landmark or town, or the name of a 
catcher on a local ball team 25 years ago, he ahoays had the right answer. 

Dave separated from his toife very early in the marriage and his idea of 
a real night z.oas to go to Windsor on Saturday payday and travel the bars, 
eventually picking up a young z,()oman of easy virtue who wanted a fast buck or 
~~?· The story g~es that one evening he was debating the fee with a tired yo~ng 
I mg, when he finally said, "Young lady, I don't want to buy the damn thing! 

Just want to rent it for a very, very short time". 

Dave remembered the toll gates on the Pike Road. He recalled a trip he 
made out that highu.1ay 1.ohen he was a lad of nine years old. · · · "The first toll 
ga~e was at the Second Concession and was operated by Timothy P. Barron", he 
said. · · "There was another toll gate at Leslie's Corners (corner Pike and Walker· 
Road). I remember going out the road - there was a bar across it and before it 
was · d th h" raise old Tim Barron came out and collected a dime to let us go roug · 
~ave told us that the money which was collected from the tolls was supposed to 

ave been used for the upkeep of the road but much of it found its way into 
~omebody 's pocket and the Pike was kept in no better shape than the other roads 
~n th_e district, which was terrible. The tolls were aboli.shed in April, 1889· 
ook~ng back in The Amherstburg Echo of that time u.1e found that "On Jv.!onday 

~f thu; week for the first time in 28 years travellers upon the principal highway 
~nto Amherstburg, through Mald;n Township, from Colchester, were ?'~le to 
Journey thereon absolutely free from any liability to pay tolls for the prw1:lege, 
or to have their u.1ay blocked by that relic of barbarism - the toll gates perwd. 

71 



d d · t d $20 000 ,·,1 t}1(1 road while Malden paid Amherstburg borrowe an . mves e , 
$6,000 and private parties $.145. 

JONES CHINA SHOP 

The 1984 sale of the former rlones China Shop, Dalhousie at Murray, has 
awa./~ened a lot of memories. The store lNIS also lmou 1 as rlones Soda Shop. The 
new owners of the premises ar<' Gene and ~Iac}?,ie Sliepenbeek and Judy 
O'Gorman. The name is Renascence Jeu 1ellers and China Shop. Close by are 
the Past and Present Shop, Sandpiper Art Galler)' and the beautifully ~e~tored 
Fort Malden Legion Clubhouse. The Legion building u1as ongmally 
headquarters for Canada. Southern Rai lu 1ay. 

But bacl-l to the Jones China Shop uihose business uias a strange mixture 
of fine china and delicious ice-cream treats. Customers came from far and wide 
to buy china. The compan:v had a fine reputation. It carried fine china lines not 
readily available in Windsor or Detroit. As for the other side of the business, the 
shop ~pecialized in chocolate sodas and 6nroof sundaes. Both of these mouth 
lDatering items featured a homemade chocolate sauce made by a secret recipe. 
In addition to the chocolate sauce, 6nroof 1N1s topped with home roasted fresh 
pea.nuts. For many )'ears Elizab('th Gouhn managed the store. She carried on 
after Mr. Jones' death, and during th(' period u1h('n he lDas touin clerk. 

JOHN A. KLING - August, 1984 

We m·(' indebted to Rill Ryron for a 1.987 picture of the self-unloader John 
A. Kling. It will become part of the Marsh Papers, z.ohich is a provincially 
chart<'red non-profit r<>search project to gather stories of Amherstburg and the 
Rh1er from the turn of the C<'n tury until the present. We hope others having 
pictures and information of local sailors u1ill give them. to the collection. 

Baell to the Kling. She has o warm spot in the hearts of many 
Amh<'rstbur~ fomilies a.~ a number of local sailors were, from time to time, 
nU'mbers of Tts creui. A partial list includ<'s: Captain Mel Beza.ire, Captain Carl 
Shm''· Lorne (Butch) Rertrand, C<'cil Brown and Bill Byron. The Kling and 
zmload~r Chorle,~ ":'('st haule~ many a cargo of coal from Toledo to the Brunner 
Mond Canad~i Lrnnte~ plant 111 Amherstburg. The Kling is still in seruice. We 
hcwen 't any mformat10n on the West. 

As mentioned abo1•e ll'<' a1·, .· · · · f 
• < anxrnus to get p1ctures and lnfonnatwn o 

lake rs that had <T<'U1 nu1mb<'rs from th(' A 1nhe ·stb g At · t · th e 
G .. 1 ur area. one 1.m.e, er 1''ere many r<>at La Iles Capt<11"11 "' h , h J 

• ,.., 1'1 ose ome port uias Aniherstburg. To brea '-l 
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~:e ~:redom of the '"inter laymier. u good !y nurnber passed time in poker.games 
frien .e second floor of th<' M11ll<'11 /'ool Company office on· Dalhousie. These 

, dly sp1.r7led games 7N're ('WTied on for over a half century. 

LAKE CAPTAINS - February, 1983 

For man.v years Amherstburg was the home port for sailors and crew 
:embers of the long ship., tho/ sailed the Great Lakes. A number became well· 

nown sf-uppers of the large freighters. Others became members of the engine 
"'J.;' and deck creu•s. IJ11ring the u•inter lay-off periods they came home and 
a hed much colour to th<' life of the old town. Favourite places for them to 
gatDet were the card game on the second floor of the Mullen Coal Company office 
~n h alhousie or Girardin 's Snug Harbour (Sandwich Street North). In addition 

0 t ese Great La hes soi lors, there were many members of tug boat crews that 

worl-led out of Amherstburg. 

