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McIntyre today; as math tutor in
his office at University of Windsor.
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THE LONG
ROAD BACK

How do you deal with life after facng death six times in one day?

eare, say the experts, more resilient than we know. Fortunately most of us will never
have to find out. We’ll never be put to the acid test the way Duncan Mcintyre was. He
survived 48 hours in the sea, six firing squads and a disease-ridden prisoner of war camp,
and ultimately managed to turn all that pain into achievement and triumph. Mcintyre,
who retired in 1985 after 28 years at Amherstburg, seems an easy-going man, but he has
the tenacity of one tough cookie.

He was born in 1920 in the small town of Dumbarton outside Glasgow. No storybook
childhood, his. The Depression meant that unless your family was wealthy, an extra salary
was always needed. Mclntyre left school at 14 to go to work. At 15 he ran away from home
never to return. A year later he surfaced as an apprentice in the navy, one of the oldest boys
in his class. Although he maintains that Scotsmen generally choose the army if they opt for
a career in the service, McIntyre fancied himself a sailor. He thrived during his year of training,
grew strong on seamanship drills and sports. It was all to stand him in good stead.

“"Peace in our time"" proclaimed British Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain upon
returning from Germany in 1938, but wiser heads had their doubts. Seaman Mcintyre was
among the 500 sailors sent to Portsmouth, where the battleship Royal Oak was waiting.

All too soon these men found themselves sailing to the Mediterranean to replace losses in
the British flotilla there. Then, in 1942, McIntyre was among a crew of 240 heading

east to Singapore on the battleship Jupiter. The war news was bleak on every

front. In the Far East, at the end of February, Japan launched an all-out

assault on the island of Java, which it wrongly assumed had been
turned into an armed fortress. During the Battle of Java Sea, the Jupiter
was torpedoed by a Japanese submarine. It sank seven miles off the coast
of the beleaguered island.
“'A group of us had managed to scramble onto a life raft. We could dimly see
the lights of Java on the horizon, but it soon became apparent to me that the
tide was pushing us back to sea. | decided to swim for shore. The others
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thought | was mad and after a day and a half I could understand why. | was totally s
exhausted. In fact, I half expected 1'd die there in the water.” He fell asleep, not realizing ey .}Q ALY 7 _‘S‘) AN N 2 h!
where the tide was carrying him. When he awoke, there were two destroyers close by. He s 5 QoY . RO
swam closer, thinking the French. Hi ti b f i b N RN ‘Ib{}\ RN \J W
, g they were French. His reception was a burst of machine gun fire. \s BN 1‘\:‘{\ )\: \\.\“2&\".‘ 1\(}\&\"
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Panicky, McIntyre summoned up all his remaining strength and headed for a huge troop
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carrier he spotted some distance away. “'They threw down a rope and | finally managed to , SATNIS S
get hauled on board. I thought my chest was going to cave in. And then | took a look \ ? W e j‘}\{i‘f&?\ ‘b"'& 3
around and knew | was a goner.”” McIntyre, one of 60 men who had survived the sinking | 3 \'\ 49 ﬂ' AVT

of the Jupiter, had been rescued by the Japanese.
March 1, 1942, Java. A day that will forever live in horror for McIntyre. Six times he

and seven other prisoners were lined up to be shot. Six times their execution was aborted.
Simply bizarre circumstances - or was there something more? Mclintyre still wonders.

He mentions that the firing squad was composed of Japanese marines and that front-line
soldiers traditionally have no heart for shooting their enemy. They kept changing the spot
for execution, but something always interfered. One site was too near the ships sailing by.
Another time, an endless stream of Japanese cyclists appeared out of nowhere. The
officer in charge would insist on performing pre-execution ceremony so elaborate that
he himself always seemed to lose interest. Then, when finally the prisoners were lined up
for the sixth time, another officer waving a piece of paper sped up on a motorcycle.
Someone had decided the men would be more valuable as laborers than as corpses. In a

pathetic gesture of apology, one of the soldiers handed out cookies and water.

N ow death was merely likely. McIntyre recalls a camp in Surabaja, where perhaps
10 percent of the prisoners would survive the war and maybe half of those wouldn’t

live another six months, so sickly were they. He remembers the island of Haroukou and

the two volcanic hills he worked to knock down so an air drop could be built. When the ;
war finally ended, McIntyre was in relatively good physical shape, but psychologically he IEE.,‘ G
had hit bottom. ““Particularly March 1, I had been terrified, yel my training kept taunting ) N f(, ‘:‘( D
me that | was a Scottish sailor, not a coward, and I had no business being scared. By the A NP
end of the war, | was totally drained and frightened of people. The worst part was being
made to feel that somehow all the bad things that happened were my fault. It was years

before I could say | was on the mend.”
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Golf games, workouts at
the plant gym and, af last,
a measure of tranquility.

themselves and sooner or later their sFudies sqffer.” MclIntyre found within himself a gift
for teaching. He became @ tutorial assistant, giving math stu_dents extra tuiton and taking
on some professorial chores such as marking homework assngnme.nts. “I could walk into
aroom, no matter how large,” he says, “and break down any barrier that was there
between the students and the profes'sor. The §tudents became my buddies almost
immediately. | especially liked teaching the girls. They frlequently have difficulties with
math, but I think it’s often the teachers’ fault. The'y don’t ta!&e care, they speak without
thinking and say something stupid and discouraging. /fny girl who came to me for
tutoring help, why | could build up her self-confidence in a matter of weeks - then there’d
be no stopping her. To watch that improvement gave me a great deal of personal
satlsfi?;'?a';'r to say that McIntyre is'happier today than he’s ever peen. Happy with
Ambherstburg, which he now calls his hometown and whgre he’s lived longer than
anywhere else. He still tutors those stuFIents \{vho seek him out. He has a passion for golf
and regularly breaks 100. And he considers himself a,llucky man. ““Twenty years ago

| remember golfing with someone asold as I am now, he recalls. “’He was very ill, but

a great golfer, and he told me, ‘Every day like this is a g|ft from God.” I recall that
conversation and | am grateful. I've seen the worst of life on earth and I've also seen

people at their best. I've been very fortunate.” B