. It is of the lahe captains that this article is directed. It was brought to 
~~~d by the tal". of the sale _of the Callam House, Dalhousi£ Street, to Parks 
B ada. The mm.n part of this building was the commrssariat for Fort Malden. 
~ eside it were several large warehouses in which were stored supplies for the 
~rt. For many years the house was the home of the Alexander C. and Walter 
Callam famr.Zies which had deep roots in the hrstory of Amherstburg. Alexander 

.ampbell Callam was a well-1-lnou..m mill operator u..Jhose mill z,oas located on the 
~ver front (Callam 's Bay) . where the Bob lo Ferry dock is located. His son, 
s~ft.ain Alexander C. Callam, was the skipper of the William Wolfe of the 

G
. lwan Line. He 1.oas married to Eva Girardm, daughter of Captam Davr.d 
ir d. · G I the ar in, captain of the (th£n) longest and largest freighter on the reat ,akes · 

C Harvey H. Brown. Captain Walter Callam was also captar.n of the Wolfe, 

aulkins and Bradley self-unloaders. . · 

A On and off we have been collecting in.formation and artifacts about 
mherstburg sailors for the Marsh Collection. We have gathered quite an array 

and are hoping to build up a fine collection. Aware of our plan. and dream, 
Mary Ann Smythe of Detroit sent us the letter below. Mary Ann 1-S the former 
Mary Ann Kelly, whose father was Captain James Kelly. 

" ... My father sailed on the William P. Snyder Jr. with Captain John 
Jones for twenty years before he was given command of the '.'Shenango" of the 
Shenango Steamship Lines. There were six sister ships of whi.ch the Snyder .Jr. 

Was one. He only sailed it two years before he died. 

W. Captain John McCarthy was captain of the_ ferry boat Halcyon of the 

alkermlle Ferry Co. between Wall-lennlle and Det7 mt. 



i 
I 
I 

Ca tain Melville A. Bezaire sailed the Reiss Brothers, the flagship 0 (the 
Reiss ste:mship company. At one time he was the youngest capta111 on the (r1 eat 
Lakes. 

Captain Carl Shaz.v commanded the William Reiss .. Captain James T. 
McCarthy sailed the A. E. Stewart for the clam<'.'-' Playfmr company out of 
Midland. 

Captain Harry Cook sailed tugs and lN1s Port Captain at. Rodgers Ci~y, 
also the Sachem of the Dunbar and Sulliuan ~'ompany. Ca1:.tarn. Jan~es (Jun 
Cook) sailed the Limestone and was Port Captmn at Rod&ers (1 ty hke .hrn father 
be'"ore him. Captain Daniel McCarthy sailed se11cral of the sh1ps called 

I' · l If) Razerbacks or Pig boats, to the port of Neu 1 Yorl-l. (not a111 ma s .. 

Captain Henry Kelley sailed the Peter A. B. Widener. his last ship was the 
William B. Schiller. Captain Henry Cool-l of Amherstburg sailed the tug 
Columbia. Captain Patrich Harr.v MC'Carth:v sailed the Kling out of Cleveland. 

Captain Neil Rolphson uias captain of the famous "Rodger Blough" of the 
U.S. Steel Company and was thr largest boat on the la1-les. His wife is Dorothy 
Cook of Amherstburg, daughter of the late Captain Harry and Catherine Cook 
of the 'Burg . .. " 

CHRISTMAS AT THE LAKEVIEW 

A spinet was donated in 1976 to the historic Parl-l House by Mrs. Claude 
Fry .... this brought bach memories of certain Christmases during a very rough 
economic period in the history of this old town. Three names run through my 
mind - Ted Pickering, Ben Shillington and Rev. M. C. Davies - and Christmas 
in the 'dirty thirties'. Ted, Ben and Dave were active Rotarians and through 
that organization brought holiday cheer to many families that might not 
otherwise have had a Merry Christmas. 

The Christmas dinner of the Rotary Club was a formal affair, held in the 
second floor dining room of the La.Ju.> View Hotel which had a good view of the 
river. Dining tables and the room were suitably decorated for the holidays. 
Prior to the serving of the meal, eggnogs were served. A roast turkey was 
brought in and placed on the table in front of the president who did the carving. 
During the course of the meal Christnias carols were played on the spinet by 
Edith Healey (Mrs. Clau~e Fry). Before the serving of the last course, the room 
was .dar}ien~d after wh1:ch Henry Banhs, the Lal-le View chef, carried in the 
fl,ammg_ Chru;t.mas puddmg. A short Christmas message z.vas given by Rev. M. 
C. Dames. Th1,s custom was carried on for several vears and was the highlight 
of the Rotary year. · 
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Followin(I l~ (' annua l ( 'h ristm m; d inn <'r, ni('mbers of the Rotary lJ.Jent out 
in team~ to d1stnbu t<' Christmas hos/"<'/ .-; to th e less fortunate fol/ls in the 
community In th . , l . . ti l d . . . . 
0 

t . h . · · 08( r 0 Y·". 7<' nPcr lNrs g reat an . the distributwn was earned 
u unt , httle fu ss onrl 1r1thout th <' lmou1l<'rlge of a goodly number of citizens. 

Sh .ll' We we'll n·1~1eml)('r one Christ mas Eve when in the company of Ben 
.t~ ington we P1s1t<'rl u hom e ll'hl'l"I' th ere had been a breal-t-up in the family, 

~~ h the moLh N lerJl!ing ha ~ushan d to loofr, af~er a large family. On going into 
b ouse ZN ! found the fan11!y lNr s not on ly unthout fuel but the cupboard was 
are. .It didn't lol"e long for Hotarions to rustle up the needed fuel and other 

:~se~t10.ls . The Club tool" th is fo mily under its ·wing and continued to quietly 
slVe it help until the fath er found a job. 

!his Christmas O/H'rotirm Tuas a fairly expensive one, but the bills were 
; et without a niurmur of fJrotest. One of the big money raisers used by the 

otar? Club u1as "Keno Under The Stars", staged on a lot owned by Louis J. Fox 
on Rl(·hmond Street (this site is 1wu1 occupied by the Federal building). The 
sp?-r!r, plug behind thi.c; /!(' nture was Ted Piclw ring, z.oho later served as a most 
efficient mayor of AmhNstburg. Long tables were set out which accommodated 
hundreds who enjovrd playina each weeh during the summertime. Ted's 
enth · · · · 0 

usiasm was transferred to many members of the club and the weef.l~y 
gatherings continued to bring money into the club coffers. In taf.ling over this 

A
rebsponsibility, the A mherstburg Rota~y Club truly lived up to its motto - Service 

ove Self 

Following the J 945 death of the Lahevieu.1 Hotel 01.oner Pete Fox, the hotel 
w · z z ·z · . as tahen over by a series of owners, each one operating at a louier .eve un.ll. l.l 
finally became a hangout - nicluwmed in latter years "Budc,et 0 ' Blood". 

One evening a river man was out cheating with the uiife of a local citi~en. 
The site for their rendezvous was the Lal-leview. The irate husband walhed mto 
the bar, revolver in hand, and shot the man dead. The body was dragg~d over 
to the south t f th b sheet throum over it while the habitues of th l.oes corner o ,e ar, a . . , . 

e bar continued to drinh. 

LAPIERRE, BENJAMIN 

Benjamin Lapierre was born m 
Arnherstburg on the 23rd of December, 1866, so~, 
of early French settlers Benjamin Lapierre d 7.t 
Alloir and Angelique Champagne dit Beaugrand. 
He was christened on Christmas Day by the pastor 
of St. John the Baptist Church in Amherstburg. 
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Bennie was one of the most unforgettable characters this t01N1 has ever 
known. He had an inventive mind that worhed l1N.>nty-four h?urs a day_ and 
was an excellent photographer. He also painted some beautiful portrmt~ of 
people and places around Amherstburg - most of u1hich u1ere ncl'er at that tune 
taken seriously enough, and the collection has since scattcre~ about. Ben 
invented an emulsion which was used to coiwr glass plates of U'l11ch most of the 
early pictures in the Amherstburg area were mad<'. He kept srrapboo_ks of many 
of his photographs, recognized by "BL" logo in the corner. Ben me was way 
ahead of his time in getting action shots of local people and places. Among t~e 
more interesting shots we enjoyed while first browsing through an album 1.n 
1934 were a dandy shot of local lads doing their fanc.v di1ies off the Murray 
Street dock, and not a bathing suit in the crowd; in ran trast, another snap 
shows two young maids and a Beau Brummel in for an aft<'rnoon dip - the gals 
looking as if they were dressed for a part.v, U'hile th<' lad seems to have forgotten 
to take off his winter undenoear; the 1894-96 dredging of the Amherstburg 
harbour; Pulford's Carriage shop in lR.96; racing on the frozen river, 1894; the 
steamer Frank E. Kirby passing downstream, 1895; shots of the Perry Leighton 
house, 1896; Father Marseilles, pastor of River Canard church, and splendid 
views of the buildings of that parish, 1895; the Thornas Mill in Anderdon, 1894; 
Lewis Wigle of Leamington leading the Leamington band down Dalhousie 
Street, 1894; the funeral procession of W. D. Balfour on August 4, 1896; the 1896 
visit of Sir Wilfred Laurier; an interesting shot of Jean Baptiste Girardin 
repairing his wooden sidewalk on Dalhousie Street, 1895; Maxime Dumont in 
hi,s fix-it shop, 1894; Moses Brantford in top hat with riding crop, mounted on 
a spirited steed, leading the Emancipation Day parade dou.m Dalhousie Street, 
either 1894 or 1896. 

Bennie was like so many residents then, a 'river rat' and he built a coal
fired steam engine for his 18-foot clinker boat. He painted this craft a yellow
brown colour and named it "The Diarrhea". 

As far as zDe knou.1 Ben Lapierre never married. In October 1911 he 
climbed into his boat and headed out into the river z.ohich was a usual thing for 
him to do. Hoz.oever, Bennie was never heard from again and it was believed 
that_ he_ had drou.med. The m~stery z.vas cleared up the following June (1912) 
when his body was found floatmg near C. A. Cuddy 's residence down the bank. 
He was survived by hi,s aged mother, one si.ster Mary Lucy (Mrs. Lemuel Parker) 
and two brothers, Maxime and George Lapierre. 

LEACOCK, STEPHEN 

The other day there z.oas a story in the Globe and Mail about the awarding 
of the Steph~n Leacock medal. This brought to mind the personal friendship 
that I had unth Dr. Leacock in his later years. · 
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Dr. Stephen f,pacoch, a well-Jm01N1 Canadian humorist, was head of the 
~chool of Economics al McGill Uninersity. While I did not have the privilege of 
emg a memba of onP of h1s classes, we became well acquainted after I 

graduated from Mc(;i ll . 

. Several tim<'s when h<' cam<' to the Windsor-Detroit area, graduates of 
McGill honoured him with a dinner. At one of these affairs at the Prince 
Edward Hotel in Windsor, uw decided to open the gallery to those who wished 
to hear him sp<'ah. Prior to the dinner a cocktail party was held in one of the 
upper rooms of the hotel. This was during the period of prohibition in Ontario. 
We thought that "Doc" Young, editor of the Windsor Star, z.oould like to meet Dr. 
Leacoch so I in Piled him to be our guest at the cocktail party and dinner. When 
he met the guest of hour, Doc said, "Dr. Leacock, did you see our front page story 
on today's Star?" It was about the noted comic addressing the Town Hall 
lectures in Detroit. The l'ight-column headline read: "LEACOCK CALLS HUEY 
LONG A SAUSAGE". Incidentally, Huey Long was Governor of Louisiana, 
whose questionable career ended in 1985 when he was assassinated. Leacock 
turned to Young and said "You 're just like Marsh and the other newspaper 
reporters. You always mis-quote speakers. I didn't say Huey Long was a 
sausage. I said I THOUGHT he was a sausage." 

At this particular dinner one of my tasks roas to see that Leacock 's coffee 
cup was amply supplied with Scotch. While he was delivering his after-dinn~r 
address I stood a bit behind him. He went along for a spell, stopped, put on his 
glas~es, picked up what appeared to be his notes, t,ook a minuie to sca.n them and 
contmued his talk From my observation point I noticed that there 1,~, fact "''.ere 
no notes. All he did 11.Jas look at the blank side of the hotel menu! Thl,s was 1ust 
a litt!e ploy that gave him breathing time to collect his thoughts. A memorable 
~venmg followed another of the McGill dinners for Stephen Leacock. This was 

eld at the Essex Golf and Country Club. 

. Malcolm Bingay was one of the outstanding newspaper editors .in th~ 
United States. For many years he headed the editorr.al staff of the Detror.t Free 
Press. Bingay's daily column on the editorial page was one t.o be t~easured. One 
Particular day he wrote a column about Stephen Leacock, 1.n whi.ch he prm.sed 
not only Leacock's economic knowkdge but also his hum.our. I cut out the article 
and sent it to Dr. Leacock at his home near Orillia, Ontario. A few days .later 
1 received a post card from Orillia that took me nearly six months to decipher 
because of the hand-writing. It was from Stephen Leacock - a thn.nk .)'OU note for 

the Bingay article. 

LIVINGSTONE CHANNEL 
· . . h f. · d Donald Dixon aboard 

As a lad in 1912 I well recall gomg lNt ·our ,nPn · · , , · 
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his father's yacht 'The Don' and leading the parade of do u 1nhound s~iJ?s:. t the 
opening of the Livingstone Channel uihich ran sou th frn111 the Ln 1.nc.s ton e 
Channel Light to the Detroit River Ligh t. ThC' .vach t uias the onC' used by C. Y. 
Dixon, head of the U.S. Engineers ' offi ce in Am h<!rstburg 

The first freighter downbound in thC' channe l 1N1s th e Wm . Li~ingstone, 
so named for the head of the Lahe Carr ic>rs' Associo t ion. The open1._ng of the 
channel was a major event in Great Lakes his tory . It provided for 1.ncreased 
traffic on the lower Detroit River uiith all do wnbound Pe s:-;els (except passe 1~ger 
ships) using the route to Lahe Erie. Upbound traffic from the Detroit River hght 
passed in the Amherstburg Channel. 

Redeepening of the WC'st 300' of the J\m hers tburg Channel from the 
Livingstone Channel ligh t to the IJc troit Riuer ligh t - the upper and mos t 
difficult part of the 800' u1ide deepening job, was aioarded to Marine 
Contractors. This was a co-operat ive group of fi. nanders from Minneapoli.s, 
whose engineers came up u1ith an uncom 1entiona l method of doing marine roork . 
A land drag line was put on a large scow Th is opera tion enabled marine 
operators to underbid the convention al marine contractors by two million 
dollars . 

Great lakes Dredge & Dock Company "Alaska'' 

The lower part of the contract was carried out by Great Lakes Dredge and 
Dach Company and Dunbar and Sullivan, while the part of the channel north 
of the Livingstone Channel light was done by the MacNamara Company. 

In the second deepening of the upper end of the Livingstone Channel, done 
in the dry, the contract zDas given to the Arundel Corporation . Two former 
passenger lin ers, the Arizona and the Indiana z.oere parked alongside the Dyhe. 
The Arizona roas used as a hotel for the men working on the dry work while the 
Indiana furnished the power. 

I remember an in~i~ent that happened 1.ohile worh z.oas being performed 
on the l?1.oe~ end of the Lwmgstone. It z.oas during a winter the river u.1as fro zen 
ov~r u.nth 1.ce when an An~herstburg man (Larmnie) dropped dead of heart 
fmlur e. Doctor E. C. Harns, the coroner, drove over the ice to the scene of the 
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d;ath. The ic1• 1ms not he1wy enough to allow an ambulance over, so they 
topped the man up bl'tll•een t1N> u•orhws in the back sea.t of Dr. Harris' car and 

r. Harns drmw bach to the mainland. up to the funeral parlour z.1.1ith the body. 

MABEL 

Douin through the y<'ars Amherstburg has been a hard-drinking town and 
any r~an or lNJman uiho couldn't handle their liquor had better not try to keep 

up w1th some of the local characters. 

d Recalling just a feu• years ago, a group of our 'sports' devised a plan to 
/al ""th some of the men who bragged about their prowess with women and 
iquor. Sitting around hat>ing a few drinks with a braggart, they would begin 
~ spin a yarn about a luscious area housewife who was not averse t,o passing out 

er favours to young gentlemen of class who visited her u1hen her husband z.oas 
out of town. Her name u.1as "Mabel". After considerable prodding the naive 
newcomer would decide to see Mabel. He was instructed that before proceeding 
to _the rendezvous, he should get a bottle of booze and other presents to take to 

thrn local [Ol1ely. 

In the meantime, the instigators u..1ent to a particular abandoned house in 
the area and left one of their group there 1.oith a shotgun. The excited hopeful 
~as taken to the house and instructed to go up to the door, knock and whisper 
Mabel, Mabel". Suddenly the door would open and standing there in the 

darkness of the doorway with a shotgun was the straight-man, who fired inW the 
~'!"and shouted "I'll Mabel you, yous-- of a bl In most cases the t>isitor quickly 

l,sappeared and never came back to town again. 

This same joke was once played on a prominent South Essex citizen uiho 
was aspiring for political honour. His visit to Amherstburg and Mabel suddenly 

ended his political career. 

MARRA, N. A. 

The late N. A. Marra, hea.d of Marra's Bread Company. was mayor 01 
Amherstburg from 1939 to 1945 as we have mentWned· in previou_s st_orws. 
During his term of office, little progress was made on the physical side m the 
Town of Amherstburg. Mr. Marra delighted in holding 'in camera' meetings of 
the town council, which acti-On was deplored by The Amherstburg !?cho. In our 
column we did not hesitate to criticize him time and time agau• (or such a 
practice, with the result that he had to discontinue this type of council me~tz~g. 
At the last one when the decision 1i1as mOOe b.v the t01m fathers to en t "" 
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f Mr Marra remarked that Amherstburg lNmld he a much hett<'r town 
pr?'thc icuet, the.disturbing influence of The Amherstburg Echo. Thanh goodness 
u.n 0 . . l z · f. ti t . ot on The Echo continued to expose anything in local mu.111c1pa 1.,e rn ll'as n 
the level! 

MARRA'S BREAD 

The Marra's Bread Company, once a thriving food industry located in the 
heart of the old town, is but a memory. The building has been wrec.Jwd and 
hauled away (1982). Plans for the de11elopment of the site haue bee_n d1.scussed, 
one of which is the creation of a heritage shopping centre wh1.ch ha.s been 
designated as the David Botsford Village. 

From a small beginning Marra 's Bread grew to be one of the largest bread 
factories in Ontario. It all began u1hen N. A. Marra came to Amherstburg and 
opened a store at Gordon, east of the railway bridge on property being used for 
the construction of Brunner Mand Canada Limited plant. When construction 
was completed, Mr. Marra purchased a grocery store in the Bruce Block, 
northeast corner of Murray and Ramsay. The business thrived. Mr. Marra l.Oas 
a restless person looking for opportunities to expand his operations. This 
resulted in him going into the bread business in a small way. Demand for his 
product grew to a point where he decided to build an addition to house a bakery. 
He found the cost of bread delivery in tou.m high so he decided to sell exclusively 
through grocery and other food outlets. His idea proved to be a gold mine. 
Demand grew and greu.J, and hi.s market expanded to a point where the company 
soon had trucks serving not only Essex county, but towns further east. 
Continued demand for Marra's Bread made it necessary to establish a depot in 
London to service trucks delivering Amherstburg-produced bread over most of 
southl.oestern Ontario. One of the company slogans u.Jas "If it's not wrapped - it's 
not Marra 's" - this when only a f eu.J companies wrapped their bread. 

Mr. Marra was a hard worl?-er, so much so that he suffered a heart attack 
which made it necessary to sell the business. The new ou.mers did not have the 
Marra touch and were unable to do the merchandising job done by Nick Marra. 
When his health improved, Mr. Marra repurchased the bread plant and ran it 
successfully until hi.s death, after z.ohich Mrs. Marra and her son Paul took over 
and successfully operated the business until it was sold to General Bakeries. 
The new company dropped the Marra 's Bread name and changed the name of 
their product to "Wonder Bread" to conform u.1ith their other factories. When 
General Bakeries built a new modern plant in London, the Amherstburg 
operation 1.oas closed. Few of the employees moved to London. 

The growth of a large bread plant in the heart of downtown Amherstburg 
z.oas both a blessing and misfortune. It supplied 1.oork for a large number of area 
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residents, mnstl:v ll 1omen, but it hlighted this part of the town for retail stores. 
As the compony rnntinued to grmc. more and more retail store sites were gobbled 
up, among ll 1hich ll 1ere Curtis Haf.:ery on Murray Street, the Gibb Seed Store on 
th'! north "'":c;;t corner of Murray and Bathurst and the Harry Kemp Garage on 
Richm01~d _Strel'!. When the WPsley United Church building on the south1.oest 
corner of R1ch mond and Murray Street was condemned and ordered demol;shed, 
the Marra company purchased this choice site for a loading dock. At one time, 
Mu~rO.\' Street between /Jalhousie and Sandwich was a prosperous business 

sect10n of the town. 

The Marra 's Bread bui !ding remained empty for several years until it was 
tallen (Wer by the tml'll for a Hoard of Worl-ls garage and headquarters. Soon it 
was found that the upheep and heating costs u1ere totally out of line. Thoughts 
were given to a nr'll' Hoard of Works building, and a site was selected on the west 
s1,de of Sandu1ich Stre('l, south of the roater pollution control plant. The carrying 
out of the plan 1<>0s not possible until after annexation when ownership of the 
s1,te came to Amherstburg. The modern and well equipped new headquarters 

was officiall.v 01Nned on June 6th, 1982. 

MARSH, AR-THUR W. (1872-1940) 

My father, Arthur W. Marsh, was a man who quietly achieved a great 
deal for his beloved Amherstburg. Born on February 11, 18'{2 on the 6th line of 
Moore Township, Lambton County, he was the son of John and Jane (Courtne.v) 
Marsh. Educated at Strathroy Collegiate Institute, he followed the teaching 
profession for several years. He taught at the Kimball School in Moore 
Township and was later principal of the Public School in Mooretoum. 

In 1897 father moved to Amherstburg and after spe:i,ding ~,year as a 
reporter for the Essex Free Press, became permanently associated unth John A. 
Auld, M.P.P. for Essex South and owner of The Amherstburg Echo. This was 

after the death of Mr. Auld 's former partner, W. D. Balfour. 

Arthur Marsh had a keen nose for neu•s and loved to travel about the 
county meeting people and writing about them. He adopted the policy that The 
Echo would print the news as it happened without fear or favour. Holdrng the 
philosophy that residents of a community should take an actwe part in 1.ts 
affairs, he sat for one year on the Amherstburg Tou>n Counnl, but gave it u.p 
when he found that being a member of that body tiRd his hands in free and open 

reporting. 
A h 11Jf h 8 .-+u,llv gzdded The Echo 

From the turn of the century rt ,ztr mars , succe ••J' • , • . . 1 nJ r.: th · H "bl +or the bzuldmg 111 ,., a 
rough some very difficult perwds. e waB responst ': 1' , · e ·a er 

of the present Echo building on Dalhousie Street. Prwr to that time th P p 
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had been located in the Sons of Temperance a on lamsa:-. · . II ll J> . , Street He worked 
many long hours to make The Echo (J szu·(·ess. 

Devoted to Amherstburg, he u1as uery a(·fuie 1.n prom . · . · · oting and 
accompUshing many things for the ZN!lfare of the commz_1.nit!, 1.ncludmg 
obtaining a large grant from Andrew Carnegie for the constructwn m 1913 of the 
Amherstburg Public Library 11•hich still stands at the southwest corner ~f 
Richmond and Sandwich str~ets. Thomas B. Rel/house donated the stone for t e 
building from the Amherstburg Stone Quarr:v. M_y father was also ins~ru1nental 
in persuading the County of Essex to pave u1hat is now known as Highway 18 
from Petrimoulx Corners to Amherstburg. 

It is a little-knoz.on fact that the late editor of The Amherstburg Echo was 
responsible for the establishment of the Rotary Club in town. In 1933, A:t~ur 
Marsh was elected president of the Canadian Weekly Newspapers Association 
at their convention in Vancouver. He learned there from speaking uiith fellow 
editors how communities across Canada had received so many benefits from the 
Rotary Club. Upon returning to Amherstburg, father contacted C. S. K. 
Robinson and an active Windsor Rotarian, who arranged that a survey of 
Amherstburg be made with respect to the establishment of a club here, which, 
in a few short months, became a reality. He was never a member of that 
organization, preferring to start the ball rolling and then stepping back out of the limelight. 

Prior to an flccident in 1982, Arthur Marsh was president of the 
Canadian Weekly Neu.Jspapers Association and the Ontario-Quebec Weeldy 
Newspapers Association at the same time. He z.oas the only man in Canada to hold such an honour. 

Unfortunately, his active and benevolent life was brought to a sudden 
conclusion 1.ohen he was 1-lilled in an automobile accident near Blenheim in 1940. 
We had gone to Woodstock to attend the Ontario Ploughing Match, and more 
specifically to see if a similar match could be arranged in connection with the 
Harrow Fair. While en route home, upon rounding the corner into Blenheim the 
Marsh car was hit by a bunch of drunks. 

The "old man" got a big kicl-l out of scooping the daily press. He often 
would say when news brohe during the night before the paper was put to bed, 
that the people were very thoughtful to hold the story until that particular time 
so The Echo could get a break . .. Ironically, death came to Arthur Marsh at 2 
a. m . ... his beloved Amherstburg Echo was the first newspaper to carry the 
story. Following through with the policy set by the boss, the Marsh family left 
the Chatham hotel shortly after my father's death in the Chatham General 
Hospital. Arriving home at 5 a.m., mother and Helen went home, z.ohile I went 
to The Echo office and wrote dad's obituary. At 8 o'clock it 1.1.Jas set on a 
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Linotyp e and bv l 0 . . which wa . . . o .m ._ it_ appeared in th e issue of The Amherstburg Echo 
s d1stn l.J uted u• 1thrn. a fe u• hours th1·ouahout th e t • · 'b • • coun y. 

McGREGOR HOUSE 

Wreck~~uembe r .'!t h:. 1982 /l'(JS" sad, sad day around the Marsh household. 
grounds o/; ,gan /rm mg do11•1,'. !h i' old red bnck residence next door, on the 
w . 01 t Ma lden. The McGregor House", previously the "Falls House" 

as earli er or . · d l , D A . ' Su . 1 upi.e "' '" n.dre111 Fi.sher when he was Medical 
M ld · 0 · en ,,unat1.c sy .um, wh1.ch was situated on the Fort penn tendcnt at th e M ld f · · A z · 

a en property from 1858 to 18 70. 

This fin e structure ioas 
~~;chased by Malcolm Mc Gregor in 

7 from the W. S. Fa lls estate and 
~mode lled into a bC'autiful home. 

h
he razing of thP buildin g u.Ja.S sad in 

t at · · 1.t h eld so manv pleasant 
memo · f · nes o the M cGregor family 
and the surrounding gardens. It had 
sto d ·d 0 l le for man.v years and upkeep 
was excessive, which necessitated its 
removal. Added to that, the site was 
needed for restoration of the southwest bastion of the old Fort. 

A Malcolm McGregor was the son. of William McGregor, once an 
mherstburg resident z.oho was member of parliament for Essex South. Malcolm 

~.as ill when he moued to Amherstburg and never regained his health. 

h

ollowing his death Mrs. McGregor carried on and hept the premises as a 

8 owplace. 

M. When the Fort Malden Management Committee was trying to develop Fort 
alden National H;.storic Parh, she offered to donate the McGregor property to 

the park if and when it got underway. Unfortunately, Franklin A. Hough, who 
owned the property between the McGregor House and the small section being 
operated under the direction of Fort Malden Management Committee, was 
a . gamst the development of the parh. 

Mrs. Malcolm McGregor (nee Eva Bartlet) u.1as very interested in the 
future of Fort Malden. During the early stages of development she held a garden 
Party for members of the Ontario and Michigan Historical Societies. This gave 
~big boost to the proposed park. Follon•ing Mrs. McGregor's. death in 1946 the 

ouse was occupied by several tenants, one being the Bro11m1.ng fami.ly, owners 
of Boblo Park. Later the residence fell on evil days, the house was sold and the 
new owner created four apartments therein. He was not able to carry out his 
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commitment and the property reverted to the McGregor estate. Some years later 
the McGregor family sold this lovely property to Nat;onal Parks for the sum of 
$20,000. 

W. S. Falls, the owner before the McGregors, had found the large site W?5 
a heavy burden for him financially. H<' rfrpe/01>ed the first residentwl 
subdivision in Amherstburg, bounrlPd by the former fort property to the nort~, 
Laird Avenue to the east, a road through the parh to the south, and Dalhous7.e 
Street. A number of lots were sold, among u1hich the first was purchased by Mr. 
Oatfield, the second bv II. Grant Duff (later sold to Blake Winters and 
eventually to myself). Arthur Marsh purchased the lot at the north end. of 
Dalhousie Street. In a feu' years a number of residences were constructed, whl.ch 
resulted in this attracth1e part of the tOTNl. 

On the Falls property u1as the old stone barrachs of Fort Malden, which 
was used as a barn. On the north side u1as constructed a handball court and to 
the west a tennis court. In front of the Falls home to the west u.ia.s the first 
Amherstburg Lawn Bowling Rink (Lau1n bowling became so popular that the 
Amherstburg Lawn Bowling Club developed a number of rinhs on the west town 
park) 

Incidentally, W. S. Falls was the son of Canon Alexander Falls, rector of 
Christ Anglican Church. He began his financial career as an executive of the 
Cuddy-Falls Bank, which in turn wa.s purchased by Molson 's Bank and in turn 
by the Banh of Montreal. 

The demolition of the McGregor House marked the passing of a wonderful 
era in Amherstburg's history. 

MENZIES HOTEL ON BOIS BLANC 

William Menzies operated a liquor store and boat livery in Amherstburg. 
In the early 1900s he purchased a few acres at the north end of Bois Blanc 
Island and opened a fine summer hotel. 

We U'ell recall as a boy having dinner at th;.s well-run inn. The view from 
the front pore~. lool-ling north was awe-inspiring. Many customers came to 
Aniherstburg vm the Sandr.vich, Windsor & Amherstburg electric railuiay. The 
street cars ended their run at the western end of Richmond Street at Dalhousie. 
It was only one half a blocl-l wall-l to the Waterworks Park, where the town doc/-?
wa.s then located. Mr. Menzies carried on a boat livery business at the doc/?- and 
ferried guests to the island resort. Unfortunately, the success of the hotel was 
short-lived. In May, 1918 Menzies sold the property at "Point Boblo" to A. P. E. 
Pan.et of Windsor. It was reported in The Amherstburg Echo of that time that 
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this z.vas "?ne of the most beautifully located ;sland resorts on the chain of lakes." 
Mr. Menz1,es retained all the furnish;,1gs, u1hich were brought to the mainland 

and sold. 

William Menzies u1as born September 9th, 1864 at Armada, Michigan, son 
of James and Alhson (Macaulay) Menz;es. In 1898 at Christ Church he married 
Isabella Oatfield, daughter of Wdliam and Jeanette (Norvell) Oatfield. In 1909 
he built a beautiful pressed brief,>, peneer residence at the north end of Dalhousie, 
next door to the home of Mrs. Peter Menzies. In 1919 he sold that home to a Mr. 
Ellenstein of Detroit, and William Menzies moved to Michigan. He operated a 
bowling alley in Detroit until being instantly killed when he alighted from a 

streetcar and was hit by a Cadillac. 

MORENCY, LEROY 

Leroy was the son of "Rags" Morency, u.1ho ran a bootlegging place on 
Richmond Street in a location east of the present Canadian Imperial Bank of 
Commerce. Leroy was a ragamuffin, and although a bit of a. devil, a likeable 
little devil and a hero in death. He lost his life when, in a homemade diving 
suit, he was searching the bottom of the Detroit River at the end of Murray 
Street for the car of a young Amherstburg woman u~ho had disappeared some 
months before. At the time of her disappearance t~e rwer .had been d.ragged ?ut 
no evidence of the automobile existed. One evening, Leroy was having a drink 
or two in the Lakeview Hotel with the girl's father. They felt ver.Y strongly that 
she was somewhere in the river and had driven off the end of Murray Street. 
Leroy decided he would go down himself and sem:ch. s.ure enough, he came .up 
once and shouted that he spotted the vehicle and it was 1ust past where draggmg 
operat

1
"ons h db · d t some 1nonths be'ore. Leroy u.1ent back down . , a een carrie ou · 1• • • . 

·. somethz" t "th h ·s gear his body was found by dwers, lying ,ng wen uirong un . .1. · · · · ·" · · 
on the bottom of the river on which he grew up. . 

MULLEN, JOHN G. 

(Reprinted from The Amherstburg Echo, March 19• 1942) 
,, . l k uias placed on the door of t~e office of 

th M 
One day thl,s weeh a large pad oc ( t 81·ae of Dalhousie between 

.e ull c · A h stburg wes • · · Rich en oal Company 1.n . m er . ' of that lock an era passed . .. for 
th· mond and Murray) and unth the pla.cU .g ·zd· g since 1892 and never has 

is well k h d · d that bUl· ui , it be · nown company a . ocrztp1.P · · ked. The lock u•a.< not placed to 
en known for the door to hm1e been Zoe - b moved to a temporary 

Protect th d , these hm1e een · h , off" e recor .s of the compan) as · h,. to prei•ent acc1.dent.s, as t < 
l,ce over the Ban}?- of Montreal. It uias put t .t 1 e 
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ffoor had been torn up and a new seu1er was in the pro~ess of being_ dug, l~e fi~~t 
steps in the complete renovation of this building 1~ 1 h1~h ot on~ tune 1N1.o..; a fue 
hall - municipal building - Frank Carroll's Stat10nery Store and Perry 
Leighton's Real Estate Office. 

It i.s not about the hi.story of this particular building that u1e ore interested 
- but that of the life of a young Irishman u1l10 came to Amhcrstburg as a .voung 
man, built himself a fortune and left for his lu 10 sons to operate the largest 
independent steamboat fuel docl-l on th<' Great f.,akes. 

Ever since the Mullen Company moped into that building in 1892 the door 
was never loci-led. It i.s said that th<> la tr Mr. Mullen too/-( the large key down to 
the river, threu.J it in and remarl-led, "What the hell do u 1e u1ant a key for?" T~e 
Mullen office was more than the head office of a large company - it was a socwl 
centre for marine men. All down through the years the gathering place for the 
male friends of the Mullen famil:v at an:v hour of the day or night, it wa.s often 
referred to as the night police office as the officers of the local, Provincial and 
R.C.M.P. used the phone in this office during the u1ee small hours of the 
morning. 

In spite of the fact that the late John G. Mullen died in March, 1930, his 
personality for many years dominated this uiell-hnown business. His l.oas a 
kindly nature - he had high ideals in business, l.oas philanthropic and doum 
through the years hi.s name, hi.s deeds and his cheery greeting were not forgotten. 
His two sons followed in the footsteps of their father. 

The late Mr. Mullen l.oas born in the village of Westport, County Mayo, 
Ireland, and came to the United States when he 1.oas only a youngster. As a 
young man he entered business first as a clerk in a flour and feed store - later 
with Cross-Payne Oil Company and then with J. K. White, coal dock operator. 
The business alertness of the young man attracted the attention of Mr. White's 
competitors - the firm of McDowell, Caul and Brett - lDho z.oere doing a 
considerable business at Amherstburg, their only Canadian branch. The firm 
offered Mr. Mullen the management of the branch at "Malden" at a nominal 
salary, with the understanding that he would be entitled to one-half the profits 
ouer that salary - the second year he received more in bonus than his salary. 

From the day in March, 1878, until his death in March, 1930, the late 
John G. Mullen z.oas a dominant figure in the steamboat fuel business on the 
Great Lakes ... Two years after coming to Amherstburg he bought the company 
out and operated along until 1891 when the late Captain W. H. Oatfield became 
a.ssociated with him and wa.s in the company until 189.~ when the Cuddy, 
Mullen Company wa.s organized with docks at Cleveland, Amherstburg and 
Sandwich. Their purpose in forming thi.s was to supply James J. Hill - the 
railrorul. builder - with coal for his boats and cargoes of coal for the northwest. 
Th1.s wa.s the largest coal contract e11er given to one company at that time -
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aggregating ROO, 000 tons. In 1905 this company was sold out to the Pittsburg 
Coal Compan:v and Mr. Mullen remained in Amherstburg in charge of that 
comp?ny's business. In J.<)]0 he organized the Mullen Coal Company and 
remamed at its head until his death. 

fv!r. Mullen lou<'d to play cards and ever since his company took 
f0s~ess1on of their present office there was a room upstairs designated as the 
social hall' u1here his friends could enjoy a friendly game of cards. Thi.s game 
went on for over 69 years and as the years u.JOuld pass old-timers would drop out 
and new faces would talle their places. Among the best known of the 'old gang' 
were Martin Mullen, Ste11e Pettypiece, W. M. MacEvoy, Fred I. R. Tulip, Captain 
A: C. Callam, Eduiard Crimmins, Captain Ingersol, Charles Hart, Dr. 0. Teeter, 
Jun Hart, Captain Hachett and Captain David Girardin - most of whom have 
gone to their last reuiard. The last game wa.s played there on a Thursday 
evening in 1942 and it was with heavy hearts that the regulars realized that 

they'd raised their last ante. 

As mentioned above, the Mullen Coal Company was carried on under the 
same ideals as fallowed by the founder u.Jho was a man of great simplicity of life 
and conduct - broadminded - frank in hi.s opinion and very industrious. J. 
Norval Mullen assumed the presidency on the death of his father. J. Macomb 
Mullen, vice-president and Fred J. Maloney, Secretary-Treasurer. With the 
opening of navigation in 1942 the Mullen family entered their 70th season of 

operation of a steam boat fuel business." 

BILL MURDOCH - 1984 

A public servant in every sense of the word in the person of William 
Murdoch dWd recently. Mr. Murdoch represent.ed Essex South in the provincial 
legislature for many years. He entered public service whil~ a resident ?f 
Harrow. He became a member of the town council there and firs~ t?ok PC:rt m 
provincial politics in 1943 when he defeated Charles Fletcher, sittmg Liberal. 
member. Entering the Hou~e he was appointed Conservative Whi/1 .and several 
years later Speaker of the House. Bill served the province C!nd riding z.oell. 

During a good part of his political career Bill lived in Harrow, la.ter 
moving to ~herstburg when he purchased the Lee Stanley house, La_frd Avenu: 
N_orth. While in Amherstburg he took a keen mterest in the actwiti.es on th 
river and became an authority on lakers and salties. 

Two special services he performed in the interest of .Amherstburg 
taxpayers come to mind. The first, when he .convinced .the O~.tarw govern"::e~.t 
to cancel a large debt owed by the town m connection unth the Sandu 7c ' 

Windsor and Amherstburg R~ilway. The second was his warning Mayor 
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P . k · g that the plans for the federal-prouinciol housing dc11<.'lopm<.'nl could 
1.C erm · d tacted S be dumped by the feds. Mayor Picl?-ering sprang in to act10n an. con_ · . · 

Murray Clark, M. P., Essex South, who specdi l:v correctPd the s1 tuatl~n. Th1,s 
eventually resulted in a large housing deuelopment in thc northeast sect1011 of the 
town. 

Mr. Murdoch u.1as an ablP representatiue and u1ell rPspectPd th:oughout 
the riding. We recall one year wh<!n hoth federal and pr011incial <!lect10ns_ were 
held within a week. William Murdoch, Conspn1atiue, u1as returned to offwe by 
a large majority, while S. Murray Clarh. Lib<?ral, receiPed thc same _from the 
electors. Both Mr. Murdoch and Mr. Clarh lived in flarrou 1 at that tune. 

"JAKE McLEAN" - November, 1983 

£Q2SJ: 

A tradition for man:v years will be carried out on Monday when the 
annual municipal dinner u1ill he held in the Harrou1 Municipal building. This 
u.1ill be an occasion for elected and appointed officials to get together, have a few 
drinl?-S, enjoy a countr:v style dinner and listen to a lot of oratory, much of which 
doesn't mean anything. It giues local politicians an opportunity to be recognized. 
Most important speahen; will be those u1ho strive for the 1984 county 
warden.ship. This year the TD Banh u1ill pick up the tab for the drinks. In 
many cases local municipa.l councils purchase tichets for their official 
representatii1es. 

Th is affair started years ago shortly after the late J. K. McLean ended his 
term as warden of the county. At that time the Harrow and Colchester South 
councils held a yearly dinner. Mr. McLean and the late Howard Heaton, then 
mayor of Harrow, thought it would be a good idea to expand the dinner and 
include members of the county council and other local politicians. The annual 
dinner roas a success from the start. Both Jahe McLean and Houiard Heaton 
have long gone to their spot in the shy but the tradition they started is still being 
carried on in a big way. 

Not only do the local politicians get an opportunity to hear from the 
count:v u>arden aspirants, but also frorn other county VI.P. 's. The pre-dinner 
reception and the euchre games that follow the meal are tops in the minds of 
man)'. It reall.v amounts to a day of fellowship and a lot of hot air. 

McNALLY, A. W. (1891-1934) 

Arthur Watson McNally was born nPar Wall?-erton, Bruce County, 
Ontario, one of the four children born to W. d. and Helen (Flett) McNall.Y. I-le 
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was ab "ll. n mnt scholar f" · ; · · not allowed to n11t • l r . . 1111s _11ng high school at such an early age that he was 
• l ,,, 11 111ers1tv N t 1 1 ·z · · · year 1.n a u'all t · · · 0 0 Jc eas1 v d1.scmtraged he uio1·ked "or a 

B 
vv1 .. 'l<'r on h . rr I . . ' . . . I' 

ef ore that yea,. ,, 11 d,,,~11 ':" ',''" 11 '," ''' s I 11 dying shorthand in his spare timP. 
entered Que<'n, l l . h_, " as 11 01 Inn g as a court stenographer. When he 

s n 111ers1 tv th' r 11 . academics 
011

d · · l 1° 0 "' 111g autumn, he continued to excel in 
n · upon grad t · r J h . . · . ,·anama Canal b . '.. . ua 1111{ ,011111 t .at he had ll'On a free trip to the 

.\ " 1 illng an outstanding thesis. 

d 
As a :voung man Arthur M ·N 11 t /, . . . . . an attained th . , . < a Y oo' an actwe 1.nterest in the nu.lr.tary 

across Canad ';"'""of Capta111 of the Bruce County Militia. While on a trip 
August 

1914 
la -"' rece11wd th•• m•1l'S that a World War "had broken out and in 

• ' • ' )(' 111 g l 1 . . in the 7th I . h near v<mcouver, en/lsted there under Colonel John Warden 
Lieutenant ~18 1 Fusill<'rs. Anxious to get overseas, he reverted to the rank of 
lls • nc sau1 sen11ce fr th b . . f h b . J.v1a1or 

1
,,h,·l h om e egmnmg o t at war, emg promoted to 
• . e on t e ti . , .d . sent to Engl d · 0 "'' '' <'. He was wounded m December, 1915 a.nd was 

Major Mc N~~ and_ la le do Canada_ for reco1•ery. While re~uperating at home, 
time ma . d Y ass1Sted 111 the rm.sing of the Bruce Battalion. He also at that 

· · rne v; W General H . era esley of Walilerton, a graduate nurSt from the Toronto 

· osp1.tal. 

Where sh ' " en mcNally returned overseas, his wife also went to England In 1916 1h u 
at the ti:.e"~:iled in field hospitals. As there were so many officers in England 
on active d agam reverted to the ranil of Lieutenant so that he could get back 
the rank o{ty. For the second time he won promotion on the fi.ell) and attai_ned 
made th . Ma1or. He was at the head of his company when the Canadians 
1919 w:." tn.umphant entry into Germany, where he remained until April, 

' en he came home. 

in w
1
· U.dpon his return to Canada, McNally entered the tau• office of Ellis & Ellis 
,n sor · · · Partnersh. ' _remammg there for six months, after u•hich he went mto 

PUrchllS ~P with W S. Haney of Sarnia. In 1.928 he came to Amherstburg and 
Part in ~h the la_w office ?f Wm. C. ~nch. From the beginning he t?ok an actn•e 
deep e affm.rs of th1.s com.mun1.ty. Ma1·or McNally was a facile speaker, a 

reader h d · · · · t · f his life H ' a a splendid vocabulary and breathed culture 1.11. every ac 1.on o 
their A ." had a great love for his fellow veterans and arranged every year for 
his schr~nisti.ce Program. He interested himself in municipal life and ~mployed 
Rose Ilz~rly talents as a local historian, museum director, the orgamzatwn of 
citizen: cemetery board and was generally one of Amherstburg'~ most useful 
shock d It was genera.Uy conceded that if he had not been a. ,,.ctun of shell 
McNall un.ng World War I, he would have gone into public life. In 1.9.11 
PDsiti Y WllS elected as Amherstburg's Deputy-Reei>e, served one year m that 

.on and then maintained a seat on Council ever)' year thereafter. 

hi"sto _When he came to Amherstburg in J 928 the old touin bragged about its 
· nc b /, h · I "t Wh · ac •ground but not much had been done to preserve t .1s 1-eri age. 

en tourists came, there was no place to send them as all the h~<toric property 
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had fallen into priuatc: hands a.nd th c: ou1nNs d id no t l i> ~ lcnmr sightseers. 
McNallv saui th c: need of deiwloping thi.c; ph ase of the cnm nwn1 tY and form ~d th.e 
Amhcr~tburg His toric Sites and Monum rnl ('nm mi ttee an d star t('d a n h1ston~ 
collection i.n the A mh erstburg Public Lihrar\' . It happened tlint th e Webbe7 

property on which the northwest bastion stands 1N1s mortgaged to th(' Cleueland
Cliffs Iron and Coa l Comp any of Cle1J(' land. The tuxes had li<'<'ll a llou>ed lo .lapse 
and property u>as coming up a t a tax so le . I fr went to the h ead off1 cc: of 
Cleveland- Cliffs and persuaded them not to rerler m the fJl'OfJcr ty, th en rnad e 
local citizens aware that th is proprr t.v sh ould br hid in hy th e town and 
developed into a Nation al His toric Par /,', fo r 1uh ich he hod the suppor t of th e 
Mayor and all but two council rnembers. T he res t i.s history, told in detail in the 
Fort Malden Management Comm ittee s tor.v. Unfortun a tr ly, M ajor A . W. 
Mc Nally di.rd before the devr lopm en l of h is id ea beca m (' a reality. He was 
buried a t Rose Hill Cenietery u1i th fu ll military honours on a ve ry hot Sunday 
afternoon, June 24th, 1 .934. 

Following the serui.ce a t th r la te res idence of Major McNally on Fort 
Malden Drive, the funeral cortegr . led by Dr. g n. Hutchi.nson and Cha rles 
Webb of the Fort Malden Branch of the Canad ian Leg ion and the Essex Scottish 
Band proceeded a t a solemn dead march to Chr is t Church , Ramsay Stree t. 
Following the band were u1ar 11eterans in th eir peace-ti.me uniforms, the General 
Amherst High S chool Cadets and the A mh erstburg Town Council. The firing 
squad from the Essex S cotti.sh, u1ith arms reversed, immediately preceded the 
gun carriage on which was the flag-draped cashet of Major McNally . Glen 
(Rubber) Hamilton was in comm.a nd of the horses and seated on the gun 
carriage were ve terans Keith Cornwa ll and Alex K. Duff. Follou.1ing the cashet 
was the Major's horse. It bore no ga llant soldier; it felt no spurring touch; but 
bore a riderless saddle, with boots reversed i.n the stirrups. 

Glen a.nd Laura Updihe Hamilton had been married a short time before 
McNally's death and were living with his parents in the old Hmnilton place at 
the corner of Ramsay and Gore. On the day of the funeral, Grandma Hamilton 
filled a large canning hettle u1i.th ice and l.oater, with which they refreshed the 
Essex Scottish Band a.nd the rest of the funeral cortege as it passed by the corner 
of Ramsay and Gore Streets. 
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A. W. McNALLY LETTER 

Cnpv of l tt · f. ~mherstbi;rg One e.' 10111 A. W. McNa.lly addressed to John A. Marsh, 
June 14th ] 9 ta110 , 11'1 ih I he n ola trnn i.n the hand-writing of John A. Marsh: 

morning. " rivri ;; 4· /,e ttrr rcccwed th1.s morning. "Mac" died in N Y. yesterday 
New Yorh c·t ·) r> n on the statwnery of the Hotel Delano, 108 West 43rd Street 

1. y . . ' 

"J h ~ n A. Marsh 
mherstburg, 0 n tario. 

Well Joh1 Old M I · what you he . · 
1
· · an, want you always to thmk well of me, no matter 

to promote t~:·. You at least /mow that, I have always been imbued with a desire 
to expla.in wh interests of the people and the commun1.ty. I am not going to try 
You would n at I am do mg · perhaps you 111ouldn 't understand and if you did, 

.at approve anyway. 

w· of carr ith startling suddenness there had deueloped on you the responsibility 
Associ ~mg on the work of the Amherstburg Historical Sites a.nd Museum southe~1;0;· Do not let what I ha1•e done so fa.r be in a lost cause like that of the 
and get th onfederacy, although they were wrong hke me - perhaps.· Pay the b1.lls 
{freat 

1

, ," s1.gns up and carry on. You will have to giue it much time but your 
'or ' i.s education and publicity . to stir the imagination. and interest. 

if she ~have tried to suggest a prouision. in my will that mY wife might follow 
this d oes not have to make other arrangements for her 011•n maintenance. In 
that thoc~ment my second and third alternatiues were prepa.red 11iith the idea 
Fort ;Jal~hool_Boards would never miploY anyone who did no.t appreciate the 
idea of en sT.te, 1.ts associations, a.nd would encourage pubb.c interest. The 
occupy course was subject to the right of m.V people and my 11•ife's people to 
Cleve/ it, before the trust became effectiue. No11• just one th1.ng more. ln 

and on June 6th I spent nearly tll'O hours 11•ith Mr. Mather a.nd Mr. Heer 
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f h Cl l d Cli'f Iron Company u1ho are practically mortgagees m o t .e _, eve an , ·1 J · , 
/ 

z · / t · 
11 

d Mr 
ossession of the Webber properties. I went 011er the ll' 10 e s 1 ua ion a · 

~eer is coming m1er to Amherstburg to looh into the matter personally. My 
sugge;tion w~.s that they redeem all but.100 feet u1hich u1ill include the trenches. 
This would require the town to apportwn the arrears. 

Then at the Elliott place I urged the setting asid<' of :WO_' x :iOO' .. Both of 
them seemed sympathetic and some arrangement can be arnued at if you go 
after it properly. 

Good hy<' Old Friend. 
(signed) A. W. McNolly. 

Treat Heer well, he wa.s hind to me." 

P.S. "If you do these things I can feel that 111)' life has not been in uain. 'J!3ztt 
John you will be much bett<'r equipped if you u1ould talw this trip or sinular 
trips to see what the other fellou 1 is doing and the publicity methods adopted. 
Then there must be some real research worh continually carried on to add to the 
accumulation of valuable and accurate facts. 

I urge upon P. M. Mullen, Cuthbert, Geo. ~Jones, Father Perdue, and the 
Legion through De11ere Thrasher to gilw you eiwry assistance. You can count 
upon the la.dies because I notice the initiative throughout Virginia in 
preservation and restoration has usually been taken by their organization." 

McQUEEN, CAPTAIN J. EARL 

There have been many stories told about "Cap" McQueen, but this is one 
he told me himself. He and Val Clare, a CKLW Radio nerosm.an and Pete Fox, 
proprietor of the Lalle11iew Hotel, u1ere having a drinking session one night in the 
bar-room. Th<>y loclled all the doors and were having a great old time when a 
Jmocl~ came at the door. Opening it was a furious Mrs. Fox. She tooh a look at 
P<>te and hem1ed a beer bottle at him. "You 're pitching a little lou1 tonight, 
Susie", u1as P<>te 's retort. Time passed and an argument en.sued as to their 
prowess u1ith a rifle. Pete pulled a .22 from under the bar; Val Clare put a salt 
cPllar on his own head, and Cap McQueen shot it off. 

Suddenly th<>y realized it wm; tu 1ent:v minutes of eleven a.nd Val had to be 
on th,, air at eleven. Cap McQueen and Val climbed in.to McQueen 's large Buick, 
raced to Windsor, and Va.l b<>ga.n his <'leuen o 'clocll news broadcast right on 
tim.e! 
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This tole is about the grou nding of th(' salty Facto on the east side of the 
Amherstburg Channe l. Captoin Md/llee n was living aboard his yacht, the 
"Shellie", u1h ich u1as nwored ot the do('/" in front of hi.s house at Dalhousie Street 
South . OnP m orn ing at fou r o'clorl" his bedside telephone rang and it was the 
Sl?.ippc>r of lhP salty. He said that h is ship had run aground near Amherstburg 
and aslled "Cap " to send m1t o lug "Cap " got up, loohed out the porthole, and 
there was the Facto se1wra l fr>et from his yacht. In subsequent days it tooh five 
tugs to releose her. 

"Cap " McQu('en 1011ed publicity and was a natural for stories. He brought 
a lot of attention to Amher::;t burg through his exploits. With all his flarnboyant 
exterior, he real~y had quite an inferiority romp lex, a fact z.ohich few people ever 
!mew. Cap was a man u 1ho dra.nh a bottle of V 0. ever)' night. For many years 
he could hold it, but in h i.s later years, it shoz.oed. At one period in his life he got 
mixed up with the Mora l Re-armament Movement ai?.d for a. time it loohed lihe 
these high-pressure evangelists would get hold of not only his mind, but his 
money as u1el/. Fortunately, he saw Toh.at was happening in time to avoid 
disas ter. This g roup would come doz1.1n day after day and give him the worl?.s. 
Finally he decided to get rid of them once and for all. One Sunday afternoon 
aboard the She llie, we were sitting around tall-ling z.ohen these people drove up 
in their car. We tooh bottles of liquor from the galley, put them on the table and 
made out that we roere drunk. When they came aboard and saw the scene we 
Portrayed, they left and never returned! 

Aboard the "Sheltie" - Left to right: H. Aldrich, 
B. Thompson, J. Marsh, - Sonley, A. Jackson, 

o. Hamilton, "Cap" McOueen and L. Pettypiece 

T · u r , ,,. ·/,• · th,., ; "'(' o rt Kingsuille. In he sniall freighter, ~James rratl, u1as s uc \. m " '"' Ii 

th d · · t · J z ·ro'fJler'> and all sorts of ose ays before sh1p-to-shore rom11u1111ca wn, 1(' .1 • · 
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' "C " rescue machines, z.oord came that supplies u1ere running low ~n the Y\tatt." ap 
McQueen organized a rescue operation consisting of a large l~fehoat on 1 unne';;,, 
filled with food and other supplies, to be hauled ou~ ewer the l<:e lo the Watt. 1 
was standing in a shed, directing the operat10ns, U'e<irrng ~ fe~ora. his 
photographer from the Detroit News was there. I le suggested that Cap lead 

0 
· th ttempt "Cap"grabbed a fur cap and u1ent out, took hold f men m e rescue a · . h {; ont 

the lead line, and the next day an eight column picture appeared on t e r 
page of the News. There was "Cap" leading his men to the rescue · · ·. :tose~ 
scrutiny showed that he was wearing a pair of spats. Ile was really k1,dde 
about thi,s one! 

NOMINATION MEETINGS AND ELECTIONS 

In this year - 1982 - it is difficult to get high l.v-taxed citizens to take an 
interest in the selection of members for local gm1ernment. Probably one of the 
reasons for this is that the members now sit for a period of two years and the old 
plan of holding annual nomination meetings has been done away with, this on 
the pretext that the operation of local govern men ts be streamlined. The net 
result is that little improvement has been made and interest in local government 
has waned. 

The nomination meetings each year attracted fairly good crowds and in 
their fervour to be elected some of the candidates made statements z.ohich they 
later regretted. During the formation period of Unions in Amherstburg, Fred 
Lukes, a very competent member of local government and a strong union man, 
made a pitch for the support of labour. In his fervour he stated that he was a 
communist which resulted in Mr. Lukes' defeat that year. 

At the nomination meeting financial statements were presented to the 
ratepayers and the toum fathers had the opportunity to explain why certain 
expenditures z.vere made. At the present time local citizens get little information 
about the finances of the community until the middle of the follm.oing year when 
the auditor's report is published. 

The tu.Jo-year system is fairly good - however, it works against good 
municipal government in that some members forget that they have an obligation 
to serve in the best interest of the electors. 

ODDS 'NENDS 

J. 'Nig' Clarl-l, z.vho lived in Anderdon. Toumship, z.oas a descendant of an 
Indian family living on. the Huron Reserve. Clarh was the only local boy u.Jho 
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ever made it in big time baseball. 'Nig' 11•as born at Hell's Corners (Texas Road ~nd 3;d Concr•ssion). He was a star catcher with the Cleveland team in -the 
men.can L<'ague called th<' Cleiwland Naps for reason that the manager was 

M 
0 

eon a1011>, " former second baseman. He made all the plays look easy. 
Nap l L · · 

ore about him in another star)'· 

Another local connection wi.th the Naps was Lee Stanley, who covered 
sports for a Cleveland paper. Later he became an internationally famous 
cartoonist. ll is daily strip 'Old Home Toum' appeared in over 400 Hearst 
f:'pers: f,ee liPed on the ,,,est side of Laird Avenue, north of Alma. This former 

ome 1.s no11• (1.n 198.1) occupied by the Wm. Murdoch family. Lee had a studio 

0~ the east side of his ho11s1•. While living in Amherstburg, he took exceptfon to 
the coal pile located in front of what i.s now the beautiful Navy Yard Park. In 
t e Marsh Papers 11•e have the original copy of a cartoon he drew in connectfon 

unth his di.slike of this eyesore. 

During the war when labour was very scarce, there was a Windsor print.er 
who was robbing employees from weekly newspapers. He came to our plant to 
steal a linotype operator. The operator came to me and said that he wanted to 
stay with The Echo and resented the pressure put on him by this Windsor 
printer. When thi.s print.er'• att.empts failed to move our operator, he blamed me 
and wrote me a letter in whi.ch he belittled me and said that I was hat.ed by the 
Windsor printers, I didn't have any brains, and should be out of business. 

I kept hi.s letter in my files for years and every time I reached a point 
where I thought I was somebody, I would read the letter and soon get back to 

earth. 
. In our 'With the Tide' column of The Amherstburg_ E~ho we never 

hesit.ated to criticize when we thought that criticism was 1us.tifi.ed. In one 
particular case we objected to the manner in which a parti.cular reeve of 
Amherstburg was conducting hi.s position as the Reeve of the town, for which we 

publicly chastised him. 
Th 

k 
·ng when we were in the 

e upshot of this happened at 6 o 'cloc one morn• 
oThffice writing last minute material for The Echo to be published at. tehn.o' hclocdk. e d b · h ;r 1,,1'th a paper in is an · 
,, oar urst open and the reeve came into t e 011 ice • · . . . I 
I hate to give you this" he said and handed us a Not1.ce of Liable suit. kt sdo h ' · ' t y We than e 

h
appened that at the point we were desperat.e for a front-pages 

0~ ·bl ·t t im .r. . . . . d d f;ront-page ha e sw s ory. 

T ',or coming to our rescue in giving us a an Y 
hat s all part of the game in running a weekly newspaper. 

. . ld boys' reunion of former 

The time is ripe to begin thmking about an ° 
OLD BOYS' REUNION 
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Amherstburg, Anderdon, an~ Malden resich~n ls . . In the last f(~H' .):ears there ~~~e 
been so many changes and 1.mprovem<'nls 111 tl11s area that 1! u ould be a f 
fun to show these off to former residen ls. 

· J l l · J 9 ·n The inspiration The la.c;t successful old bo.vs reu 111011 u1as 1e r 111 • o) .). · ~ 
for this event was furnished by Elmer Tansey, an Amherstburg res1.~ent and 
executive of Detroit Edison. A strong con~mittee mT~nge~ and earned out.:z 
program of fun and reunion of former fnends. A J11ghhght was the specT. 
church services. A few suggestions i 11 elude the reu 11 ion of former students of 
General Amherst and St. Rose High Schools, former employees of Allied, Calvert 
and Boblo. This is just a tichler. It gives some food for thought. A strong 
committee could successfull:v swing such an e11en t. 

The committee for th<> 1.985 reunion os mentioned, was sparked by Elmer 
Tansey, chairman; Ben Shillington, general chairman.; F. C. B. Falls, treasurer; 
A. W. Marsh, program; George .Jones, decorations; William H. Timmis, sports; 
William Currie, dinner and concessions. Included in the two-day program were 
river rides, band concerts and street dancing. Reporting the reunion an Echo 
headline read: "Hearty laughter resounds as former residents recall incidents 
of yesterday." 

DR. W. FRED PAllK (1871-1936) 

Dr. Fred Par/?- devoted many yea.rs of his life in Amherstburg to public 
sen1ice. In spite of a i1ery large and active medical practice he found time to 
guide the t01N1 for nineteen years as mayor and three as a me1nber of the town 
council. He sen 1ed as mayor from 1911 to 1915 and was defeated in the next 
election by John A. Auld, <>ditor of The Amherstburg Echo. Staging a come-bac/?
in 1918 he sen1ed with distinction until 1980. In 1980 and '31 Dr. Par Ii served 
on town council, being elected ma)•or again in 1982. Two years later he suffered 
his first heart attacl~. · 

Dr. Parh came to Amherstburg in. 1899, six years after he had opened a 
practice in llmTm''· coming from Chatham. He covered his long route on foot, 
horsebac/?,, bic:vcle ond motorcycle, tending his patients whether or not they had 
the u1h<'reu1ithal to pay the bill. He was active in promoting Amherstburg and 
was in demand as a public spealler, many times as an impromptu speaker. Doc 
C'onfided to us that he nc>P<'r 1N'n t to a function uihere he might be called upon 
to speall, that he didn't prepare a feui words ahead of the event . . . just in case. 

Around 1.9/R-l.9 SolPo:v Process Company announced that they would 
build a soda ash plant at the north ('nd of Amherstburg. This decision u. 1as 
made after checldng mwr re . .,ults of the suruev made bv the late Rev. Thomas 
Naftr('s,., in connection u1ith the large limestone.deposits ~nd the proximity of an 
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unlimited supply of salt. (Rev. Nattress u1as a very knowledgeable geologi.st.) As 
a result Brunner Mond Canada Lim; ted was established. 

Dr. Parh _ u1as mayor during the critical period from 1918 to the end of 
1929. He u1as mstrumental in having Brunner Mond build a purified u.1ater 
pla_nt large enough to serve both the company and the Town of Amherstburg. 
Prwr to the arrival of purified water, there was an epidemic of typhoid fever 
every spring, which resulted in many deaths. Dr. Park was also plant doctor for 
Brunner Mond and loohed aftff the company hospital which was located at the 
northu 1est section of the property on No. 18 Highway. 

He was actiue too in the promotion of Amherstburg's first automobile 
plant - the Two-In-One Automobile Company - u.1hich produced the ''Amherst 
40". Few cars came off the assembly line before the plant closed. The designers 
of this vehicle were many years ahead of their time. It u.1as so constructed that 
the rear end of the touring car including the seats could be lifted off and the 
vehicle converted into a pickup. Dr. Park purchased the first car which he drove 
for many years. He later build his own ''Amherst 40" with parts manufactured 

at the factory. 

Dr. Fred Park was always a gentleman, but he didn't stand for monkey 
business and had a sometimes explosive temper. We remember fondly his 
consideration when I was a young reporter. In spite of the fact that he was a 
strong Conservative and one of the owners of The Echo (ejohn A. Auld) was a 
strong Liberal, Dr. Park never allowed politics to colour his kindness to us when 
I joined my father in the business following Auld's death .. He realized the 
importance of local coverage of Council, di.scouraged closed sessions and alu.1ays 
insisted that the Echo reporter be present at all meetings. 

Dr. Park, along with the late Arthur W. Marsh, was involved in the 
construction of the Amherstburg Public Library in J.911. at the corner of 
Sandu.1ich and Richmond Streets. His portrait hung there for many years. 
Although Amherstburg saw little actual growth in those post.war and pre· 
depression years what progress there was, was due to Dr. Fred Park. 

PARK HOUSE MUSEUM. November, 1983 

. It does not seem possible but the tenth anniversary of the opening of the 
historic Park House Museum was recently held m the form of an Open House. 
The Park 1J ·g· lly stood on the west side of Dalhous1,e Street south of the 

n.ouse on ma . · D ·t b t 1796 
Gordon House. Tradition tells us the house was burlt in_ etroi a ou · · 
Three years later it was moved to Amherstburg by. a loyalist who preferr~d ;~! 
to leave his new house for the Americans after the sigm.ng of the Jay TreaJ( ; 
house was dismantled, the logs numbered and floated down the Detro1.t wer o 



Amherstburg. Here it was re-erected on Lot N o. 1 A on Fi r.<>t St reet . It st?od on 
this site until 1972 when the owner, Zarlw Vu rin ic, de('f ded to demol ish the 
structure to malie room for a nwtel. 

At that time a coni mittee of the A mh erst lm rg No ta ry Cluh recom m ended 
Rotary purchase the building and move it to thr Wa teruiorks Park (later ~~e 
King's Navy Yard Park). The club bached the com n11 tl<?e headed by llaze n P11.ce 
and a deal was made with Vucin ic. The hu i !ding 1N1s mo Ped north up 
Dalhousie Street, a foundation la id and /Jl"epared fo r a 111 11 se111n. to be opera ted 
by The Amherstburg Historic S ites Assorial ion . In the fi rst few years, 
recognition of the museum was s lo11 1• llou1('ll(' r, it. soon go t off the §!round and 
n01.o it is one of the town's main oltractions. Man y srhool chT.ldren from 
Ontario, Michigan, Ohio and Illi nois rome to A m herstburg lo vis it tl~e Park 
House . Area citizens take g reat pride in tailing th r ir 11 is ilors to Ul,eW the 
collection and see the activity at th e centre. 

r: 
\ 

A sp inoff a t the Park 
llouse was the form a tion of 
the Parh House Tins m iths, 
manufacturers of and 
dea lers in all k inds of 
reproduction tinioare. The 
tinware is produced by a 
small number of interested 
ci tizens u.1ho m ee t ea.ch 
Monday evening to create 
their works. Their 
products are recognized by 

collectors and dealers. The group has filled orders from Fort Malden, Fort 
George and some dealers in the United States. A collection of their wares is on 
display at the Park House and the sale of these items produces income to help 
finance the operation. 

Incidentally, the Washington Hand press that put out the first edition of 
The Amherstburg Echo in 1874 was given to the Parh House by Echo 
management. It is located in the Pensioners' Cottage 1.oest of the mai;,,, building 
and on special occasions it is put into operation. 

The other day we z.oere in the Park House when two couples from a large 
Michigan town were visiting. They were astounded at this restoration as well 
as the beautiful King's Navy Yard Park. "Wish we had the interest in our 
community as in Amherstburg," the man said. We could not help but think some 
town residents do not realize the many assets this town enjoys. Thank goodness 
the majority do! 
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PARK HOUSE TINSMITHS - June, 1984 

. T~e Pa r/.c Ho use 6n sm iths arc rapidly gauung a national and 
mterna t1:on al reputation. This is shmN1 by the orders for items from Canadian 
~:d UnT. t~d . S tates points. Recen t.l.'· a large order of tinware items was sent to 

e UJamn wn Cu ltural Centre 1 n Edmonton, Alberta. An order has been 
received from Fort Western M useum in Main. A large order is being filled for 
Fort Malden Na tional H istorfr· Parh. The other Sunday a buyer from Toronto 
called in at th e Parh House and p lzmhed down his cheque to pay for ite11is which 
he piched up in the neighbourh ood of three hundred dollars. 

Th is in crease in sa les of tinware could not have been accomplished 
without the worh and th e dedication of volunteer tinsmiths. They meet and 
worl-c at the Parh Ho use each Monday evening. In addition, items are produced 
by A lan Bald, resident tinsmith. The program zJ.Jas started several years ago by 
Parh House board members Hazen Price, John Burhhart and Harvey Webster. 
They had a dream th at has been successfully carried out. A number of budding 
tinsmiths ha ue join ed the group. They are residents of Amherstburg and 

Harro w dist ricts. 

PARKING METERS 

The las t vestige of the detestable parhing meters in the Business 
Improvement District of Amherstburg was removed in the fall of 1982. These 
were the standards along Dalhousie, Richmond and SandzJ.Jich Street South. 
The meters were a bone of contention to shoppers ·who wanted to shop in the core 
district. Unfortunately, a majority of the merchants in this area were short
sighted and did not see that the meters, rather than attracting business to the 

area, zJ.Jere driving it away. 

In our 'With The Tide' column in The Amherstburg Echo, we carried on 
a constant fight to have the meters removed . Fin.ally, after some ye.ars the B. l.A. 
asked the town to hood the meters in two pre-Christmas pe.nods to entl.ce 
shoppers into the old downtown. This was the beginning of the end as far as the 
meters z.oere concerned. In the spring of 1982 all 1nembers of the B.I.A. were · · th t these one-arm 
contacted as to the removal of the meters. The opmwn was ,a , · · 
bandits should be removed and it was not long until that was done. 

TED PICKERING (1899-1970) 
. . f h b t mayors that the Town 

In our opinion Ted P1.~kenng was ?ne 0 t .e. es . ·,.8 1.946 a.nd J.947. 
of Amherstburg ever had. H1,s term of off1.ce was f01 tzoo yea ' 
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Before taking over the red chair, Ted was the first chairman and_ a member of 
the Amherstburg Public Utilities for eight years. It was throu§!h hTs effo:ts that 
membership on the Utilities Commission uias increased from three to {we. 

Born in Amherstburg, son of a u1ell-lmorl'11 merrhan t I tailor, Horati? and 
Ellen (Sageman) Pickering, Ted was educated in Amherstburg after which ~e 
joined the Detroit News as a cub reporter. While he lilwd newspaper work, hT.s 
first love was tinkering around u.1ith things electrical so he turned to Western 
Electric in Detroit where he tooll a cozffS<' in the ner'' automatic telephone system. 
In this connection he assisted with the installation of the first automatic 
telephone system in the city of Detroit. /fr later entered the employ of the Detroit 
Shipbuilding Company as an electrician until 1929 when he came back to 
Amherstburg and married Una Marontate, daught('r of Theodore and Mary 
(Caldwell) Marontate. Ted started up an electrical contracting business with 
Stan Eggleton and later became associated u1ith his brother-in-law Caldwell 
Marontate in the firm known as Picllering Electric. He u.Jas later employed at 
Calvert Distillers in charge of electrical equipment. 

During the serious fire at Calverts in 1950, Ted and Lloyd Brown 
managed to get on top of the racll warehouse where they sprayed the building 
with I.oater and thus prevented its collapse. They took their lives in their hands 
in so doing. 

Ted was a pou.Jer in the Conservative Association in Essex South and used 
his political clout to good advantage. At that time Amherstburg owed the 
Sandwich, Windsor and Amherstburg Railway Company a debt of over a 
quarter of a million dollars. To pay this would have put a heavy burden on the 
Amherstburg taxpayers. Working through William Murdoch, M.P.P. for Essex 
South and spealler for the Ontario legislature, Ted persuaded the Ontario 
government to cancel this debt. 

At about that tinie there was a movement in Amherstburg by the 
Canadian Legion, headed by ex-mayor Dr. E. M. Warren, to have Provincial
Federal housing built at the eastern end of tou.m on the former Bell farm. 
Things went along fairly well and it looked like the plan would be carried out. 
One day Ted got word from Mr. Murdoch in Toronto that the Provincial 
government had approued of the plan but the Federal government roould turn 
it down. Ted came to me and said, "It's up to J'Ou now". Fortunately I had a 
good relationship with Murray Clark, M. P., Essex South, and a single call to 
him put the plan bacl?- into operation. 

In the promotion of the Provincial-Federal housing project, Ted roas 
responsible for a high Provincial government official coming to Amherstburg. 
We accompanied Ted when he showed Mr. Lei.ois the proposed site for the 
development. Standing at the corner of the townline (Alma) and Victoria Street, 
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T~d rema_rk~d, "Someday, Mr. Leu1is, you will see houses as far as one can see". 
H7,s pred1ct10n uias realized. 

. Whil<> Ted U'as mayor of Amherstburg, we were still in a depression and 
~ loohed

1

lihP the ~own w_oulr! go hrohe as had Essex, Kingsville and Leamington. 
axes W<:rP slou' m com111g 1n and one of the heaviest burdens on the town was 

a large acreage /?,n0l"17 as the Parh fann in the southeastern section of the 
com~unity. If thi,s property could be sold and put back on the tax rolls it would 
strmghten out the financial problems of the toum. Local bigshots were 
approached to purchas<> this property but none of them had enough faith in the 
com mun i t.v to do so. A neu' resident of the town at that time was James Flynn, 
a Chicago industrialist, who had money to invest. Ted u.1ent over and made an 
~tempt to sell this property to Mr. Flynn. At first he was hesitant, but finally 

lynn agreed to purchase this property for the sum of ten thousand dollars. 
That ten thousand hept Amherstburg from going into default. Much of this 
pr?perty has since been developed through the efforts of David V. Dufour, who, 
unth his associates William Docherty and Mike Tomek, purchased a good 
portion of the site from the Flynn family. They formed a company called Flynn 
Development and this company developed the Flynn subdivision, the Fort 
Malden Mall and the four apartment buildings along Dalhousie Street - the 
Caldwell Towers North and South, the Lafferty (LaFerte) and the Pickering, 
named for this man who left a heritage to the town - a heritage of love. 

. A sidelight on the part paid by Flynn Development was a ~ubstantia.l 
financial contribution to restoration of the historic Park House. With the slow 
up of home construction, Dave Dufour has not been idle in pr011!oting t~e ~own. 
~en it z.oas announced a chemical plant was looking for a suitable site m the 
Windsor area, he z,0ent to Toronto and contacted the principals of the company. 
He brought them to Amherstburg and showed them property on th~ Second 
Concession Road in Anderdon. He brought the officials to meet unth. town 
fathers. They took over and gave the company every help. Thi~ _resu_lted in the 
B. C.M. plant now in full production. It is erecting an add1,twn in order to 

double its capacity. 

Development of the former Park farm acreage has resulted in the bringing 
of the Canadian Tire store to town as well as construction of Four Seasons Bo.wl, 
and the large A & p supermarket. In recent months, Mr. Dufour has sold sites 
on the west side of Sandwich Street South, both to Pontiac and Chrysler car 

agencies. 

POLITICS AND POTATOES 
. . E South was one in u.1hich 

One of the most memorable electwns 1'.n. ssex . ; · Ecc Gott won 
Eccles J. Gott defeated George Graham, the Min1ster of Rmlu ays. 
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support with his slogan: ''A South Essex Man for a South Essex Seat." 

One episode involved a time during the Depression u1hen he teamed up 
with a fellow from Neu.J Brunswick and brought in a carload of potatoes to be 
distributed among the so-called "needy" farmers of Essex South. The potatoes 
were distributed from Harrou1 and it so happened that rnany of them went. to 
wealthy Tory farmers along the lahefront. This started a controversy wh7..ch 
carried into the Provincial elections when Austin "Buster" Smith, Conservatwe 
of Kingsville, was being opposed b.v his next-door neighbour, Lambert Wigle, 
Liberal. The controversy raged so hot that Mr. Smith struggled to save his seat. 
We were with him u.1hen he call<'d the Ontario Prem i"r and said that it was very 
necessary to continue the second half of 18 Highway east of Harrow to 
Kingsville. Half of the highway had already be<'n built. In spite of this election 
ploy, Mr. Smith was defeated. 

Several months late, as a member of the Ontario Newspaper Executive, we 
were in the office of the new Premier Mitchell Hepburn, who had been swept into 
office on the Liberal landslide. Mr. Hepburn turned to me and asked, "How's 
my old friend Ecc Gott?" He continued by saying that Mr. Gott was in his office 
trying to get the province to pay for the potatoes distributed to the Tory elite. "He 
never 1.1.Jill be paid", said Mr. Hepburn. 

A few years later Eccles Gott was defeated in his bid for re-election by S. 
Murray Clark, Liberal, of Harrou.1. Mr. Clark served with distinction in the 
Federal House. 

As stated earlier, Messrs. Wigle and Smith were Kingsville neighbours. 
Austin Smith was a son of County Magistrate W. A. Smith. Prior to the 1934 
election I z.oent to Kingsville every Sunday and z.orote campaign ads for both 
candidates, but neither one ever /.mew what the other was up to. When Wigle 
1.1.Jas drafted in 1933 to be the Liberal standard-bearer for the riding, he was 
rather reluctant to accept the nomination, one reason being that his old friend 
and next-door neighbour Austin Smith, for whom he had a great deal of respect, 
was the opposing member. But he felt at the same time that it l.Oas his duty to 
get into the fight to try and bring about a change in government. Although 
political opponents, they remained good friends throughout the battle and waged 
a good, clean fight. 

In the next Provincial election (inl 937) William Murdoch of Harrow 
defeated Mr. Wigle. Bill Murdoch had a long career as M.P.P. for South Essex 
and senied as Speaher of the House. He moved from Harroz.o to Amherstburg 
som_e years ago when he purchased the Laird Auenue residence of Lee Stanley, 
an 1.nternationally known cartoonist u.1hose feature "Old Home Tou.m" appeared 
in the Hearst Newspapers. 
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POSTMARK AMHERSTBURG - February, 1984 

In the not too distant future mail carrying thepostmarhAmherstbu.rg 1nay 

be collectors ' items soug ht after by philatelists. This observation would also 
apply to postmarhs of other to u1ns in Essex County. This has come about by 
~anada Post's dedsion to process mail from county post offices at the large plant 
ni Windsor. In oth er u1ords, all niail dropped at local post offices and drop 
?oxes u1ill be put in mail bags, and shipped to Windsor for sorting, after which 
l,t uiill be shipped bach to points of origin. It's all so simple. For instance, a 
letter put in the local mail slot, addressed to a nearby post office box, will be sent 
to Windso r and later returned to the place of origin. Efficiency with a sm.all "e "! 
In oth er words, the mai led piece will not bear the date of mailing, or the time. 

Each tou1 n sending out niail got a good deal of publicity on account of 
postmarks. In oth er z))ords an Amherstburg post mark brings to mind Fort 
Ma lden. Kingsville - Jach Miner Bird Sanctuary; Leamington - Point Pelee 
Nat ional Par!?. . In the future the only postmark on letters will be Windsor. It'~ 
sad that local post offices have become so impersonal. We doubt very much 1f 
one out of ten /.mows or can give you the name of the Amherstburg postma~ter. 
It .appears Canada Post's only interest is getting as much revenue as poss1.ble, 
without ta.king any part or having any interest in local matters. · 

PROHIBITION 

Many of the stories here are related to bootlegging. in . Ontm:io. 
Bootlegging - the selling of alcoholic beverages r.oithou.t C:· .license - i.s stT.ll earned 
on but not to the degree that it was during the prohib1.twn years. 

R 
· · · ·t · g of liquor authorized bv 

um-runnmg relates to the leg1.tunate expor i.n · · ' . l · 
the c d · t ther than those wh1.ch had au

1
s 

ana 1.an government, to a coun ry 0 
· . · d I 

P
roh·b· · . · b ThP Un1ted States ha sue 1 a 

1. 1.tmg the import of intox1.catrng evera.ges. · · · h · h d t d th , 
law (Volstead Act 1920) so export papers were completed 

10
. ·

7
·c · e~oh ~l .. . c 

d t
. . "C l " The h'\.pocnsy of p1 o 7 n twn 

es inatwn of their cargo as, in most cases, u JO · 'J 

was shou.m by the fact 
that one could order 
any amount of spirits 
from outside the 
province and have it 
delivered in Ontario. 

. The major 
hquor export dock in 
Amherstburg was on 
property owned for 
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many years by McQueen Marine. Tl u1m; the former Woods dock and there were 
a number of liquor export u•arc>hou.->es thc>re. Boats would load up at 
Amherstburg during the daytim<> and cross the Detroit river under t~e cove_r of 
darkness, carrying export papers for legitimate carw> to Cuba. In sp1,te of t1.g~.t 
surveillance by the Provincial and Royal Mounted Police, there was a certm,n 
amount of liquor back-trached in to serve the Ontario thirst for booze. 

Prohibition lDas a distinct failure as far as the Amherstburg and Detroit 
River area in general were concerned. Many citizens in those troubled times 
turned to bootlegging and rum-running to mal?-e u living. 

Down the front in Malden Touinship there was one farmer who entered 
the business in a big way. He ran an open bar in a cottage on the riverfront and 
on Sundays hundreds of people congregated there. Beer was sold openly and 
there was no interference by the law. All one had to do at other times to get a 
case of beer was to call and place an order. When one went down to take 
delivery the farmer simply hauled it out of the well. 

One Colchester South farmer laid in a large supply of liquor. This came 
to the attention of a group of young smarties from Amherstburg, who called 
themselves the ''Blood and Guts Gang". They raided the house, stole the liquor 
and shipped it across the river to the States. Police cracked the case and these 
young men were brought up in a public court held on the second floor of the 
Amherstburg Town Hall. The magistrate was a tough one. After finding them 
guilty, he sentenced them to ten years in Kingston and ten lashes. (The 
magistrate was a brother-in-law of the liquor owner and half owner of the 
booze.) I was a young reporter on The Amherstburg Echo at the time and this 
was my first major court coverage. When I handed my story over to "the boss", 
Arthur W. Marsh, he read it through and said, "There's something radically 
wrong here. Keep after it until you find out what the true story is". I found out 
that there lDas some skullduggery involved and the stiff sentence reflected the 
narrow thinking of the magistrate. My father drew the attention of this case to 
the Federal Minister of Justice, who saw that the sentences were reduced, but 
not before the spirit and the lives of these young men had been wrecked. 

During the prohibition years, Amherstburg hotels never stopped selling 
liquor. As a matter of fact, little attempt was made to hide the operation. At the 
Lal?-eview Hotel on Dalhousie Street which l.vas owned and operated by T. H. 
(Pete) Fox, the booze was kept in an adjoining store which at one time was a 
bank. The liquid refreshment l.vas locked in the bank safe. Ted Pickering, a 
local electrician, wired the hotel with a bell system. The lobby was always 
immaculate and along the south z.vall was a row of chairs. On the side of the 
windo1.v l.oas a small hole where a lookout was always sitting. Upon the 
approach of a police officer, the loolwut rang the alarm and the booze 
disappeared. 
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Operation of the Amherst Hotel on Richmond Street was not such a secret 
It was a u1ild old place and late in the evening crap games were held at the end 
of the bar where thousands of dollars changed hands. In addition to the 
Amherst and the Lakevieu1, ther(' u1ere many, many more places where one could 
buy liquor in toron. During the Depression people were desperate and many 
u:'ed this method to keep the wolf au1ay from the door. Strangely enough, when 
times are toughest there is a/u1ays money around for a drink or two. 

During Prohibihon the annual Legion Armistice Day Banquet put on by 
the Fort Malden Branch of the Royal Canadian Legion was held in the D & C 
Cafe, located on the sou th side of Murray Street between Dalhousie and Ramsay. 
The boys had started to celebrate when a member of the distaff side called the 
Ontario Provincial Police to report the activity. When the police raided the place 
and started to haul out the liquor, they were seized by the irate Legionnaires and 
carried to the river bank at the foot of Murray Street. The O.P.P. were 
threatened that they would be thrown into the drink unless they left town and 
stayed away. Needless to say, the police left and the party continued 

uninterrupted for most of the night. 

One day late in December during Prohibition, we 1.oanted to go over to 
Detroit to a New Year's Eve party. We had a number of friends in the theatre 
there, some of whom were members of an international fraternity to which we 
belonged while at McGill University. We went down to a warehouse on the 
fenced-in Woods dock in Amherstburg and purchased a bottle of Scotch. Putting 
the bottle in the car we were off and it wasn't until we reached the gate on 
Dalhousie Street that we realized we would be searched by the police. As our car 
pulled up, one of them remarked, "Oh, it's only John M_arsh. Let him go 
thr.ough ". Needless to say, we z.oere relieved, having been fnghtened 1!1'ore than 
a little. Later that day we transferred the Scotch into a fiask to carry it over ~he 
border. Unfortunately, we filled the glass fiasks too full and when going 
through America Customs the heat of our bodies caused the alcohol to expand 
and the fiasks to break. We walked up Woodward Avenue with a strong aroma 

of alcohol following us all the way. 

PUT-IN-BAY CAPSTAN 

A · · · h v· • 1\T y Yard Park Amherstburg, is the 
conversation piece in t e .n.ing s Hav ' · 51 

Capstan from the Put-In-Bay, an early steamer owned and ope~ated until 19 

by the Ashley and Dustin Steamer Line of Detroit. The excursion veSsseldwa,,s a 
lon t · .,, . . ·l b t Detro1·t Put-In-Bay and an us 'ly, 
0 ?· ime ,avounte, plying dai y e ween , , 

hw. 

The 42-year-old Put-In-Bay was placed on the auction block and sold{~~ 
scra:p to th B . L. . 19r.:3 ure called "Red" Brown.mg and asl~ed fi 

e rowm,ng mes in D • rrj 
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a memento off the ship, to be placed in the Marin(' Museum at Port Malden. He 
said the only thing left was the capstan. u1h ich ll'<' u1ere lee/come to have and 
could picll up anytime. We told Mr. Hrou 1ning that ll''' had no .means. of 
transporting thi.s heavy item to the par!~. so h1' hired a true/~ and delwered 1.t. 

In later years, 1.ohen Fort Mald"n began to empha.-;ize its military hi.story, 
the capstan was taken out of storage and gilwn to th1• 1'01c11 of Arnherstburg for 
a final resting place at the King's N(wy Yard Park. On the head of the capstan 
is a brass plate with the follou 1ing u•ording: "DETROIT SHIPBUILDING 
COMPANY-BUILDERS. PUT-IN-BAY- 1911. DETROIT, MICHIGAN." 

Commissioned in 1911 the Put-In-Bay u1a.-; the last of four passenger boats 
which the company operated betu 1een Detroit, Put-In-Bay and Sandusky. The 
first one was the J. Cool~e. a sideu 1heeler named after the man who helped to 
finance the Civil War for the Un ion Army. The Alaska was another sidewheeler 
(1875-1890) and followed her on the nm. Dismantled in 1890, the Ala.ska's 
engine was installed in a neu' steel hull equipped with all the modern devices 
of the day. The new ship was designed by marine architect Frank E. Kirby, and 
named after him. Mr. Kirb.Y designed all the sidez.oheel steamers on the Great 
Lakes, numerous la.Ile freighters and man)' ships for foreign countries. 
Remarkable for her speed, she put up a record of two hours and 54 minutes for 
the 60-mile run to Put-In-Bay. All of the fast steamers took after the Kirby and 
her captain, Arthur J. Fox, flaunted them by carrying a broom at the masthead. 
She was nickna.med "The Flyer of the La/1,es". Jn her daily trips up and down 
the Detroit Rilier, Amherstburg residents used to rely on the Kirby for the correct 
time, as they do today with radio and television. She ahoays left Detroit at 9 
o'cloc/1, in the morning and passed Amherstburg at 10:20 a.m. 

It was customar.Y for passengers when the.r boarded the Frank E. Kirby 
~o turn ot1er their valuables (jewels, money, etc.) to Captain Fox, who put them 
m the ship's safe and returned them to their owners when the ship doc/led. A 
group of criminals working out of Detroit knew thi.s practice and one night, 
upbound past Amherstburg, they held the passengers a.t ba.y and robbed the safe. 
llou 1e1wr, Captain Fox was not to be outwitted. When the Kirby arrived at 
D<'troit he kept the ship away from the wharf and in a. loud 11oice over a. hailer 
said to those on shore, "Send all your police down here! Bring out the riot 
squad!" II<' l?.ept the 11e:o;sel a short distance offshore until he saw the police 
arnmng. Then he docked and let the law bag the criminals. One fellow jumped 
m1<>rboard and got away, ne11er to be seen again. The gang was not charged with 
robbery. The.: had committ<>d a far more serious crime - piracy. For that, some 
of them got hfe and others as mur.h as forty years in prison. 

. . Rack to th<> Put-In-Ray . .. throughout the 1920s and into the early 
th1Ttws, moonlight excur.i;;ions and dances were popular. Major organized 
groups such as clubs and associations held annual moonlight parties for their 
members. Th es<' U 1<>re the most sought-after dates of the year by the younger set 
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of the area. The bright lights of the ships, their happy passengers and the music 
of a leading dance band of the time u•as a combination few could resist. 
However, by 1947 her da:vs were numbered. She u.1as taken off the run and sold 
~a Chicago company for $1,400. The Chicago syndicate's plan was to put her 
mto service for C'Xcursions betuieen Chicago and Michigan City, Indiana. By 
1951 she was moored at the foot of Wayne Street where she remained for two 
yea~s. Former owners, the Ashley and Dustin Steamship Co., had gone out of 
busmess. H<'l' sale uias ordered to satisfy claims of mortgage holders. In 1958 
she was auctioned off, the successful bidders at $11,000 being Troy H. Browning 
of the Browning Steamship Lines and David C. Louie, president of Detroit 
Marine Terminal, who expected to malie a profit by junking her. 

Dismantling the i1essel would have been an expensive and unprofitable 
method of scrapping, so a few weeks later the 'Put' was towed out to Lake St. 
Clmr, where she was set on fire. More than 200 small craft sto9d off whl.le she 
burned. Heat from the towering flames blistered paint on some of them as 
distant as 800 feet. She was later towed back to Detroit for salvage operatwns. 

WALTER RANTA 

In late October, 1982 Walt Ranta passed away. He wasjust a few months 

Past his 66th birthday. 
. l d ·th h ·s parents and sister 

Walter came to Amherstburg from Fl.nan un 1
' l d t L.. h · ho never earne , o 

nsa. His father Karl Ranta, was a master mec am.c l.l.J ' , Th 
speak fiuent Engl;;,h nor did his mother, Laimi, ever master t.he language. .ey 

' · · C ada 
Were very poor, but soon managed to ma/.le their u.iay m an · 

d l t iorked for Brunner 
Walt attended the Amherstburg schools an . a er n in en ineering 

Mond Canada Limited. During that peri.od he took. nigh~;!°'~;·: Brun:er Mond 
in Detroit. In a matter of a few years Walt hadbh1·:. degh h' adf established the 
and t . I 't long e1ore .e s arted out on h1.s ou.m. t wasn f t bility he soon became 
successful firm of Ranta Enterprises. A man ° grea a ' ' ' 

U>ell known in his profession. 
h t as a boy he was poor and had 

t Walt once told me he resented the fact t a ·ir aire before he died. A.< 
0 l.oear second-hand clothes. He vowed to be a .m. 1· i~nl ·t· After being a k . . b t ( l fmancw pos1. wn. I' 

1 
wor ahohc he soon acquired a. su s an i.a ffo red a heart attai:k, then had a 

.oarned tha~ he should .stop ~nn1ung, l:l'alt s: ~idn 't change his way of Z,,fe. 
Pacemaker inserted . .. m spite of u1arnings, ,e 

derstood Walter Ranta.. To the 
Feu.1 people in Amherstburg /.mew or un th ;n~pression of being very 

out ·d · d and gave .e •· • · s1, er he was gruff, sometunes cru e, . ' at who quietly gaiw a great 
hard-boiled. As a matter of fact, he uias a puss) c , 
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deal to hU3 town, community organizations and churches, as ~N'll as to many of 
hU3 old friends u1ho had fallen on hard tim<>s. It u1as a traR1c loss of a man so 
talented - there won't be another like him. 

DICK REID - December, 1983 

The recent death of our old friend Richard (Dichie) Reid recalls the_ time 
when he and his good wife Celia op<'raled Reid's Confectionery, south s1.de of 
Richmond Street on the site noui occupi<>d by the addition of the Amherstbu~g 
Branch of the Bank of Montreal. On their retirement the Reids moved to theff 
home at Amherst Point. 

''Dicl?.ie" Reid u1as a loveable person. He had a great sense of humour and 
was proud of his place in the old town. Here one picl?.ed up morning and 
Sunday newspapers, had lunch or ice cream. Some local citizens who followed 
the ponies came in to see Dichie each da.v to get a hot tip. It so happened that 
Dickie ran a private book. He and his wife loved horses and he maintained a 
close connection with the ponies. Dichie uias one of a kind. He had many 
friends and loved his town. Each morning rohen we went over to his store to 
pick up our papers we would ask, "What's new this morning Diclde?" His reply 
always was, "New York". 

The Reid store was in the centre of Amherstburg's downtown. A great 
many locals daily came into this area as the post office, tu.10 banks, tu.10 hotels, 
tu.10 food stores and many other service places were located on Richmond Street 
l.oest and a section of Dalhousie Street. The character of this part of the town 
started to change when parking meters went into operation, shifting of stores to 
Sandwich Street strips and the opening of the mall. A major change in 
shopping habits took place when the door-to-door mail delivery was instigated. 
We do not recall any protest against such a move by local merchants in this part of the old home town. 

RIVER NOTES - January, 1984 

A number of downbound vessels were caught in the heavy ice off the 
Detroit River light _last week. It took several days to free them. They were cut 
out_ and sent ~n their u;a~ by the United States Coast Guard Bristol Bay cutter. 
This ?.ll reminds us 1-t 1,s not unusual for freighters to be caught in the ice. 
Especially so when an attempt was made to keep the coal boats moving between 
\ole~o a,nd De~ro~t to fe_ed the b~ast furnaces. For a number of years the Lake 
Carners Association paid Captain J. Earl McQueen and McQueen Marine tugs 
to stand by. It was not unusual for them, especially the Atomic, to be out for 
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~~~rs on end . . Finally, the American vessel owners persuaded the U. S. 
ernment to inch up the tab for the cost of the service. The U. S. Coast Guard 

zssels t~ok Ol>l'r and k_ept the c_oal boats moving until the ice became too heavy. 
that tune th<' Atomic was }11red to free the freighters and U. S. Coast Guard 

cutter. 

. On Thursday afternoon, D<'cember 29th, J 983, the Canadi.an Coast Qu,ard 
~e breaker Griffon came into the Amherstburg base to lay-in over night. She 
dad her ChriBtmas lights aglo11• and was quite a sight. The next morning before 

aylight she proceeded up the Amherstburg Channel en.route to Parry Sound 
and Midland. The heavy ice did not in any way cause her any trouble. Frankly, 
~e were reminded of a hot knife passing th.rough butter. Thi.s reminds us that 
A?tam ,J. Earl McQueen often said he preferred ice breaking jobs with hi.s tug 
H omic 1.n below zero temperatures. He contended it was e~i,er to break throuf!h· 

e sm,d the ice m below zero temperatures reminded hl,m of glass shattering 
when hi.t. Shortly after noon on Friday, December 30th some freighters moved 
m the Livingstone Channel. A path for them was carved out by a United States c~tter Bri.stol Bay. The icebreaking type vessel has considerable trouble getting 
t _rough the window formed where the Sugar Island Channel crosses over the 

Lwmgstone Channel. 

Another thought about the river. The buoys in the Amherstburg Channel 
were the last picked up by the buoy tender Kenoki. The Amh~rstburg_ Coast 
G_uard depot looks after all the floating and stationary Canadian Na~igatwn 
aids from the Bluewater Bridge at Sarni.a to Port Colborne. The floating aul.s 
are brought into Amherstburg where the base crew services them and gets them 
rea.d:y to go out in their stations at the opening of the navigation season . . In the 
':;:rly days most of the traffic up and down the lower Detroit river was guided by 

nd based lights. The early ones were kerosene fuelled, later carbide was ~e~ 
and then electric. In the early days the Duff familY held the Lake Carriers ~sociation contract to look after the lights guiding vessels over the dangerous 
Lime Kiln Crossing in front of Texas Landing. Mrs. Duff would hang the 
lanterns on trees. One year the association failed to pay the ~count (f( the 
previous season; Mrs. Duff would not put up the lanterns until the bi was 
settled A . . h ld · the lower Amherstburg 
C · number of sailing vessels were e . up in 

hannel until the matter was settled to the satisfaction of the Duffs. 

ROTARY CLUB IN AMHERSTBURG 

. The idea of Rotary was brought to Amherstburg_ by Arthur W. MS,rsh, t~n 
editor of The Amherstburg EchO. While attending the J 933 anco~i' er 
convention of the Canadian Weekly Newspaper editors, he heard fro_m £e ow ~~•tors how their communiti,es had received so many benefits fr?m their otr~ 

ubs. Returning to Amherstburg, he contacted C. S. K. Robinson, an ac iv 
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Windsor Rotarian, who arranged that a suruC'y of A_mhC'rstburg ~(: 1~~a~e' z~; 
respect to the establishment of a club here_. Tin-; uia~ comp ( f( ~ 0~ 
Robinson, Rev. M. C. Davies and Ross M_cKC'nzH: (then pres.ident oft~.(' Wm~~as 
Rotary Club). A meeting was called and 1t 1N1sn t long bef01 <' a Rotw .' Club 
started in Amherstburg. 

On November 25, 1933, Ross McKenziC' brought the glad tidings to local 
Rotarians at their meeting in the Lalu'11ieu· Hotel, that a rharter had been1 
granted by Rotary International a~d hen_ceforth the ~umber. ~f the Zoe~ 
organization would be 1781. The first officers of the ( lz~h _u 1e1e. George ·. 
Jones, president; Wilfred Patterson, Pice-president; Ren S/11 llrngton, secretar~, 
Carl Brandie, treasurer; N. A. Marro, Fred Nill and Thomas W. Moffa• 
directors; Louis J. Fox, sergeant-at-arms. The charter u1as officially presen.ted 
on January 24, 1984. Mr. Marsh nePer became a member of the club. Prune 
movers in its formation were Ren Shillington, Ted Picl-lering and several other 
prominent Amherstburg men. The Club tooh a little u1hile to get off the ground 
but once it got going, it began to perform a real sen1ice to the community. 

Ben Shillington u1as th(' first secretary and sparl?--plug of the Rotary Club 
during the trying times of the 'dirty thirties'. Through his efforts the Rotary 
District Assembly, 158 District uias held in Amherstburg on August 31, 1939. 
Sessions were held in the high school and the noon banquet in Christ Church 
Parish Hall. I u 1as fortunate enough at that time to be able to relate to the 
t1isitors the story of Amherstburg. Later that afternoon and evening, a 
memorable cruise u1as ('njoy('d aboard Captain J. Earl McQueen 's cruiser, The 
Erie Isle. 

In I .944 a Youth Committee of the Amherstburg Rotary Club under the 
chairmanship of T('d Pi<'h('ring sponsored a Junior Rotary Club, its members 
being boys from General Amherst and St. Rose High Schools. This Junior Club 
prospered for a number of years but eventually was allowed to lapse, interrupted 
b.Y World War II. Many of the boys who were members of the Club zJ..Jere on 
actii 1e sen1ice during that war, some of whom lost their lives overseas. 

In those days u1e didn't haue Goodfellou..1s, Mothers' Allowance and other 
soda! seruices u1hich are so much tahen for granted toda)'. Most of these 
humanitarian tasl?-s u1ere perfonned by the Rotary Club. They too}?- over the tash 
of proi 1iding Christmas food basl?ets to the underprivileged in the community. 
I remember one particular Christmas Eve when Ben Shillington and myself 
u1ent to a home on Broch Street uihere the father of a family was doing his best 
to loo!?- after a number of rhildren. His wife, unable to tal?-e the pressure, had left 
them. We found this homl' in spotless condition - but there was no coal, no food, 
nothing for Christmas. In o matter of hours the material needs of this family 
ll'<'r<' !oohed after and for man.v months thereafter the Rotarv Club helped them 
to get bacl-l on their feet. · 
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. Funds.for the dub 's activities H•ere raised in many ways, the major project 
being Ted Pickering's baby· "Keno Under the Stars". Once a week during the 
summer months Keno was played outdoors on a lot which is now occupied by the 
Toronto-Dominion Bank ond Kendall Hardware. Tom Moffat handled the 
chairmanship of the Crippled Childrens' Committee and carried on in that 
capacity for a number of years. Many famili.es in Amherstburg managed with 
the quiet aid of Rotary to hold on during those Depression years. 

The annual Christmas Dinner at the Lakeview Hotel was one of the 
highlights of the Rotary Club year. It was a formal affair, held in the second 
floor dini.ng room ,,,hich had an excellent vi.ew of the river. The tables and the 
room were suitably decorated for Christmas. Prior to the serving of the meal 
eggnogs were served, after which a roast turkey was carri.ed in and placed on the 
table in front of the president, who did the carving. During the course of the 
meal Christmas carols were played on the spinet by Edith Healey. Before the 
serving of the last course the room was darkened and Henry Banks. the 
Lakeview chef, carried in the {laming Christmas pudding. A short message was 
given by Reverend Davies. This enjoyable custom was carried on for several 
years. Following the dinner, members of the Rotary Club went out in teams to 
distribute Chri,stmas baskets to the less fortunate people in the community. In 
those days the need was great and the distributi.on was carried out with little 

fuss and without the knowledge of a goodly number of citizens. 

In the early days such men as Captain E. McQueen, Dr. Fred Park and 
heads of industry played an important part in the club: It was usual after 
dinner meetings for a small group to gather at Captain McQueen 's where a f~w 
drinks were downed and lively discussion took place. Any?ne who was thin· 
skinned, didn't last long and many only went to one gathen.ng. 

The meetings at Cap McQueen 's continued for .a number of years. 

However, they ceased when membership in the club deten.orated. 

RUM-RUNNING . eared in The Amherstburg 

On February 8, 1929 the following stoTY apP , · · Amherstburg on 
~cho: 'There was a lot of excitement am.ong the ;um-~un:::;: '~as seized by the ues~ay when a thousand dollar cargo of ~"; d:nadian shore at midnight 1j,

0
vincial Police. A party of rum-runners left t l r They were transferring 

the day before and got over to the Jnternatwnah dme. the Am.erican bank The 
t e · l z P'nroac e on · ir oad to a truck when a rum patro a r · l to be seized by the 
load was hauled back to the Canadian sh~re 0:0 :nforce the rule ago.inst 

~mherstburg Provincial Officers u•h0 were u•aitm.g · 

he re-entry of export rum." 
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The post-script to this story was told to us in 1982 by Car_! Farrou', former 
Chief of Police for the City of Windsor, ll'ho in 1 .929 uia,.; rn ch:rrge of the 
Provincial Police detachment at Amherstburg. Mr. 1:'mTou' smd that the 
transfer of the beer to true}~ was an arduous joh. Cap tarn A1c()ue~'n. and Russ 
Wigle offered to help load the police truch. When they had f1111shed Ca~ 
McQueen turned to the officers and said, "When you come hach to Amherstbwg 
drop into my house and get a cold beer, uihich you rightly desen 1e!" 

In checking the load when it arri1wd in Windsor the officers found that 
two cases were missing. Later the l1N> officers arrived at the McQueen home for 
a refresher. Cap told them how he and Russ had s1>irited ml'ay the two cases. 
Needless to say, no report was made of this incident. 

S. K. D. 

A minimal investment by (Jach of three Wall?.erville men turned into a 
million dollars each when they sold S. K. D. Manufacturing Co. Lirnited on St. 
Arnaud Street. The three men were H. Murrav Smith, G. Eric Dennison and 
Douglas Kirkaldy. Each had been employed by Windsor firms. 

They started the business in a garage at the rear of a Walkerville home. 
In a few years the three became interested in the Amherstburg area as a good 
place to live. H. Murray Smith bought the Captain Hackett property on 
Dalhousie Street South. Kirkaldy and Dennison each bought lots on the west 
side of Highway 18 near the Middle Sideroad, Anderdon. 

Commenting on the combination, Murray Smith remarked to me that the 
men U.Jere of entirely different personalities and training. Each had a unique 
ability rohich combined made the whole. After selecting Amherstburg as the site 
for their neu.J plant, construction began and before long it was operating. As Mr . 
Smith said, "In the early days we z.oere bankrupt a number of times but didn't 
know it!" 

The company operated as a partnership until 1945 when it u.Jas 
incorporated. Later it was sold to a promoter z.oho put the stocl?. on the Toronto 
Stoch Exchange. By that time, H. Murray Smith had left the company, as had 
Doug Kirkaldy. A combination of Windsor money, headed by Gordon Knight 
and Walter McGregor, bought enough stoc}?. to control the company, which 
operated under the management of Gord Knight. This continued until the 
ma!ority of the stock was purchased by Continental Can. Soon after Mr. Knight 
ret1,red and Henry Horn became head of the local company, z.ohich has continued 
to be a rnajor source for automotive parts. 
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SANDWICH, WINDSOR & AMHERSTBURG RAILWAY 

. The Sandu•ich, Windsor and Amherstburg electric railway came to town 
in 1902 a . J z d h . . A nr supp emente . t .e stage coach service which operated between 

mherstburg and Wm.dsor. 

Down through its hi.story, which encompassed about 40 years, the railway 
was an rntC'gral part of community life in Amherstburg and was fairly 
frosperous until the hard surfacing of the road (later Highway 18) and the 

ncreasC' m automobile usage. 

w· The Sandwich, Windsor and Amherstburg Company was established in 
fmdsor as part of the Detroit United Railway System. Incident.ally, the head 

0 the D. U.R. was Elliot G. Stevenson, whose home on the Front Road, Anderdon 

was later enlarged to become the Anderdon Tavern. 

. In its heyday the electric railway served a great purpose to the community, 
proinding not only passenger but freight service as well. During its peak perWd 
~e service operated from 6 a.m. until 2 a.m. The 6 a.m. upbound from 

1 
mherstburg carriRd workers to varWus plants in Windsor and a couple of hours 

ater transported students to and from Amherstburg and Windsor schools. The 
line came into Amherstburg down Sandwich to Richmond, turned right towards 
th . . e river and ended at Dalhousi.e Street. The cars then backed up Richmond to 
Sandwich, turned south on Sandwich to Gore and then north on Sandwich back 
to Windsor. The late service at night allowed Amherstburg residents to attend 
the theatre and other social events in Windsor and Detroit, returning home the 
sam~ evening. During the days of 'legal export', beer and liquor spur. lines were 
put into docks at LaSalle and other points along the river. It was picked up at 
these docks by rum-runners who took the booze to the 'dry' American market. 

The railway fell on hard times and by the early 1930s had amassed a 
tremendous debt due to the operation of the railway by Ontarw Hydro. Each 
mur:icipality in the railway di.strict was compelled to pass a by-law assur:ung 
their portion of the debt. Amherstburg's portWn was $232,535. In spitR ~f 
threats from the Ontario Legislature that steps would be taken to collect this 
de?t, the Amherstburg Town Council held off and did not pay any part of the 
principle or interest. Jn the meantime, a strong lobb.Y was formed, headed by 
Ted Pickering, who worked with William Murdoch, member of the Ontarwf 
Legislature for Essex South. Finally, in 1937 the debt of the Town ° 
Amherstburg was cancelled. The telegram making the ann?uncemen! 

0{;he 
cancellation was sent to Ted Pickering by Mr. Murdoch, which read: 8.· .S. 
meeting takes place in Windsor, December 2nd. Amherstburg bonds in :;: 
amount of $232 535 will be cancelled by the province and returned ~o d 
council. Servic~ will be maint.ained to Amherstburg at present !eve an 

efficiency". 
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Despite this cancellation the railway continued to go dou1nhill and finally 
was taken over by the City of Windsor, u1ho appointed a boa_rd headed by W. ~· 
Furlong, a Windsor lazvyer, and some Amh<'rstburg resulen ts. The boar ' 
realizing the day of interurban elertric service u•m:; P(~st, began the 
discontinuation of the use of electric cars, substituting them w1th buses. 

"NITCHY" SA WYER 

Ray Sawyer (1900-1974) zN1s born in Amherstburg, son of Robert an_d 
Alvira (Goodchild) Sau.1yer. He is hest rem<'mb<'red for the excellent worl-l he dl.d 
as lifeguard and supervisor during the swimming season at th~ W~terworks 
dock, starting there in 1987. I u1ish I could re ca 11 hou1 he got hl.s m.ckname -
however, everyone knew him as "Nitchy". He had sel1eral jobs and did plenty ?f 
hard work before this position. Nitchy u1or/.wd on the tug sapper for Captam 
Kenneth Fraser and on the steamer Alaslw for the Mullen Coal Co. Then he 
worked as fireman and first mate on the South East Shoal Lightship under the 
command of Captain Jacques Bernard. 

In 1919, 1.ohile worl?ing as a repair man at Brunner Mond, he suffered an 
accident which crippled him for life. Nitchy slipped and fell on a conveyor, 
losing hi.s right leg above the knee. Hospitalized for several weeks, he returned 
to work at the plant but after a year there he left to u.1ork on the ill-fated steamer 
City of Dresden, then owned by Captain John S. McQueen. While there in 1922, 
the steamer left Belleville bound for Port Huron. Not many hours out of port a 
wind of gale velocity began to blow. The rough sea pounded the old hull and it 
soon began to take on water. The creu.1 manned pumps but water continued to 
rise and McQueen decided to beach the boat at Long Point near Port Rowan. 
The lifeboat capsized. Captain McQueen 's son Peregrine drowned. The 
remaining crew members clung to the overturned boat until it finally u1ashed 
ashore. The following spring, as a diver for Lez.o Goodchild, Nitchy returned to 
the scene of the disaster and aided in removal of the remains of the City of 
Dresden. 

·He then took a job as engineer on one of Dunbar and Sullivan's drill boats 
and later transferred to Great Lalws Dredging Company. After two seasons 
t~ere Nitchy went to work for the Detroit & Windsor Ferry Company as a 
f1.reman. Two years later he entered the employ of a Detroit automobile shop 
where he remained for four or five years before returning to Amherstburg. 

Being a strong swimmer, Nitchy frequented the z.vaterz.oorks area a lot 
~uring the summer and before long realized the place could stand a feu.1 
1.mprovements. With the aid of some other sz.vimmers he built a diving tower and 
board at the docl-l, and right away the number of sz.vimmers began to increase. 
There was some objection to the "radical" measures he had adopted, so he 
secured the approval of F. T. Pickering, then chairman of the Parks Committee, 
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~:d changes started to take place in earnest at the Old Swimming Hole. When 
e next swunmrng season rolled around, councillor Harvey "Chub" Hamilton 

beg?'"! a plan to have him officiall:v hired as lifeguard. He remained in that 
positwn for many years. 

. As man)' as 300 children could be in swimming at one time. Patience was 
Nitchy's chief asset but u1hen discipline was necessary he remedied the situation 
and the offending children ended up better friends than ever. All the kids 
s~o.wed him respect and he probably hnew the first name of every child that ever 

visited the Waterworks dock. 

SEPPALA FAMILY 

During the 1980s the Assistant Chief Commissioner of the RCMP in 
charge of the Alberta division was a young man from Amherstburg by the name 
of Waitto Seppala, son of Mr. and Mrs. Eino Seppala. The family were Finns 
who were driven out of Finland following the Communist invasion. The Seppala 
family was one of the leading families in Finland. They came out to 
Amherstburg penniless. However, by hard work they soon made a niche for 
themselves. Mr. Seppala was in charge of mill grinding operations at Calvert 
Dis'.illers. Besides Waitto, they had Vilh<> and a daughter Lea. Vilho was an 
engineering graduate who worked for the Kodak Company in Rochester., N. Y. 
W:aitto was a top student at G. A. H. S., a top athlete who won many honours for 
his school. Following graduation he joined the RCMP and served i': seve:al 
posts across Canada. After the end of WWII he z.oas sent to Europe to interview 
people from Finland, Germany and Denmark zoho had made application to come 
to Canada. On his return here he renewed active duty with the RCMP. 

. Through the years, Waitto kept close contact with Amherstburg and local 
friends. He visited many times - a fine upstanding man who was every inch a 

leader. 

SIMRALL REFINING 

An 
· · · · t · · Anderdon Township -

oil refinery was built and put into opera wn in 
north of the New York Central Railway track - during the thirties. It was known 
as the Simrall Refining Company. The firm operated for a number of mon~~ 
using a new process to produce the highest type of gasoline then on the mar e · 
E~onomic conditions and other factors entered the picture and the:;~~~;;:, 
didn't operate for long. The original gasoline storage tc:nks remamh . e pro h th te became t e marm 

'fJerty and more were constructed in J 962 w en e si . b ht to 
depot for Regent Oil Company. Gasoline and fuel oil were roug 
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Amherstburg in tankers, pumped to the st?rage tonhs and ~razN1 off in to tank 
trucks, to be distributed over a lDide area in Weste rn On tm io. 

. d f C'o loncl S imrall M s· rall (the oil operator) was the grea t-gr an ,son o . 
who wa;· G:

1

~eral Harrison's chief of staff d 11 rin g the ti 111 <' o( the A men.can 
invasion here. The Si.mrall family i.n the sou th hmie letters u in tten by Colonel 
Simrall while he lJ.Jas stationed at Fort Mn !den. 

SINKING OF THE TASHMOO 

Shortly after mi.dni.ght on June 18, 1 .936 1oe were mJ.Jakened by the ringing 
of the bedside phone. It 1uas the police calling to inform us that the passenger 
steamer Tash.moo was sinhi.ng at the Brunner Mand dock. 

We lost little 6.me i.n getting dressed and away in the car, all the whi.le 
enui.sioni.ng a pani.c-strichen crowd clawing and fighting to survive. Upon 
reaching the Brunner Mond bridge we sm.o the Tash.moo lying at the doch. Her 
li.ghts were out but the band was playing. There was no apparent evidence of 
anything serious. 

Parhing at the side of the road, we wall?-ed down to the coal dock where 
an en tirel.Y di.fferen t pi.cture presented itself. The vessel was moored to a 
platform doc!?. and a wide wooden planh had been raised between the platfonn 
and the second dech of the steamer. Assisted by members of the crew, the 
passengers u.>ere disembarhing quietly. Some fourteen hundred young people, 
most of u>hom u>ere feeling no pain and were unau>are of the danger, rnilled 
around the doch, built bonfires and one had the impression of a very large, 
happy b<.'ach part.v. A half hour after the last passenger was ashore, the vessel 
settled to the bottom, leaui.ng only the upper worhs above water. The quick 
thinhing and manoezwring of Captain Donald McAlpine and his braiie crew had 
saued them and it was a miracle that the boiler didn't explode. 

The Gene Callowa.v Band didn't stop pla.ving un ti.l all danger was past. 
We intervfr'u 1ed George Moffet, manager of the band. He said that he had been 
in the office ta.lhing u1ith a ship's officer at the tim<' of impact. He said, "The 
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band doesn 't play z.ohile the boat is going through the shallow Sugar Island 
channel. We wen~ to (ind out u1hat had happened and when we went below decl?
found water rushing m. I went up and told the band to play and keep playing 
regardless of what happened. They !?-ept at it for over an hour after the light 
went out. " s 

. The Tashmoo had been chartered for a Moonlight Cruise that particular 
evemng bJ! the Pals Club, a Hamtranich social group. She left the doch at the 
foot of Griswold at 9:20 p. m . for Sugar Island downriver from Grosse Isle. At 
11:20 she started the trip bach to Detroit and z.ohen coming out of the Sugar 
Island Channel struck a submerged rock which punched a hole in her hull. 
Water poured in faster than the pumps could handle it. Captain McAlpine 
?r~~red fu ll speed ahead to the Amherstburg shore. About ten minutes after the 
1.nitial shock had vibrated through the ship, she roas moored at the Brunner 
Mand coal dock. 

Much has been written about the Tashmoo - i.e., where she was built, 
some of her escapades, etc . ... but we are concerned here with the incident 
mainly because of its happening in our community. While the vessel was settling 
in eighteen feet of water z.oe mingled z.oith the croz.od, trying to get a cross-section 
of the merrymakers to comment on their near-tragic end. None seemed to realize 
the seriousness of the situation. Many said that they didn't hnow what had 
happened until they z.oere on dry land. The main concern seemed to be how they 
would get back to Detroit. One lad said, "I'm in a terrible jqm! I have to be on 
the job at 6 o'clock . . . and how z.oill I ever explain to my girlfriend's old man for 
keeping his daughter out all night? 11 One of the entertainers, Mrs. Babs 
Drouillard, worried that she had a six-months-old baby alone at home. Her 
mother was to stay z.oith the infant until 2:00 a.m., but u1ould then leave, 
confident that her daughter would be home shortly. 

Lloyd Brou.m of Amherstburg was on duty at the Brunner Mond filtration 
plant when he saw the Tashmoo coming into the docli. Sensing that something 
was wrong he told David Braum, his relief man, to look after the plant rohile he 
z.oent out to the dock to investigate. Lloyd made fast the lines of the boat, moued 
the improiiised gangplank to the second dee!?- and helped the passengers off the 
sinhing vessel. 

Once they were safely ashore came the problem of getting the people bach 
to Detroit. Captain McQueen in his tug Progresso arrived on the scenf!, as did 
the Coast Guard boats, and a conference was held aboard_ thf! tug betu.wen 
Captain McAlpine, C. F. Bielman, manager of the Tashm_oo, and W. W. Subner, 
representative of the Insurance com.pany. It was dec1.ded to hc:ue the B1ob~o steamer Columbia come down and p1.cl?- them up. As the Colu.mbw couldn t tl.e 
up at the Brunner Mond dock, it z.oas necessary (or the passengers to walh down 
to the Boblo Dock at the foot of Murray Street m Amherstburg. 
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During this period there was tall~ of lNir. lmag;nc the con~ternation of 
the residents along Sandwich and Richmond Streets 1l 1he11 the~r sleep wa:s 
interrupted in the wee hours of the morning by fourteen hundred bmsterous fol 1 
marching down the street. They thought the e1H?m)' had i111 1aded Amherstburg. 

It wasn't until the next morning that most of the tmN1 found out what h'!'d 
happened. The passengers though it 11 1as a great johe and carried O~· w1.th 
huggin' and kissin' and all sorts of antics. Going aboard the Columbia. they 
thought it was the end of a gala occasion. The parting shout fr~11n s?me of the 
merrymakers as the Columbia pulled away f1:om the dock was, 'Alnghtfolks1,: 

... we're going home so you can roll up the s1de1N1lhs and put out the hghts. 

The police officers on dut:v that fateful night cannot be given en_ouf!h 
praise for their quiet and efficient hand/; ng of the crowd. They were Proinncwl 
Constables Mulholland and Mc Queen, Chief Joseph Taylor, Constable Farrow 
of the RCMP, Constable Harold Brush of Ojibu 1ay and S. E. M. Taylor, Collector 
of Customs for the Port of Amherstburg. 

The Pike Salvage and Wrecking Company of Kingston got the contract to 
raise the vessel but failed to do so and after many weeks of work had only 
accomplished stripping the super-structure off the hull. McQueen Marine 
Limited was azDarded the contra.ct to raise the hull on a "no-cure, no-pay" basis. 
Work began and a.f ter many z.oeeks the actual raising of the hull began. it z.vas 
found that a lot of water was coming in through cracks and other small holes, 
so a wagon load of manure was brought to the scene, which was spread around 
the hull and sucked into the holes. It swelled and did the job. Later the actual 
raising began and as the hull began to come up there was evidence of cracking, 
so Captain McQueen sent over to the Ford Marine Division in River Rouge for 
a huge pump. As the pump was being loz.vered under his direction, Cap 
standing below, one of the chainfalls broke. He never blinked an eye but 
carefully lowered the pump into the hull and in a matter of hours up she came. 
It was towed to Horseshoe Bay at the north end of Bois Blanc by the tugs 
1:1"ogresso, Henry Stokes and Patricia McQueen. After being examined for safety 
l,t was towed to the scrapyard in Windsor. 

Many local residents obtained souvenirs from the Tash.moo ... these were 
sold by the Pike Company. Irving Kelly, marine reporter for Westcott Marine 
Rep?rting Agency which had an office in Amherstburg, obtained a pair of deck 
chairs in perfect condition. Following his death these were given to us by his 
son •. Rev. James Kelly. Father Kelly said that it was his father's z.vish that the 
chairs should come to us. They are now in the Marsh Collection. 

118 



SLOT MACHINES 

. During the Depression years The Amherstburg Echo took a strong stand 
against the slot machines in many stores and other business places around the 
area. One day Ray Vigneux, owner of Chateau LaSalle who also owned these 
machines, came into our office and protested the rough treatment which we had 
given him. We replied that we had no objection to the slot machines but we did 
object to them being in places where children could play them. He ~aid, "Show 
me some of these machines". We took a walk around town and he saw the 
children playing the slot machines and remarked that he didn't have to make 
his money off of children. The next day he ordered all of his machines removed 
from the town and that was the last seen of those particular one-armed bandits. 

SPEAKERS OF THE HOUSE 

Three men associated with Amherstburg i.oere at one time Speakers of the 
Provincial legislature. The first was Wm. D. Balfour (1851-1896), co-founder of 
The Amherstburg Echo. He was the Liberal member of Parliament for Essex 
South. Balfour was not only Speaker of the House but Provincial Secretary at 

the time of his death. 

For some years the Rev. M. C. Davies was a resident of Amherstpurg 
while a member of the Provincial Legislature. He also sat as Speaker of the 

House. 

The third was William Murdoch, for many years a resident of Harrou.J 
who later moved to Laird Avenue in Amherstburg. Mr. Murdoch was a member 
of the Provincial Legislature for Essex South and during the period was Speaker 

of the House. 

STOP SIGNS, AMHERSTBURG 

Essex County Auto Club Protest 

When stop signs were erected at the corner of Sandz,()ich and. Richmond 
Streets, a couple of Windsor drivers came down to Amherstburg, ig~~;e~:h~ 
signs, were brought into court and fined. The Essex Countdy Autohmtothi er u 

· p · · l Highway an foug e 1 mes. 
took exception to stop s1,gns on a roznncia ' d 
Finally, the town asked the Minister of Highways to come to Amherstburg an . 

see what it z.oas all about. 
. . . rt of the country he was met at the train station 

. When he arrived in this pa . . tion They wined and dined 
in Windsor by members of the Automob1,le Assocw , · · 
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him and z.ohen they finally reached Amherstburg, he was in prime alcoholic 
condition. 

A special meeting of the town council_ lNJs held at the !1~1:11: _of Dr. ~e~ 
Park, then Mayor of Amherstburg. Dr. Park 11111_·0('.uce~ the 1111111.o..;f<.' ;, and H he 
he got to me the official asked, "Who is that s1tt:ng ~n }he ~·onH'T? ~r. !'ark 
answered "John Marsh of The Amherstlmrg /<_,cho . I 1l'lll not talk w1th a 
reporter p~esent", the minister replied. nr. Par~~ resp?nded by saying, "All of t1~~ 
meetings of the Amherstburg Council ore puhllc busrnes~ an~ ~John Marsh H 1'.l 
stay at this meeting if it is held. Mr. Minister, you wTwe;l 1~ Amh~rst~urg in 
an alcoholic condition. You 're starting to argue already. I'lns meetrn.g 1,s over. 
Council is adjourned. " 

The next day the mayor got a telephone call from the minister agreeing to 
the position taken by the Amherstburg Coun6l. 

TECUMSEH STONE 

On the grounds at Fort Malden National Historic Park is a stone that is 
a real gem of Canadiana. 

For many years it was located at the west end of Gore Street under a 
chestnut tree on the property now occupied by Duffy's Tavern, property which 
was for many years owned by the John Fraser family, and later Captain 
Kenneth Fraser. 

While worl?.ing towards Fort Malden 's development, Captain Kenneth 
Fraser used to meet us on the street saying he zoould give us the Tecumseh Stone 
for the museum. We chided him that we would be glad to take the stone and 
move it to the Fort grounds the minute that he ma.de the statement when he was 
sober! One day he ca.me a.long the street min.us the influence, made the same 
statement, and z1..iithin a few hours the stone was moved to its resting place on 
the Fort grounds. 

Traditionally, this is the stone on which Chief Tecumseh stood and 
harangued Proctor's soldiers and Indians when the British decided in face of 
advancing Americans to burn Fort Malden and retreat up the Thames River and 
to the east. He compared the British to 'dogs with their tails tucked between 
their legs. ' 

i 
I 
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TEMPERANCE ADVOCATES 

A verv strong Te i . . every othe1· . I b . npe1_ancc man rn Harrow used to call us at the office 
. • IN!e {., to rm.ah l l f · 

11

" d1,d. 
5 1 m a Jolt .e o lT.quor from, Aniherstburg, which we 

On e da.v I said "N , h . · . go th,, re to b" ;. it 2 " ' . o" t at El arrow has 'ts own liquor store, why don, t you 
m e l·n 

0 

l. · · His 1 cp ly iN1s, "What would p eople think of me if they saw 
wh,·ch h ·

1
. re_· Y anszuer was, "Well, z.ohat do they thinli of me2" to · · 1.quor s to 2" M 

,, e rep .1.ed "It I , ' , · ' ' r 0( sn t matter because you re a. newspaper reporter." 

TEXAS R OAD 

AnderJhrough the years we have been asked several times how Texas Road in 
east t ~~;· lTou ,nsh1p go t its name. Texas Road runs from King's Highway 18 

.. I 0 YYO. ker Road 

was At the northeast corner of 18 Highway and Texas Road, the corner house 
froi o~ce Ol<'n ed and occupied by Dallas Norvell, who had come to Anderdon 
con~··b rosse Is le. He was a brother of Mrs. John Mullen. Mr. Norvell was a 
Th 11• utor to the Detroit Free Press and wrote under the pen name of "Texas". 

e road uias named in his honour. . 

P

o l Along Texas Road from 18 Highway to the 2nd Concession is nou
1 

densely 
'PU ated th · · · u f h · for ~ h ' .e ma1ority of its residents being of !tali.an extraction. many o t e1.r 

q e at ers came to Anderdon Township to work in the Amherstbu.rg stone 
L7':.[i~dwhich later was purchased from T. Bellhouse by Brunner Mond Canada 

TOWN HALL AND THE COMPUTER AGE - 1984 

The other u..1eeh we checked in at the town offices, and saw a goodly 
number of cartons along the east wall of the main office. These contained the 
new c l · · l · · · . · omputer hardware and software. When the proper e .ectn.ca . 11•1.n.ng '·" 
';:stalled, the computer will go into operation. The software is ready to be used. 

mherstburg is one of several Essex County municipalities to adopt the computer 
method of processing and storing information about all phases of municipal 
record keeping. This equipment will allo11• the town staff to prmnde up to the 
minute information on matters which, under the old method, took hours to d1.g 

out. 
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We cannot help but think back to the time uihen we ll'ere a young Echo 
b I h J , • tie tou·n clerh also held the reporter covering the toum hall eat. n t ose ( 0 .' ,-; 1 . · · h 

office of Justice of the Peace. The assessment and tax collecl1on s.~stems were t e 
horse and buggy type of bookkeeping. T01N1 assessors U'ere lured each ye~r_· 
There was no yardstick as to values. Many times friends got a break. When . ~ 
records were finally turned over to the t01N1 clerl? he prepared a tax roll, whw · 
often took months to complete. You can imagine it was late in the year before ta:c 
notices were sent out. Taxes were payable in one lump sum. Naturally t~l.S 
method resulted in large tax arrears. It rN1s not until many years later the ax 
system was changed and the instalment method of collection adopte.d. Great 
changes have occurred over the )'ears. This latest step is one that unll pay off 
many many times. It should result in less and less tax arrears as town 

' · h n employees will be able to keep tracl<- of trends and tahe immediate actwn w . e 
an unfavourable one sh.oz.vs up. The town fathers lN're very wise in approvmg 
the purchase of this latest record heeping equipment. 

TOWN PARKS - EAST AND WEST- 1983 

At the end of this year, two construction programs are being carried out 
in our part of the old home town. Large earth-moving equipment is working 
outside of our window, shaping and reconstructing the south west bastion and 
ditch at Fort Malden. On the west toum park a new comfort station is being 
built. This will provide an expanded facility for the hundreds of people who use 
this section of the town park. Many do not realize the entire town park as we 
know it was once the parade grounds of Fort Malden. The federal government 
retained ownership of this property for many years after the Fort was abandoned 
- until around the mid thirties when it was leased to the town for one dollar a 
year. Murray Clark, then M. P. of Essex South, arranged for its sale to the town 
for one dollar. There was only one stipulation - that it only be used for 
recreational purposes - otherwise it would revert back to the government. 

At one time the entire park was the setting for the annual Fall Fair staged 
by ~he Amherstburg, Malden and Anderdon Agricultural Society. The livestock 
were tied to a cable attached to trees on the Dalhousie side of the park. The 
main building, such as it z.vas, sat on Fair Board property north of the park (now 
site of General Amherst High School). There was a race track around the 
perimeter of the park and once each year local sports had an opportunity to put 
their money where their mouths were. 

The east section was the first to be developed into a recreation area. For 
many years thi.s was the home of the Amherstburg senior baseball team. Before 
each game its members and fans turned out, cut the grass and got the diamond 
in shape. Over a period of many years there was a keen rivalry between 
Amherstburg and Harrow nines. It was not uncommon for several thousand 
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(ans t? turn out for games. Usually after each event the players and fans joined 
in a little beer drinhing. The local team was financed by money collected for the 
fans. Several boosters moved among the spectators passing the hat and more 
often than not enough mone.v uias collected to pay for supplies. The east town 
park was used for other sporting events and utilized by the Amherstburg High 
School for cadet training and school athletic activities. 

On the other hand, the west town park didn't receive much attention. In 
fact the grass was onlv cut once or twice each season. It was not until the late 
Malcolm McGregor do~ated money for the construction of a swimming pool that 
it began to come into its own. Previous to that time the Amherstburg Lawn 
Bowling Club built a large green along Dalhousie Street. Lawn bowling became 
a major sport and many a hotly contested game was played under the lights. 
The greens were kept in near perfect shape with the aid of an overhead 
sprinkling system. The first of August of each year, a three-day tournament was 
held with hundreds of lawn bowlers coming to Amherstburg from many towns 
i.n Ontario and Michigan. The event was climaxed by a moonlight cruise and 
dance on one of the Detroit, Windsor and Belle Isle Ferry company boats, ending 

a grand and glorious weekend! 

U. S. CORPS OF ENGINEERS - December, 1983 

No longer will /wpper type dredges be operated by the United States Corps 
of Army Engineers It has been decided to have this work handled by private · · · d nd sent 
contractors. Recently the hopper dredge Haines was decomrru.sswne a 
to a berth in Cleveland. A much larger hopper dredge Markham t"'; 
decommissioned a while ago. Both of these dredges are well-known toR~ca bo t · h els and clean out wer 

a watchers. They operated to sweep downriver c ann l ce Fred 
Rouge. When the last deepening of the Amherstburg Channel_ too~~ a k ~s out 
Smith of the United States Corps of Engineers in charge of this 10 0

;. g near 
to the Markham We spent several hours on the bridge. She was w1or m The th D · d l"k g·ant vacuum c eaner. 

e etroit River light and the vessel operate i e a i l hopper and 
rocks and other material were sucked up, dumped in~ a. ~;geThe taking of 
carried to the spoils area. The dredges operated day an nig · 
the hopper dredges out of service marks the end of an era. 

WADING POOL J l J 982) there were manY young 
. Looking out our window this summ_er ~ u Y. the west town park. 

children enjoying themselves in the wadmg pool m . f this pool was given to the 

In the early 1930s, money for the constructwn r d brick residence on the 
town by Malcolm McGregor who built the beaut7,fu re · · 



Fort Malden grounds (razed in 1982). The property on which the resi,dence s~o~~ 
was earli.er owned by W. S. Falls, Manager of the Molson s Ban 1· 

Amherstburg. Mr. McGregor was alarmed by the number of sma_ll yo_un~sters 
who were s1Bimming in the Detroit River. He u'as prompted b.v thrs thm.krng to 
contact then Mayor George H. Jones and offer to finance the pool. 

Down through the years the pool hm; served the area well. Children learn 
to swim and have respect for the uiater at an early age. They are taught by 
competent instructors. 

Some years ago the old pool dei1eloped an old leak and a new pool was 
installed by the town. 

WALKER ROAD RACKET 

In the early days of the automobile, when I was a young reporter on The 
Amherstburg Echo, there lN're two county constables l.vho had a real racket 
going. They patrolled Walller Road from McGregor Village south to Leslie's 
Corners. If they caught up with an Amaican car going over the speed limit, 
u.Jhich in those days was 30 m.p.h., they hauled the driver into magistrate's 
office and held a closed session of the court. Usually the speeder was fined 
between twenty and fifty dollars, half of which 1.vent to the magistrate and the 
other half was divided between the two constables. 

The boss (Arthur W. Marsh) got wind of these secret courts and sent me 
to investigate. When I went into the magistrate's office he immediately told me 
to get out. Of course, I refused to go but stayed to see what it was all about. 
Sure enough, an American visitor who had been speeding along at 35 m.p.h. was 
brought into court and given the worlls. After our story appeared in the paper, 
this racl-let came to a very rapid end. 

WATERFRONT 

A popular television show in 1954 was entitled "Waterfront" in which a 
u.iell-lmown American actor Preston Foster played the lead as "Captain John". 
During the summer of that J'ear the International Tugboat Race was creating a 
great deal of i nt<.>rest. 

Captain Earl McQueen conceived the idea of inviting Preston Foster to 
come to Amherstburg and be on the bridge of the tug Atomic during the race. 
The Management (;ommittee of Fort Malden held a public reception in front of 
the stone museum building to u. 1hich area school children were invited to meet 
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and talk with Preston Foster Th h . 
"Wat_erfron t,, fans tu rn.ed out .to ";:e~c~~~~-~u.ig was ~great success - thousand of 
gracious to the many children. , 1.dol. M1. and Mrs. Foster lJ.Jere very 

WATERWORKS PARK 

For h 
landmark many years t e ouerhead water tower on Dalhousie Street was a 

In the early days 
Amherstburg citizens 
got most of their 
drinking water directly 
from . the rwer. 
Householders, other 
than those who were 
fortunate enough to 
have a well of their own, 
bought their water in 
the summer at a cost of 
25cents for two barrels 
and 25 cents for one 
barrel in the l.ointertime. 

D . It lJ.Jas dipped from the 
,~~:oit ,~iver _and distr~bu~ed about _town by Eli and Peter Mero, and Arthur 
h dy Harns. The pnce included fish, bugs, seaweed and anything else that r/ff pened to float in as the tanks on the two-wheeled horse draum carts z.oere 
l ed at the foot of Murray and Gore Streets. 

Once a place where ships were constructed for the British Navy, the old 
~Jaterworks parh has undergone many changes over the years. Where once men 
in knee breeches built ships, children in knee pants sent their toy sailing vessels 
~t on the blue waters of the Detroit River. F_olloz.oing its shipbuil~ing _days, C. 
F, · Thomas, a well-known merchant here, built and operated a gnst mill there. 
h armers from all over the district brought their grain to the mill by oxen and 
t;rse-drawn carts and often on their back. Amherstburg was a central spot for 

e _rural people and the mill by the water's edge z.oas a meeting place as u1ell as 
a hzve of activity. The mill later came into the possession of Dennis Barron and 
~ssociated z.oith him in the grain business was William Borr9wman. It was a 
usy shipping centre and continued to be the headquarters for farmers until it 

Was bought by the Toum of Amherstburg and in 18.91 the matermorl-c.s touier was 
~ected down by the river side (behind the spot z.ohere the historic Parl-c. House 

useum stands today in the King's Navy Yard Parh). 



As mentioned previously, the tozN1 zN1s then getting their z.oater fr~m the 
river without any 1-lind of purification. ~eu 1age fr01~1 tl~e City of Detr01.t ~'~8 
dumped into the river and as the populat10n of that CT('\'. mcreased (due rr:ain ~ 
to the activity at the automobile plants) the seu.1agC' also rncreased and p01.sone d 
the water. The result was that an cwerage of sixty or so people a year contracte 
typhoid fever from the drinking ZN1ter. 

Raw water was drau.m in from the riPer and then pumped up to ~he 
overhead tower. Chlorine was added, but that didn't stop the annual spnng 
typhoid epidemics. One often had to blow off the scum before taking a drink. 
The average death rate here u1as four or fiuC' a year from this disease. In Mc:rch, 
1912 residents U.Jere cautioned through ThC' Amherstburg Echo to boil all 
drinking water. ''Mrs. J. W. Gibb noticed that a tap didn't run freely and pulled 
a 4-inch lizard out by the tail". 

The operation of the waterworks plant was discontinued around 1919 
u1hen Brunner Mond Canada Ltd. built their plant at the northern end of town. 
The company was not allowed to dump their sewage into the river as it was 
above the Amherstburg intake. To get over this hurdle they built a water 
purification plant on the front road and built a main to serve the town. It 
opened on August 5th, 1920. During the previous year while the old waterworks 
l.Oas closed there l.oere 36 cases of typhoid in the area. 

The abandoned tower fell into disuse and the timbers began to rot. A 
family of ou,ls took possession and disturbed the slumber of surrounding 
neighbours; the two combined caused the town council to have the tower razed 
in 1933. While it l.oas being torn down a decision was made to provide a 
su.1imming wharf at the site. A breakwall was built and a dock erected. The 
l.oatenoorks again became a favourite meeting place. The park was a pleasant 
spot with well-hept lau.ms and roch-bordered drivez.oays. The brich from the old 
tmoer was piled away in the hope that council would see its way clear to build 
a museum on the property. 

Some years later the old residence was razed as well and the old 
s1.oimmin' hole z.oas no longer used. In the 1970s the Amherstburg Rotary Club, 
having obtained the historic Parh House at the northz.oest corner of Dalhousie 
and Gore, moved the ancient building to the old waterworhs parh site. This was 
the beginning of a new life for that section of the riverfront and by 1977 steps 
were underway to transform the property into z.ohat is today the beautiful King's 
Navy Yard Parl-l, which 1.oas opened in 1980. We don't know what became of the 
bricl?- which u.Jas saved, but today the old lDatenoorhs park is once again lively 
with people strolling the walks and boat umtching in the beautiful King's Navy 
Yard Park . . complete with the long envisioned museum. 

On the riuer u1est of the water plant was the tou.m doc}?- 1.ohere 1J.Jater 
shipments came in and were stored in a warehouse on the z.oharf Later, the 
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wa~ehouse was used by William Menzies, who ran a boat livery. During this 
perwd, a number of tugs worhed out of Amherstburg. Many engaged in salvage 
~nd wrecking jobs; Here 1N1s stationed the well:known (at that time) Gre~t 
,;.kes Wreclung Company tug "Abnet C. Hardmg", skippered by Captain 

. omas Hagen. It was one of the most powerful tugs along the Great Lakes. It 
duJ not have a conventional st1•ering wheel. This function was performed by a 
~leering stick u•hich made it possible for the tug to roll from side to side during 
ice breaking. While laying al the dock, many a youngster was taught to swim 
by the crew of the Harding. Willing teenagers were thrown off the tug into the 
deep water. If they sho11•ed any sign of panic, a member of the crew was quickly 

into the water to guide them to safety. 

. While bro11•sing through the town's old by-law books in 1941, we 
di.scove red that in 191.9 a by-law was signed setting aside the Waterworks 
bm.ldmg and lot as a Community House and Park "for community purposes ~nd 
a place of recreation FOREVER for parents and relatives of deceased soldiers 
and for returned soldiers and for all good citizens and for all persons, groups .

0
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persons or societies following laudable pursuits." The proposed Commumty 
House and Park was to be under the control and management of the corporativ.n 
through a board of commissioners known as the Community Park 

Commissioners. 

When the Brunner Mond water and filtration plant opened in 19~0, t": 
cost of water to the town was nine cents per thousand gallons and this ra de re · · · d urz· lied water an 

mained in effect for many years. The toum receive P ,, , , · 

typhoid epidemics ceased. 
. l · A h tburg politics and 

The cost of water played an important ro e in m ers t . · · g for lower wa er 

many a local 'politician won a seat on council by campaignin h Allied 
rates. This cheap water disappeared a number of years ago ";,_en ot Ch~mical offered to sell the plant to th~ town for a sn:a~l sumie;P~:::: ;he 
satisfactory and resulted in the construction of the Provincial Wa h · ce 
f; 

. l Th t of water as sin 
ront road in Anderdon north of Allied Chemwa · e cos. f he highest ~isen and risen. Today Amherstburg's wholesale water cost is one 

0 
t 

in Ontario. 

EUGENE WHELAN - July, 1984 . . . l the Honourable Eugene 
In his position <I". federal Minist.er of Agricu tur~, He wok an active part 

~Ian .was an authority on international food •';'PP y. can 'urther this interest 
in this field as president of the World Food Council. He 1

' 
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in his recent appointment as Ambassador an d permanent repr: sen_tat iue of 
Canada to the United Nations Food and Agricu lt11rC' Organ 1za t1 on 111 Rom~ . 
Many other countries including the Uni ted S tates ha_ve am bassadors_ to thi,s 
organization. Canada has played an important pa rt rn th e orga n 12a trnn and 
this is recognized in the recent appointment of M r. Whe lan to the Rom e post. We 
are sure he will mahe a major contribu tion to the organiza tion. 

In his long term as federal M inis ter of J\g ri.cul tu re , M r. Wh elan hea~ed 
his ministry in such an efficient m a n ner he rece ii i(' r/ pra ise from th e Audi.tor 
General for.his tracll record. He has earned the repu ta tion as being the hardest 
roorlwr on the Hill. In spite of hi.-; hem •y schedule, Gene a lu 1ays found time. to 
look after the interests of his electors. In addition to h is Ottawa niin;,stenal 
offices, he maintained an <!fficien t rid in g office. 

But bach to the beginning - - As a young res idC' n t of Anderdon Township, 
Gene ran and u1as elected a member of a rura l sch oo l board. Stepping up the 
ladder, he ran and was elected to the Anderdon Tou1nship council. His next step 
was the reeiieship, and eiientuolly the loardenship of Essex County. While in 
this position, he was chosen a.s the Essex- Windsor Federal Liberal candidate. 
He did not remain a bach-bencher for lon g before he uia.s named federal Minister 
of Agriculture. In this position, he beca m e on e of the best known and hardest 
workers in the Cabinet. WhC'n the Lib <! rals 1uere throu1n out by the Joe Clark 
government, he lost the Agriculture post but soon took over a.gain zDhen the short
lived Tory gouernment ll'as throu 111 out of office. 

Gene deserves a. uote of thanhs from the people of the tri-community for 
obtaining federal grants for many projects. Naming but a. few, construction of 
the King's Navy Ya.rd Pa.rh and the purchase by Parhs Canada of the Callam 
Hozts<! to become pa.rt of the Navy Ya.rd Pa.rh development. He carefully [oohed 
after the interC'sts of farmers. In a nutshell, Gene has a good trach record. In 
closing, during his timC' as head of Agriculture Canada, he brought many 
foreign dignitaries to Amherstburg, among whom were agriculture ministers 
from, Russia, China, Brazil and other countries. 

WINTER ON THE RIVER 

There ll'as a time in the earl:v l .900s uihen. many of the winter activities 
centre~ on th<! rii ier. This ll 1as the period before pollution and construction of 
dyhes m. the Amherstburg Cha.n nC'l that changed the whole behaviour of the 
CWT<!n t rn the channel. In those days riuer icC' remained for seueral winter 
months. Usually the first deep freeze came in D<!cembcr and colder weather held 
on for SeP:ral months. Th is u1as he fore the floating ice in the early winter 
c~eated unndroui..:; and other harriers to cross over on the ice to Bois Blanc, 
(:rrosse Ile and other islnnds in the louier Detroit Riiier. 
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Fm: many miles there u1ould be long stretches of clear smooth ice, much 
to the dehght of the :voungsters in to11 111. Man)' of them built large sails held by 
or:e or more skaters. If there was a good 11•ind they would sail up or down the 
rwer at high speeds. It u1as not unusual to cross over to Grosse Ile or go 
upstr~am to Riuer Canard and inland to the bridge at St. Joseph's Church. At 
that time there lNJS no such thin!{ as a touin constructed hockey rink on the west 
town park. The hocliey en th usiasls would pick a choice spot near the 
Amherstburg shore and use branches to mark the hockey area and stones to 
mark goal posts. Many a hot match u1as played between Amherstburg and 
several other county teams. If a snoui{all came along it was up to the hockey 

players to clean the ice before a game could be played. 

Another popular sport in those far off days was horse racing on the ice. 
Before races the horses 11>ere shod with special shoes. Needless to say a lot of 

money changed hands after each race. 

In those days many local butchers harvested their summer supply .0 f ice 
from the river late in January or early February. Each would check the ,,ce on 
the river off the Amherstburg shore near present Fort Malden Park. When the 
ice reached the proper thickness th; harvest would begin. Large saws were used 
to cut out blocks of ice. These were hauled out of the river and loaded onto 
sturdy farm wagons equipped with runners. The loaded vehicles were horse 
drawn. It was great fun for young skaters to latch onto the si~es of the w~go'."' 
and ride along to the poini where they left the river on their way to t .e ice 

houses. 
. . . . Ji h R ·uon who had a large 

Ma1or ice harvesting was carried out by 0 n aml. ' b "ld"ng was 
storage house on Gore Street, and Billy Stokes, whose sto';f{e. ui ,J,,,s were 
located on Bathurst, east of Sandz,()ich (then Apsley) Street.h . e ic~ delivered 
carefully packed in sawdust or straw. In the hot wea.ther t ~ i.c~ w It w~ not 
about town. Even in those days there was some pollution "[; t : rw~~~tion in the 
uncommon to have many cases of typhoid fever, caused Y t .e po 

delivered ice. . . It u.Jas not uncommon for 
There are many stories of the ~ce-covere~ rive_r. ·obs For many years the ,.,, 

Bob lo worlimen to walk across the we on the7,r daily 1 . · d f the Island. We 
~ackett family looked after the lightJwuse at the souther':J~: d~Y when crossing 
ecall a story told to us by Captam Charles Hackett. · to become weak 

ove h . h t had caused a section . d r, e came to a point where t ,e curren . · , h d the current ca.rrt.e 
and an air hole developed. Captain Charhe fell throug. a~ le developed and he 
him under the ice dou.mstream. Suddenly, another mr 0 

Was able to pull himself out of the water to safet.Y· 
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WOMEN IN SHORTS AND THE PARISH PRIEST 

The editor of the weekly newspaper runs into a number of problems_ which 
must be dealt with tactfully. If one is not firm, readers are soon runm.ng the 
newspaper rather than the editor. 

A case in point - a few years ago the senior priest at St. John the Baptist 
Roman Catholic Church in Amherstburg preached a sermon about young women 
appearing in shorts on the town streets and he put a ban on this practice. The 
following week The Amherstburg Echo receil1ed a fine letter about the pro?lem, 
written by a prominent Catholic z.ooman of Amherstburg who took exception to 
the edict issued by the priest. The inh on The Echo hardly had time to dry 
before he stormed into the office and demanded from us the name of the woman 
who wrote the letter. He threatened all sorts of things that z.oould happen to the 
paper if we did not disclose the source. 

Of course, we didn't bow to his demands and asl?.ed him, "Do you disclose 
information that you receive in the confessional?" He replied with a short "No". 
We retorted that we too had this privilege and would not divulge private 
information. The priest thought awhile and then he smiled. "I congratulate 
you'~ he said, "on taking such a firm stand and now I realize I did not have the 
right to ask for the information. " 

In the ensuing years this fine man became one of our best friends. 

WOOD DOCKS IN AMHERSTBURG 

Before the advent of coal as the chief fuel for steam tugs and other vessels 
operating on the Great Lal?.es, there were at Amherstburg and several other 
points along the Detroit River, fuel docl?.s knou.m as "wood docks". Wood - the 
finest oak, maple, birch, ash, all were sold to boats plying their way in these 
z.oaters. These docl?.s have long since passed out of existence, replaced at 
Amhers_tburg by coal docks where tugs and freighters called in for a supply of 
coal. 

Theodore J. Par!?., father of Dr. Jim Park, owned and operated one of the 
largest docl?.s here on what was later the Mullen property. Here a thriving 
business was carried on. Tugs, both large and small, took on their fuel there. 
In this connection it might be mentioned that most of the freighting on the lakes 
was done by tugs towing barges laden with goods. 

Other docl?.s north of the Parl?. property were those owned by Messrs. 
Angus Keville, Ouellette and Norvell. At Gordon there was quite a famous dock 
owned by T. B. White. At this point as well as several others along the route to 
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Sandu.1irh, i l u1as convenient for the !igh t draught vessels to come into dock. The 
greatest Polume of business at these docks was done in the decade between 1855 
and_ 1865. Hy the seventies coal zNJS becoming a popular fuel and the wood 

bus mess gradually du1i n d led mNJ_'\'. 

In the .vears that u1ood docks flourished, most of the dense forest z.ohich at 
one time cmJCred thi$ county zNIB cut down. In those days lumbermen bought the 
timber on a place and proceeded to market it. Expert axemen cut down the trees 
and the u1ood was cut in to four foot lengths, piled in cords and later hauled on 
sleighs to the roood yards. A famous u.Jood yard in Amherstburg was situated 
next to the old Echo office on Ramsay Street. Here the wood was piled and left 
during the roin ter - then in spring and summer it was moved to the docks and 
sold to vessel operators. It was a laborious process to get the z_oood from the bush 
to the boat - all manual labour and hard work. One of the fine features of the 
old system of fuelling boats was that a great number of men u1ere employed 

annually as wood cutters. 

One of the most prominent docks on the Lake ErW shore was the 
Colchester doc!~ built in 1867 by Alexander Hackett. Besides doing a thriving 
business in wood this dock came to be one of the most important shipping centres 

in the county. 

WRIGHT FAMILY 
Jim and Isobel Wright were the children of the Rev. and Mrs. Harry 

Wright. Both received their secondary education in the Amherstburg High 
School where they were top students. Jim was an honour gradual~ of the 
University of Toronto and later Osgoo.de Hall. As a young man he 1oined. the 
legal department of the Canadian Pacific Railway. Hu; knowledge and ability 

were recognized by continued flight up the ladder. 

H
. · t T bel graduated in medicine from the University of Toronto. 
1,s sis er ,1SO l d. d. t · · and had a 

A+ter g d t. she became one of Canada's ea ing pe w ncwns . . 
11 ra ua wn ve this u to become a med1,cal 

pr?sP.erous pradctice id:n. M~~:;::~nds:n~i!~ One ~f h:r accomplishments was 
missionary an serve 1,n I' , l d t c ada and 
the openi;, of a medical school in Africa. lsobe returne o an. . 
continued fer practice but time after time returned to Africa and India. 

A Wri ht (1870-1956) came to Amherstburg in October, 1913, 
Rev. Harry · g f Ch · t (Anglican) Church on Ramsay 

su d. R A B Farney as rector o ,ns , r. 32 ccee mg ev. . · . h . A d don where he remained ,or 
Street and Trinity Anglican Churc · in f~ er F A Wright. 
years. Born in Chesley, he u.ias the son ° ev. · · 




